&

N

g
E\sate

e Online ISSN :2821-2444 Political Studies Jowrnal RAZIUNIVERSITY

Kurdish Movement and Iraq's Ethnic-identity Conflicts
(Focusing on the era after the Collapse of the Monarchy in Iraq)

Mohamad Abolfathi*
Kamran Lotfi?
Atefe Sadeghi

Abstract

Social movements are always a collective behavior, today they are a product of the
context and internal environment of countries; However, other issues such as security
problems in the external environment of that country can also be effective in their
formulation. In this regard, one of the countries that has many religious-ethnic and
linguistic diversity is Irag, which has always provided the ground for the emergence of
all kinds of independence-seeking movements and activities. This country is in a
sensitive position geopolitically and has always witnessed the presence of foreigners in
its land throughout its history. Instability and lack of independence in Iraq, as well as
the existence of dictatorial governments in different ages, have provided the ground for
intensifying ethnic-identity conflicts and centrifugal tendencies. From this point of
view, the main question of the current research is what is the main reason for the
maturation of the Iragi Kurdish movement in the post-Saddam Hussein governance
environment? In order to answer, this hypothesis is proposed: the fragility of the
national government has caused the intensification of the gap among ethnic-identity
diversities and this has led to the increase of nationalist sentiments and the emergence
of a kind of separatism in the form of the Kurdish movement. Based on this, in the
light of the indicators of the fragile state, including political, social and economic, we
see the formation of a checkered pattern of problems in the dictionary of the Kurdish
movement on the page of the Iragi nation-state. Therefore, the authors have tried to
explain the issue in question by applying the methodological foundations of the fragile
state theory and draw a new perspective on the emergence of the Kurdish movement in
Iraq; It should be noted that the research method in this study is qualitative and causal.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

It can be argued that the biggest problem of the Iragi government from the past to the
present was the issue of the Kurds of this country, which manifested itself in the form of
the Kurdish movement to preserve their ethnic and linguistic identity, against a
government whose members are mostly Arabs, has given. This issue has gone so far that
the existence of extreme attitudes in this regard has confronted various Iraqi
governments with the issue of Kurdish separatism. This is also historically clear. Iraqi
political history has recorded processes such as the Kurdish conflict with the Iraqgi
government and repression by the central government to the civil war and UN
interventions and the autonomy of the Kurdish regions; After the defeat of the Ottoman
Empire, the Iragi Kurds developed a desire for independence and separatism. For
example, after the Iragi invasion of Kuwait, the Iragi Kurds were able to establish their
own autonomous government; The Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Kurdistan
Patriotic Union are the products of these actions. Based on this, among the goals of this
research is to know as much as possible the bases and contexts of the development of the
Kurdish movement after the collapse of the monarchy in Irag, to explain the struggle of
the Kurds towards the formation of the Kurdistan region, to outline the atmosphere of the
fragile and troubled government in Iraq, and to In general, the analysis of the stages and
underlying factors of the crisis and the conflicting situation of identity-ethnic and violent
currents is as a scout of the Kurdish movement. In addition, providing a perspective of
the future situation of the Kurdish movement in the Kurdistan region and creating
possible future challenges in political and security dimensions and its effects on political
and ethnic norms for neighboring countries, especially Iran, in the atmosphere of
radicalism, the existence of terrorist groups and The fragility of the Iraqgi nation-state is
considered one of the most important necessities of conducting this research.

2. Theoretical Framework

The analysts propose criteria and indicators for fragile states in social, political and
economic dimensions and determine the examples and rankings of these states among all
countries of the world. They believe that these characteristics are found more or less
among all countries of the world. What distinguishes fragile states from other states is the
extent of these characteristics. These indicators are as follows:

A. Political indicators:

1. The existence of criminal perception of the state and its delegitimization; 2. The
spread of violence against human rights; 3. The existence of security forces and their
action in the form of government within government; 4. Interference of other
governments and foreign political actors.

B. Social indicators:

1. Increasing population pressures; 2. Large-scale flow of refugees or displacement
of people within the country with the emergence of a humanitarian emergency; 3. The
existence of revenge groups and groups that create fear and terror; 4. Continuous and
sustained escape of individuals.

C. Economic indicators:
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1. Unbalanced economic development of groups; 2. Rapid and severe economic
declin.

3. Research Methodology

Because they consider the method as a type of encounter with the subject, in order to
reach the reality and know it also, considering the fact that the topic of the current
research is the reason for the emergence of the Kurdish movement in Irag, the method of
causal explanation has been used; Because we want to find the reason for the emergence
of the Kurdish movement in Iraq.

