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Introduction

Citizens' perception of healthy elections is a significant and influential factor in the
democratic process, which can help to maintain and strengthen the legitimacy of a
country's political system. In this regard, it seems that one of the factors that can affect
citizens' perception of healthy elections is digital media. In this study, the seventh wave of
WVS data for Iran was employed to ascertain the direct and indirect effects of digital
media on citizens' perceptions of healthy elections through the mediation of cultural
variables derived from Inglehart's theories, specifically secular values and values of
emancipation. The results demonstrated that digital media did not exert a significant direct
effect on citizens' perceptions of healthy elections. Secondly, the results indicate that
digital media, by creating cultural changes and strengthening secular values and
emancipation values, had a negative impact on citizens' perception of the possibility of
healthy elections in the country.

It appears that a number of factors can influence citizens' attitudes towards healthy
elections, which is one of the cases of digital media. Digital media can significantly
influence citizens' attitudes towards healthy elections. The use of digital media platforms
to disseminate misinformation, challenge the legitimacy of political institutions, and foster
a general sense of skepticism, distrust, and disillusionment among citizens can contribute
to a pervasive negativity towards political institutions, including the possibility of holding
healthy elections in the country (Mojil et al., 2021). Additionally, social media can
influence the political attitudes of citizens regarding the way elections are held in the
country by creating a kind of cultural alienation (Smith and Cimino, 2012). It is argued
that digital media can lead to the creation of a culture among citizens through the
strengthening and expansion of secular values and emancipation in society, which is
compatible with the traditions and indigenous culture of that society. This contradiction
serves to reinforce the notion that digital media can facilitate the advancement of
ideologies that may ultimately lead to the dissolution of existing political processes,
including elections.
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In recent years, Iranian society has been one of the societies where electoral tensions and
challenging issues have become more prominent. The decline in electoral participation
and the emergence of political protests in recent years provide evidence that citizens'
perceptions of the efficacy of elections in the country may be flawed. This research aims
to address this important question through a secondary analysis of global values survey
data, which examines the impact of digital media on values indirectly through cultural
values. What is the relationship between secularism and emancipation and citizens'
perceptions of healthy elections in Iran?

Methodology

In order to test the hypotheses, the data from the seventh wave of the World Values
Survey has been employed in the case of Iran. The Global Values Survey is a global
research project that examines the values and beliefs of individuals, the manner in which
these values and beliefs change over time, and the social and political impacts of these
values and beliefs. The seventh wave of data for Iran, collected between 2017 and 2022,
includes 1,499 Iranian citizens. Of these, 74% were urban residents and 26% were rural
residents. Additionally, 51% of respondents were male and 49% were female, with an
average age of 39.5.

Results and Discussion

The results indicate that the coefficient of determination for the variable feeling of healthy
elections by the respondents was 0.173, which suggests that 17.3% of the variance of the
dependent variable feeling of healthy elections is explained by the variables investigated
in this research. Conversely, 82.7% of these changes are related to other variables that
were not investigated in this research. Additionally, as the coefficient of determination
falls between 0.13 and 0.26, in accordance with the criteria established by Cohen, it can
be argued that the effect size of the research variables on the dependent variable was
average. Conversely, the research results indicate that digital media had a positive effect
on secular and emancipation values, with effect coefficients of 0.23 and 0.25,
respectively. This led to an increase in these types of values. Furthermore, the findings
indicate that secular values, with a coefficient of -0.38, and emancipation values, with a
coefficient of -0.08, have the potential to diminish the perception of healthy elections
within society.

Tablel. The indirect effect of all digital media on the feeling of healthy

elections

Table 1 provides a comprehensive overview of the results from the structural analysis of
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the research, elucidating the direct and indirect effects of the independent variable. The
results indicate that the value of t, which is higher than the critical value of 1.96, suggests
that digital media has a direct and significant positive impact on secular values. This has
led to an increase in the prevalence of these values among respondents. Additionally, the
results indicate that the value of t in the relationship between digital media and
emancipation values is greater than 1.96, suggesting that these media significantly
enhance emancipation values within society. Conversely, the findings demonstrate that
secular values and emancipation values have a pronounced negative impact on the
perception of healthy elections in the country, reinforcing such destructive sentiments
within the broader society. Finally, the findings indicate that the t value of 1.96 is
significant; thereby demonstrating that digital media has a significant impact on the
emancipation values of society.

Conclusion

As previously stated in the research objectives and theoretical literature section, this
article sought to utilize data from the seventh wave of the global values survey to
ascertain the direct and indirect impacts of digital media on citizens' sentiments regarding
the level of healthy elections in the country. The consequences of this action will be borne
by Iran. The results indicated that digital media did not exert a significant direct effect on
the dependent variable. However, these media did exert a significant indirect effect on
people's feelings about healthy elections in the country. This effect was negative.

In alignment with the theoretical framework, the results of this research demonstrate that
digital media can have a profound impact on secular values. These media provide
individuals with convenient access to a wide range of information and perspectives, which
can facilitate the advancement of secular values. Additionally, by offering a diverse range
of content and accurate information, they can assist in increasing public awareness and
promoting civil and human values in line with the Western discourse. This can facilitate
cultural changes within societies. Additionally, digital media can have a positive impact
on values associated with emancipation by challenging traditional ideologies,
disseminating information about different cultures, and facilitating the transmission of
diverse viewpoints from around the world.

On the other hand, as mentioned in the theoretical part, digital media by strengthening
secular values and emancipation in some Islamic countries can have a negative effect on
people's perceptions about healthy elections. There are probably two main reasons why
digital media has such effects. One of the reasons for this is related to the unique nature of
these communication tools; Digital media allow people to freely express their opinions
and views on political and social issues, which may not be allowed in formal settings.
Therefore, people can share content and news in digital media that are not covered in
official media, and this encourages people to critically analyze the existing political and
social environment. In other words, digital media stimulate people to critically examine
value and political issues due to addressing issues that are rarely mentioned in official
media, which may lead to encouraging negative opinions about become political
institutions including electoral institutions in the country. The second reason depends on
the society's foundations. In Iran, digital media can make people distrust traditional values
and elections. Some reasons are: Some people say that the government's official media
makes people trust digital media and the news they publish. Also, there are not many
powerful groups, so people don't know much about politics. This is why digital media
tries to fill this gap. Thirdly, traditional media lacks diverse content, which draws
attention away from it and makes it harder for governments to control information.
Finally, digital media is more popular than traditional media because it spreads
information faster.
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3. Network Society Theory
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