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Introduction: What is identity? Concisely, identity tells us who we are and creates a
connection between the past, present, and future, giving it a meaningful characteristic.
Identity is one of the central and yet controversial concepts that have occupied the minds
of many political and social thinkers and scholars. The aim of this article is to establish
a dialogue between Shayegan and Taylor on the issue of identity and self-understanding:
What points does Shayegan raise in relation to Taylor, and what insights does Taylor
offer to Shayegan? Based on this, we will seek to answer the following fundamental
questions: What understanding and perception of identity have Shayegan and Taylor
offered? And, following this question, what teachings and ideas do these two thinkers
present for understanding the concept of identity?

Methods: Since this article aims to achieve a deeper understanding of identity, we have
endeavored to explain the two concepts of identity and bricolage identity in the thought
of Shayegan and Taylor by presenting a conceptual framework. A deep understanding
of these key terms provides the foundation for a correct understanding of the ideas and
thoughts of these two thinkers.

Results and Discussion: Shayegan and Taylor have both made significant efforts in their
works to answer the question of what identity is. One has discussed the issue of identity
within the context of the traditional and Eastern world, while the other has explored the
modern world and the formation of modern identity. Their teachings can be formulated
into several components: The first component is understanding identity as a story or
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narrative; both thinkers try to connect the past, present, and future through a perception,
narrative, or story of the “Self” (whether individual or collective). The second compo-
nent involves understanding identity in an “in-between” state. This refers to individuals
being caught between two ways of understanding the world or two ways of life. The
third component is understanding identity through communication and dialogue with
others, which leads to the transformability of identity. The fourth component proposes
the concept of complex or hybrid identity. The fifth component emphasizes the role and
importance of moral foundations, great values, and the basic teachings of traditions and
religions in shaping and constructing identity, as well as our understanding of ourselves.
Conclusion: The significance of focusing on the issue of identity lies in the fact that, to
understand many social and political events and transformations in contemporary soci-
eties, we need to view these changes through the lens of identity. Although numerous
works and articles have been written about identity and self-understanding, addressing
various aspects of this issue, identity is fluid and ever-changing, necessitating contin-
uous reflection and contemplation. Shayegan and Taylor, as two prominent contem-
porary scholars of identity, have provided profound knowledge and a comprehensive
understanding of identity and self-understanding in their works, which offer important
insights and teachings for grasping the complexities of identity.
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