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Abstract: In the present article we try to examine the relationship

between Plato's theory of Ideas and his political and ethical thoughts.
First, we present an outline of the genesis of the theory of Ideas in
"Meno", "Phaedo"”, and "Republic". Then, we go on to examine
Plato's political and ethical thoughts in "Apology”, "Protagoras”,
"Gorgias" and again "Republic”. The study results in the conclusion
that Plato's "cave allegory" is the climax of both his theory of Ideas
and his politico-ethical thoughts. A close reading of "Cave Allegory"
and comparing its main ideas with the crucial problems of
"Protagoras" and "Gorgias" reveals the politico-ethical character of
the theory of Ideas. Contrary to the sophists who think they are the
locus of Truth, Socrates only keeps open the abyss of truth and
makes the student turn around it. In "The Symposium", Alcibiades
calls this "madness of philosophy". In the end, we try to provide a
possible answer to Nietzsche's and Popper's reproaches to Plato and
show that there may be a possible immanent reading of Plato's theory
of Ideas.
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Introduction: In the present

article, we try to examine the
relationship between Plato’s theory
of Ideas and his political and
ethical thoughts. Although Plato
invented in his philosophy a world
(i.e. the world of Ideas) that seems
to be as far as possible from life,
that is the social, the political, and
the ethical, our investigation
shows that Plato did it exactly
because the invention of this world
of Ideas was able to affect life for
the better. Plato never lived the life
of cynicism and the foundation of
the Academy is a living proof of
this claim. But, on account of what
criteria the philosopher (here,
Plato) plays a role in social life and
at the same time avoids the trap of
banality and doxa? Through the
examination of Plato's theory of
Ideas and his political and ethical
thoughts, we will try in this article
to give a possible answer to this
question, an answer which,
contrary to the fashionable
dismissal of his theory of Ideas as a
denial of the politico-ethical, or
worse, as a foundation of
totalitarianism (Popper, 1966),
may open the path to a possible
immanent reading of Plato's
thought.

Methodology: The method of the

present article is descriptive-
analytic, that is we first try to
describe Plato's theory of Ideas as
it appeared in his oeuvre, then we
try to find its relationship with his
thought and,
finally, try to analyze the outcomes
and results of his thought.

politico-ethical

Findings: In his Meno, Plato

makes an important distinction
between episteme (knowledge)
and doxa (belief) (Plato, 2005:
139). In Phaedo, the same
distinction between episteme and
doxa is still at work. But here the
distinction is not  merely
epistemological, but primarily
ontological. Here, two kinds of
beings are posited, the one kind
seen and varying, the other
invisible and unvarying (Plato,
1975: 27). In 102b it is agreed that
each of the ideas is something, that
is, it exists independently (Plato,
1975: 54). Here, knowledge is
defined as being in contact with
"pure and always existing and
immortal and unvarying things"
(Plato, 1975: 28).

In  Republic, the twofold
distinctions of Meno and Phaedo
become a fourfold distinction
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which is, like the Phaedo
distinction, both epistemological
and ontological (Plato, 2004: 206-
205). This is the well-known
analogy of the divided line. We
think analogy of the divided line
and the cave allegory as well is the
pinnacle of Plato's theory of Ideas.
Therefore, in our next step we
should examine the cave allegory.
But before doing so, we should first
mention another line of argument
in Plato's thought which is not less
important: education, education of
both the youth and the politicians.
We think that the problem of
education, like the theory of Ideas,
reaches its final formulation in the
cave allegory. Regarding this
second line of thought, we can
mention Apology in which
Socrates is accused of corrupting
the young (Plato, 1997a: 23).
Socrates'  apology
questions on education and the

contains

educators of the  young.
Somewhere, Socrates claims that
he has invited everyone "not to
care for the city’s possessions more
than for the city itself (Plato,
1997a: 32). Here "the city itself"
means the Idea of the city, and one
can very well conclude that

Socrates has corrupted the young
by the Ideas.

In Protagoras, Plato tries to answer
the question of whether virtue is
teachable and based on knowledge.
Here a distinction between two
kinds of education is introduced:
Socratic education which is full of
questions and answers and
sophistic education which is
somehow rhetorical and has
persuasion as its aim. In Gorgias,
the same question of Protagoras,
i.e. the relationship between
knowledge and  politics  is
introduced and discussed at
length. Here, the sophistic
education, oratory, is identified
with "flattery” (Plato, 1997b: 807).
So, Plato claims that true politics is
different from utilitarianism and
hedonism. It is, rather, the ability
to improve citizens not persuading
them (Plato, 1997b: 807).

Now, we can turn to cave allegory
in Republic. We think this ability
to improve citizens, this true
politics, is clearly explained
through the cave allegory and
thereby is connected to the theory
of Ideas. In his novel reading of
Marx, Frank Ruda raises an
important question:
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The history of philosophy, as a
famous saying goes, is nothing but
footnotes to Plato - struggling
with his paradoxes and claims,
repeating his questions,
attempting to turn against his
thought or even moving away
from it once and for all. Might one
not also claim: the history of
critical and emancipatory thought
(or philosophy) consists of
nothing but footnotes to Plato’s
cave allegory? (Ruda, 2018: 57)

This  question is relevant,
especially if we consider how Plato
himself sees the cave allegory. In
the beginning of book 7 of the
Republic, Plato clearly states that
his going to clarify, through this
allegory, the effect of education on
our nature (Plato, 2004: 208).
Without going into details of the
cave allegory, we just mention that
at stake here is what we can call
Socratic education through the
Ideas. Contrary to the way Gorgias
understands education, which, in
the last analysis, is nothing more
than  persuasion  providing
conviction without knowledge
(Plato, 1997b: 800), Socrates
believes that the truth is in the
student. The true education
consists in helping the student to

find the truth for himself, "it takes

for granted that sight is there,
though not turned in the right way
or looking where it should look,
and contrives to redirect it
appropriately” (Plato, 2004: 212).
The true and unexpected aspect of
this Socratic education manifests
itself in The Symposium. Here,
"Socrates refuses to be identified
with agalma, the hidden treasure
in himself, with the unknown
ingredient responsible for the
Master's charisma, and persists in
the void filled out by agalma."
(Zizek, 1993: 2) Alcibiades calls
this gesture of Socrates "the
madness and frenzy of philosophy"
(Plato, 2008: 57).

Discussion and Conclusion:

Based on our examinations, we
can conclude that "the madness
of philosophy” mentioned in
The Symposium is none other
than a dialectical and ceaseless
pass from one perspective to
another. A modern reading of
Plato's thought must insist on
immanent elements in his
philosophy, such as "turning
around" as the characteristic of
Socratic education. In a Socratic
education, instead of insisting
on independence and
inaccessibility of Ideas, one can
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insist on Ideas as the abyss of
truth.,
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