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Investigating the reason for Iran's confrontation and
how to interact in Iran-Saudi Arabia relations
after the Mena incident
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Abstract

Iran and Saudi Arabia have had ups and downs relations since the Islamic revolution.
Although the trend of these relations has been towards tension, interaction and
friendship can also be seen in the behavior of the two countries in short periods.
Beyond the ideological confrontation between the two countries, both of which see
themselves in the position of Dar al-Islam, the issue that appears to be important is the
periodic events that have led the relations between the two countries to darkness, and
one of these events is the Mena incident in 2014. It was in Saudi Arabia that pushed
the tensions between the two countries to an all-out crisis, and we can still identify the
shadow of this crisis after nearly a decade. What is the nature of the political gap
between the two countries needs a serious pathology. The necessity of discussion and
its importance lies in the fact that both countries are Muslim and their interaction can
include the interests of Muslims and Islamic countries more than confrontation.
Therefore, the purpose of this article is to find the root cause and how of the tensions
between the two countries after the Mena incident. What is the reason for Iran's
confrontation and how to interact in Iran-Saudi relations after the Mena incident?
From the Mena incident to the year 1402 when the interaction between the two
countries resumed, relations are considered fragile. Regarding the nature of these
tensions, in this article we discussed the unresolved historical problems, the aggressive
form of the Islamic Republic for Saudi Arabia and the Mena incident as a huge crisis.
The Shiite place in foreign policy was mentioned in order to create interaction between
the two countries.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia and the Arab countries before the Islamic
Revolution were also accompanied by ups and downs. During the time of two Pahlavi
kings, Iran had relations with Arab countries due to its neighborhood and expansion of
its foreign policy in the region. Most of the Arab countries moved towards independence
after the end of World War 11, and it seems that the prominent countries of the region
during the Pahlavi era were Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Libya, and Irag, which had the ability
to play a more active role. In general, it can be said that the Pahlavis preferred being
Iranian to being Islamic because they considered themselves the successors of
Achaemenid Cyrus, and even during Reza Shah's time, they were ordered to change the
Arabic script and use Persian. Perhaps it was in the same direction and angle that the
Pahlavi kings had with the majority of Arab governments that in March 1328
Mohammad Reza Shah recognized Israel as a newly established country. On the other
hand, with the joining of the Arab Federation of the countries of the southern shores of
the Persian Gulf to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Oman in 1970, a new front was formed in
the southern shores of the Persian Gulf. This front did not have a special effect until the
Pahlavi government, America's strategic ally in Iran, was at work, but with the victory of
the Iranian Islamic Revolution and the establishment of the Islamic Republic system with
Shia teachings, this front became more visible. After the victory of the revolution and the
beginning of the 8-year war and of course the support process of Arab countries and
Saudi Arabia for Irag, the confrontation between the Islamic Republic and Saudi Arabia
became more serious.

2. Theoretical Framework

While in realist or neorealist international relations theory, the so-called main narrative
often shapes our understanding of how states interact, constructivist and poststructuralist
studies focus on the exercise of power. Unlike some other prominent approaches and
theories such as realism and rational choice, constructivists consider actors' identities and
interests to be socially constructed and changeable. The main competing theories of
constructivism are varieties of realism, liberalism, and rational choice that rely on
materialism (the notion that the physical world alone determines political behavior) and
individualism (the notion that individual units can be isolated from broader systems.
studied). They are embedded).

3. Methodology

While other prominent approaches conceptualize power in material terms (such as
military and economic capabilities), constructivist analyzes see power as the ability to
structure and shape the nature of social relations between actors.

4. Discussion

The story has had a history full of ups and downs, in which the country's confrontation
can be seen in most of this history. Iran and Saudi Arabia are also from the same country.
In a general analysis, the powers of representatives in the second half of the 20th century
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can be divided into two parts: regional powers and extra-regional powers. It seems that
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt can be considered as regional powers since the Cold War
era, and America and the Soviet Union as extra-regional actors until the collapse of the
communist Eastern Pole. Maintaining and controlling energy security in the Persian Gulf
and maintaining Israel's security since 1980 have been Washington's two main points in
the region, and access to energy resources and establishing an ideological relationship, in
addition to selling weapons to energy, are the priorities of the former Soviet Union.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

This is the effort of the Saudis to strengthen the internal convergence of the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council and prioritize group relations with other actors over bilateral
relations. Due to the extraordinary geopolitical features and the power of Saudi Arabia
and the events after September 11, this country is trying to create a relationship between
the great powers in its foreign policy, as well as its regional relations in this context.
Saudi Arabia's orientation towards the region is a major part of which is realized in the
course of and together with other main regional actors including Iran, and of course it is
also affected by the instability and developments of the past years in the region. The
Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia, as two powerful and influential regions in the
air area and the Persian Gulf, always have a tense and confrontational competition with
each other. Their two-way relationship is the ambition of both countries to lead the Chia
or Sunni world, significant oil resources and human resources from their capitals, which
gives them the potential to play an active role in music as well as people. Iran is located
in the east of the Arab world. For each of the religious links between Iranians and Arabs,
religiously and linguistically, there are many differences and distinctions between them.
Iran's neighborhood with Arab countries strengthens their wvulnerability from
combination and in some cases leads to alignment and in other cases to the
intensification of conflict among them. Saudi Arabia is one of the most important
countries, whose relations with Iran are always tense, and after the Mina incident, the
relations between the two countries became gloomy. Since these activities are generally
considered contradictory and calculating, it can be said that based on the constructivist
theory, the lack of values, norms, rules, identity and perceptions is the main factor of
their competition and non-establishment. Also, as mentioned in this article, in order to
prevent tensions, policies based on convergence should be implemented, one of which is
economic and overcoming Shiism in the region.
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