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Abstract

In recent decades, due to regional developments in the Eurasian and Middle East
regions and especially after the Arab Spring in 2010 the interactions between Russia
and Turkey have increased. But the relations between the two countries have
progressed from extensive cooperation to the border of breaking ties. The main issue
in this regard is that the regional level of interactions between the two countries has
become more important than any other period, and Turkey has become one of the most
important issues of Russia's foreign and security policy. This article answers the
question what is Turkey's position in Russia's national security policy? The hypothesis
is that Turkey is a potential threat to the national security of the Russian Federation
due to its special geopolitical position in the export of Russian energy resources,
membership in NATO and influence in the Caucasus region, as well as limiting
Russia's regional influence in the Middle East. While Turkey poses a threat, it also has
important possibilities and opportunities for Russia as a strategic partner. This issue
has guaranteed the continuation of relations between the two countries. To discuss
about this hypothesis, the method of qualitative analysis of variables and measuring
their logical relationship through data taken from books, articles and reports of
reputable research centers, especially in Russia, has been used. The theoretical basis of
these discussions is offensive realism, and the achievement of this article is that the
correct understanding of Turkey's position in the security policy of Russia has clearly
shown the possibilities and limitations of the regional relations between Iran and
Russia.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Russia and Turkey have become two historical enemies since the formation of the
Ottoman Empire and Russia's independence from the Mongols in the 15th century.
Considering the importance of the geopolitical factor in the relations between Russia and
Turkey, the main issue in this regard is that the regional level of interactions between the
two countries has become more important than any other period and has made Turkey
one of the most important issues of Russia’s foreign and security policy. Of course, this
issue does not mean that bilateral relations or extra-regional relations are less important,
but it means security priorities and critical areas of conflict for both sides. This article
aims to answer the question, what is Turkey's position in Russia's national security
policy? The hypothesis presented is that Turkey is considered a potential threat to the
national security of the Russian Federation due to its special geopolitical position in the
export of Russian energy resources, NATO membership and influence in the Caucasus
region, as well as limiting Russia's regional influence in the Middle East. . But Turkey, at
the same time as a threat, also has important possibilities and opportunities for Russia as
a strategic partner. And this matter is the guarantee of the continuation of the relations
between the two countries, and despite the fragility at certain times, we still see the
stability of the relations.

2. Theoretical Framework

To analyze Turkiye's position in Russia's security policy, we use Mersheimer's theory of
offensive realism. In international relations, governments are forced to cooperate,
compete, a combination of these two, and sometimes alliance or war in order to secure
their national interests. According to Mersheimer, governments are mostly short-term
power builders; That is, they have aggressive positions. Therefore, the trend of the main
variables of Hachumi's realism based on the setting of the strategy can be listed as
follows: the anarchic structure of the international system, the uncertainty of actors,
effort to increase wealth, the creation of large armies, and the increase of international
influence.

3. Methodology

To examine the hypothesis of this article, the method of qualitative analysis of variables
and measuring their logical relationship through data taken from books, articles and
reports of reputable research centers, especially in Russia, has been used. In this regard,
especially the strategic documents of Russian national security and the last ones in 2016
and 2022 have been of special importance. In fact, the exact determination of Turkey's
position in Russia's security policy depends on a clear understanding of the important
aspects of the geopolitical competition of the two countries, the historical background of
their relations, and the qualitative analysis of the most important current issues between
the two countries in the fields of competition and cooperation. Therefore, we have
adjusted the structure of the text in such a way that the process and sequence of topics
can guide us to confirm the research hypothesis based on qualitative arguments.
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4. Discussion

The history of relations between the two countries shows deep and deep-rooted conflicts
between Ankara and Moscow. The geopolitical position of the two countries is such that
they have conflict in important regional areas. Two countries have serious competition
from the Black Sea to the Caucasus and the Middle East and the Mediterranean Sea.
Specifically, they have important conflicts regarding Ukraine, Cyprus, Syria, and Libya.
But at the same time, they have reached something in common regarding the Caucasus
and Syria. In the doctrinal documents of Russia's foreign and military policy in the post-
Soviet period, Turkey had a volatile position, and this issue was mainly related to the
type of relations between Russia and the West during the different governments of this
country. In the Russian foreign policy planning document published in 2023, the Islamic
world is mentioned as the fourth priority. According to this document, member states of
Islamic civilization are increasingly requested by Russia and reliable partners for it in
providing security and stability and solving economic problems at the global and
regional level. According to this document, Russia seeks to strengthen comprehensive
and mutually beneficial cooperation with the member countries of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, respecting their social and political systems and traditional spiritual
and moral values. Based on this, Turkey's position in this document can be understood as
a bilateral partner in mutual relations as well as a multilateral partner in the framework of
Eurasian cooperation.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

With the investigation and analysis of the research hypothesis, it can be concluded that
Turkey has a special place in Russia's security policy at the bilateral, regional and
international levels, and the regional level of these relations is much more important than
the other two levels. This situation has become very important after the war in Ukraine
and since 2022. So that Turkey, which is at the same time in the framework of Western
cooperation in supporting Ukraine, but at the same time with a figure of more than 60
billion dollars trade with Russia is the third largest partner of this country in terms of
economic relations. Turkey plays an important financial role in matters such as the
exchange of prisoners and the transfer of grain from Ukraine to world markets. Russia
still needs extensive relations with Turkey in the coming years, and specifically until the
continuation of the war in Ukraine, and any turn in these relations in favor of the West
can put Russia under a lot of pressure. At the same time, Russia has the necessary, albeit
limited, tools to pressure Tirkiye. Despite the encouragement and inducements of
Western countries for Turkey to break ties with Russia, Ankara will continue its current
role in relations with Russia both because of the wide benefits in relations with Russia
and because of the dangers caused by the pressures of this country.
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