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Abstract:

Introduction: At least in the last three decades, the concept of identity
and its consequences on the behavior of governments at the regional
and international levels have been the focus of attention for
researchers and more broadly, critics of traditional theories of
international relations. In other words, it is argued that, unlike
traditionalists who focus on certain principles in the behavior of
actors, to explain the actions of states, one must take seriously the
power, preferences, interests and normative structures, that are
inextricably linked to the identity of the actors. For example, post-
Structuralists argue that the identity of the state is achieved through
the inscription of boundaries that mark the ‘inside' from the ‘outside’,
the 'self' from the 'other', and “iiiiiii i from “feeeggn”. Against this
background, this research tries to evaluate the process of othering by
actors in international arena and answer the basic questions of what
othering is. What role does othering play in the identity of actors? In
addition to answering the above questions, this study also attempts to
evaluate othering in the eastern policies of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the Russian Federation.

Research question: How do the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Russian Federation try to distinguish themselves from others with the
"looking to the east" strategy and what is the common point or
intersection of their strategies?

Research hypothesis: The research has arguments, the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation are trying to distinguish
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themselves from others (the West) by emphasizing elements such as
geography, culture, civilization, ideology, etc. The common point of
this distinction is the rejection of the West (especially the United
States). Similarities in the Eastern strategy of the two countries, such
as the geographical overlap, the emphasis on traditionalism and
traditional values (anti-modern) and anti-hegemonic multipolar order
also strengthens this common position.

Methodology: This research is qualitative, and the author has tried to
test the research hypothesis using a descriptive-analytical approach.
The data needed to explain the problem is also collected through
library studies (authorized articles, books and internet sources). Since
the purpose of the research paper is to provide evidence of othering in
the search strategy of Iran and Russia, the conceptual framework of
othering was used to test the hypothesis

Results and discussion: The results of this research show that
countries define their identity in the regional and international arena
and differentiate themselves from others through the process of
othering. This distinction is based on the specific characteristics of
each country, which can be cultural, historical, geographical, etc. This
othering is an inevitable part of identification. The results of this
research also show that identification and foreign determination can
be seen largely in the looking east strategy of the Russian Federation
and the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Conclusion: Iran and Russia are trying to distinguish themselves from
others (especially the West) by referring to their unique geographical,
cultural and civilizational features in the form of a look-to-the-east
strategy and at the same time they try to attract others (especially
Eastern countries) to their side. In the meantime, there are some
commonalities between the Russian Federation's and the Islamic
Republic of Iran's strategy of looking East, which increase the areas
of convergence towards identification and cooperation with each
other. The first of these similarities is the geographical overlap. In
this context, both countries emphasize regions such as Central Asia
and the Caucasus as a region of the East. Regardless of the physical
geographical dimension, both countries consider regions such as



Journal of Central Eurasia Studies, Vol. 17, No. 1, Spring & Summer 2024 257

Latin America in their geopolitical imagination as part of the Looking
to the East strategy. The most important point in this context is the
non-contradiction of the geographical borders of these two countries.
The second similarity between the eastern strategy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation is that both countries
emphasize traditional values. Values such as justice, equality,
freedom and similar values that are usually in conflict with modern
values (especially the interpretation represented by the United States
and European countries in the form of liberalism). Finally, the third
feature of the Eastern strategy of these two countries is their emphasis
on the anti-hegemonic multipolar order. Based on the interpretation
of these countries, there are different countries and civilizations in the
international system, each of which has its own characteristics and
coordinates, so we cannot have one.

Key Words: Multipolar Order, Othering, ldentity, Looking to the
East, Iran, Russia.
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