4. Results and Discussion
A) The geopolitics of Iraq and the Kurdish Region:

Irag emerged as a modern state in 1921 and, like many countries, was looking for
nation building for itself. In fact, Iraq was not the product of a cohesive nation; Although
many efforts have been made so far to create strong social bonds among the people
living in this country, still we cannot boldly speak of a people under the title of the Iraqi
nation. at the same time, Iraq is located in the strategic region of West Asia and shares
borders with six countries such as Iran from the east, Turkey from the north, Syria and
Jordan from the west, and Saudi Arabia and Kuwait from the south. This country has
huge oil and gas reserves and is considered one of the most important oil exporting
countries after Saudi Arabia and also one of the important members of OPEC.

B) The fragility of the political dimensions of the state and the rise of the Kurdish
movement:

The unity of Kurds in line with the desire to form Kurdish movements can be seen as
a branch of the following factors: First; There was a government problem in Irag and the
country's political instability. For example, military coups and political purges at the
level of the armed forces and political leaders increased the scope of Kurdish military
action. During this period, the official position of the Iragi government was to solve the
Kurdish problem through military methods. Second; The topic was the help that other
governments gave to strengthen the movements of the Kurds in Irag. These were the
countries that considered the Iraqgi central government a threat to them. Among these
countries was Israel, which from the very beginning had a great desire to support the
Kurdish armed movement and did this by sending weapons and training the Kurdish
armed forces. Third; Due to the continuation of bloody wars in Iraqi Kurdistan and the
lack of a peaceful solution, the Kurds gained some kind of international support. fourth;
The flare-up of the war between Iran and Iraq was in the period of 1980-1988. The
Kuwait crisis in 1990 and Irag's invasion of this country created the biggest motivation
for the Iragi Kurdish movement to achieve a unique position in terms of regional and
international.

C) Kurdish movement and unbalanced economic development:

From 1958 onwards, that is, after the coup of Abdul Karim Qasim, Irag's relations
with the West are terminated. General Qasim followed socialist policies, which led to the
flight of capital and the departure of qualified and trained managers, and led to industrial
stagnation in Iraqg in the 1960s. But in the 1970s, socialist policies continued. During this
period, Irag's oil revenues increase all at once, and Iraqg's relations with America are
opened by Saddam Hussein and economic improvement and prosperity are provided to a
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large extent. But with the beginning of the eight-year war between Iraq and Iran in 1981,
due to the damage to oil platforms and fields in war-torn areas, the oil production of this
country faced a significant drop and decreased to about 897 thousand barrels per day.
Likewise, Irag's oil exports and oil revenues decreased to 872 thousand barrels and 10
billion dollars.

D) Heterogeneous social contexts and the Kurdish movement:

Saociologically, Iragi society is a multi-sectarian, ethnic and religious society; For this
reason, since the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of the
government under British tutelage until 2003, the process of nation-state building in Iraq
was mainly carried out in an imposed and authoritarian manner. In such a hundred-year
historical and cultural process, the Kurds and other minorities, who made up the largest
population of Iraqg, suffered a kind of isolation. From that time onward, this pattern of
nation-state building caused the formation and continuation of the identity crisis and
spread the seeds of discord; But except for a few cases of Kurdish rebellion, mostly they
were forced to remain silent. The mosaic fabric of Iragi society and the existence of
different ethnic-sectarian groups in this country form the main foundation of social life
and interactions and political-security behaviors of groups in this country.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

It should be acknowledged that in the fragile government of Irag, mainly the concerns
and demands of ethnic-identity diversity are not paid much attention, and the space for
civil participation and political competition is rigid and blocked. is. Therefore, in the
framework of the social indicators of the fragile state, in such a society Quarrels and
conflicts have become an undeniable part of it, and even today, violence and Extremism
has shown itself in the form of the radical group ISIS and others, with pessimism
towards the Kurdish population, the rights of this minority are not recognized, and it is
obvious that we are witnessing the release of most of the capacity of the local forces to
achieve their rights and outstanding demands. to be in the form of a Kurdish social
movement; Because the majority of the population of Iraq are Kurds and in addition, the
formation of various parties such as the Kurdistan Democratic Party, the publication of
local newspapers and magazines, all show the determination of the Kurds to stabilize and
develop the position of the Kurdish movement as a product and result of a The
government is fragile and helpless in today's insecure Iragi society.
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