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The Impact of Russia's Regional Policies in West Asia on the
National Interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran
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The increase of Russia's presence in West Asia in recent years has affected
regional and international order and security. The Russia's approach in this
region towards other players influenced Russia-Iran interactions and Iran's
interests at the regional and global levels. This paper aims to address this
question: How Russia's regional policies in West Asia have affected Islamic
Republic of Iran's national interests? The paper is based on the theory of balance
of power. The paper’s findings show that the most important effects of Russia's
soft and hard balancing act on Iran's national interests in the region are: Help
countering Takfiri Salafi terrorism, increasing Iran's strategic depth, improving
Iran's regional deterrence power, strengthening the Axis of Resistance, reducing
the influence of America and the West in the region, and intensifying the
strategic interactions of Russia-China and Iran and their confrontation with the
liberal world order and unilateralism of America.
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