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Abstract: The Bible testifies to the fusion of faith and love, but

love was never the focus of theology and the theologians ignored it.
In this paper, the factors of inattention to the concept of love in
theology were first studied. This is due to accepting an image of love
that separates its two types: agape love, which is not rooted in the
attractive characteristics of the beloved, and erotic love, which is
motivated by the characteristics of the beloved. The first type of love
was admitted in classical theology, and love in relation to God and
neighbor was described accordingly, but the second type was usually
forbidden. The theology of love in this writing, by revising this
division, accepts the definition of the erotic tradition of love in
theology since it considers it a non-mysterious and explainable
image of love. In criticizing the common attitude about love, the
point of view of Alan Soble, a contemporary philosopher, was used;
therefore, it was shown that love in relation to God is explicable in
the erotic tradition and can respond to challenges. This attitude
includes various elements, and in the paper, only the theological
elements were discussed, including: God is personal, has emotions,
is present in the world, in union with man and having care attribute.
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I ntroduction: Regarding  the

account of love in the Bible, the
question arises as to why no
theological system took it as
seriously as it demands. In search
of a reasonable answer, written
works including thoughts of
theologians who somehow made
use of this concept were surveyed.
Augustine was the first to initiate
this idea which influenced
following figures such as Aelred of
Rievaulx, Bernard of Clairvaux,
William of St-Thierry, Richard of
St-Victor, Throughout history,
nonetheless, love never took the
main attention of theology.
Theological shift onto love, by far,
started in the 20th century. But
still, there was no consensus on the
matter, and different definitions
and viewpoints have been
expressed. Theological shift onto
love, by far, started in the 20th
century. Anders Nygren in Agape
and  Eros, Mildred Bangs
Wynkoop in A THEOLOGY OF
LOVE: THE DYNAMIC OF
WESLEYANISM , Vincent
Briimmer in The Model of Love: A
Study in Philosophical Theology
,Thomas Jay Oord in The Nature
of Love: A Theology , all follow
different approaches, showing no

agreement on the matter, or better
said, a variety of opinions. In what
follows, first I argue that,
concerning intertwinment of love
and faith in a Christian context, to
stress on love is to put love in its
right place. Then I examine
obstacles in the way of a thelogy of
love. Here, I redefine love using
Alan Soble's theory of love because
i) his theory offers a reasonable,
explainable, demystified image of
love, and ii) it is, as a modern man
sees it, compatible with common
sense. Hence, I argue that love, as
known in an erotic concept, offers
a more reasonable explanation of
divine love, whereas love as known
in agapic tradition. Then I
examine what this entails for a
thelogy.

Methodology: This research was

carried out through a library-based
process. An analytical approach
was applied to the collected data, to
distinguish claims,
presuppositions and postulates.

Findings:

The Bible, as the most important
source of theology, presents the
Christian faith mixed with love.
(Matt 5: 48, Gal 5: 6) However,
throughout the history, theology
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has not shown appropriate interest
in love. What restrained theology
to do so are summed as it follows:
i) the thought that love is
fundamentaly incompatible with
reasoning, ii) adopting
philosophies that disapprove love,
ili) incoherency in the bible's
attitude  toward love, iv)
indefinability of love. (Oord, 2010:
7) Through revising the meaning
of love, mentioned former
obstacles are easy to overcome.
The official/common theology is
under the influence of medieval
philosophies which tend to
interpret Christian love as agape,
rather than worldly love ,Eros.
Agape, in the official teachings,
explains love between God and
man, in a sense of selflessness and
sacrifice. Whereas Eros, that is
almost seen as a sexual attitude
Alan Sobel, criticizing this belief,
demands eros, which means to
love  someone for  her/his
characteristics, is more capable
than agape in giving
comprehensible explanations of
love through demystification of it.
(Soble, 1990: 4) Hence, love would
no longer be an unreasonable
element of world. God, as well, has
characteristics that can be loved

for. According to the Bible, man
similarly deserves love for his
resemblance to God. That is how it
is arguable to have a thelogy
centered over erotic love. This
theology of love So, the theology of
love is a sort of critique of
mainstream theology, that is, it
revises the attitude towards Devine
love by offering a reasonable
interpretation ~ which is i)
philosophically  coherent, ii)
compatible with common sense.
Therefore, it is a moderate
approache with it roots in the
Bible's teachings. The
personification of God is an
immediate postulate of this
approach. Accordingly, he is to be
considered emotional,
sensitive,in-world-present, caring,
and of course, the ability to love
has been passed on to man from
him.

D iscussion and Conclusion:

The systematic mixture of theism
and love can answer modern man's
need to develop meaning. It also
frees theology from the platonic
concept of love. Furthermore, a
more sensible God is a more
reachable one, more compatible
with modern rationality and easier
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to have faith in, hence, more
satisfactory.
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