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Abstract

As two key and effective regional actors, Iran and Saudi Arabia have played an
influential role in the relations and geopolitical developments of the Persian Gulf. In
the last decade and due to many political-security developments in the region, the
relations between these two actors faced serious challenges and the tensions between
them made the security environment of the region face a kind of political anarchy.
Now and in the shadow of new regional developments, with the mediation of countries
including Irag and China, we are witnessing the resumption of relations between Iran
and Saudi Arabia from 2021. In the present study, the political-security consequences
of the developments in the relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia on the political-
security equations of Iraq have been analyzed and investigated. The main question of
the research is, what are the effects and consequences of the prospect of relations
between Iran and Saudi Arabia for the political-security equations of Irag? The
research hypothesis is organized in such a way that the resumption of relations
between Iran and Saudi Arabia will have consequences for Iraqg, including: Irag's
withdrawal from the playing field and political coercion of both sides, reduction of
Irag's political permeability, authoritative confrontation with internal security crises,
promotion of political weight Irag, reducing the pressure on the adoption of a balanced
diplomacy by this country and increasing hopes for the management of challenges in
the field of environmental security. The research method of this article is descriptive
and of the case study type; In this regard, the conceptual framework is the basis for
analyzing and explaining the research data.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The relationship between Iran and Saudi Arabia has experienced ups and downs from
peaceful competition to hostility and severance of relations. The relations between the
two countries, especially after the Islamic revolution in Iran, took on new dimensions in
terms of substance and geopolitics. Two important countries of the Islamic world have
entered into regional, geopolitical and ideological competition since the late 1970s
following the Islamic Revolution and the formation of the Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council; This regional competition involves involving some neighbors in the regional
field. A significant part of the reasons and platforms for the escalation of hostilities
between the two sides after the 2011 developments included threats and crossing each
other's red lines in the strategic and identity fields. Following this event, the geography of
regional developments in Iraq, Yemen, Syria, etc. was raised as the political field of Iran
and Saudi Arabia.One of the important and influential actors in the region, which plays
an important role in the developments of the region, is the country of Irag. Considering
the interweaving of Irag's relations with Iran on one side and Saudi Arabia on the other,
this study seeks the perspective of the future relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia and
its impact on the political-security environment of Irag.

2. Theoretical framework

Neoclassical realism has based its theories on foreign policy. Randall Schueller is one of
the most important theorists of this school of thought. While criticizing the theory of
"palance of power" in structural realism, he believes that governments create balance
only when it is in their favor. In contrast to Kent Waltz's balance of power and Stephen
Walt's balance of threat, he presents the "balance of interests" theory in foreign policy
analysis. Schueller's balance of interests theory includes two fundamental concepts; One
at the unit level and the other at the system level. At the unit level, it refers to the costs a
government is willing to pay to define its values. At the systematic level, it refers to the
relative capabilities of revisionist governments and those maintaining the status quo.
Schueller believes that governments tend to cooperate for profit and gain rather than
security. In relation to the reason for the final selection of the theory of balance of
interests for this article, it can be acknowledged that the competition between Saudi
Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran after 2003 until now, in three platforms; The role
of internal factors in the foreign policy of countries, the revisionism or conservatism of
governments and the efforts of countries to accompany others with their own policies are
the framework of analysis.

3. Metholology
The research method of this article is analytical-descriptive. The propositions counted in
this research are analyzed based on the conceptual framework of balance of interests.

4. Discussion
How was the process of resuming relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia realized, what
were the strategic demands and requirements of both sides? What are the regional
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dimensions and consequences of this issue? What was the position of Iraq as one of the
most important spheres of influence of these relations and finally what political-security
consequences can be imagined for Irag are among the most important questions that
have been considered in the current research. The current research, in a regional
framework and finally focusing on Iraq issues, seeks to answer the question of what
political-security consequences the prospect of political developments in Iran and Saudi
Arabia will have for Irag. Of course, the focus of the article is mainly on the
developments of 2021 and the resumption of relations between the two sides.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The resumption of relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia, leaving Iraq as a playground
and political coercion for both sides, reducing Irag's political permeability, confronting
internal security crises with authority, increasing Iraq's political weight, reducing the
pressure on adopting a balanced diplomacy from this country. And it will lead to an
increase in hopes for the management of challenges in the field of environmental
security. It seems that if the resumption of relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia as
two active actors in the field of political developments in Iraq will lead to a kind of
friendship in the relations between the two countries, it will largely remove the
traditional limitations of the past in the field of Iragi governance and in the field of
diplomacy. And it will be domestic and foreign policy.
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