Hekmat va Falsafeh
Vol. 20, No.78, Summer 2024, Pp 7-44
wph.atu.ac.ir

DIO: 10.22054/wph.2024.76481.2200
Didactic Resources of Qaboosnameh in Ancient
Greece Scholars Based on Intertextuality Theory of
Gerard Genette

. Assistant  professor of Persian Language and
Ebrahim Danesh* Literature, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili,
Ardabil, Iran.

Assistant professor of Persian Language and
Faramarz Jalalat Literature, Ardabil Branch, Islamic  Azad
University, Ardabil, Iran.

Abstract

Studying literary and cultural interactions between nations is one of the scientific
ways of examining the extent and the ways of their intertextual presence of
linguistic, cultural, and intellectual elements in each other's literary texts. The
intertextual study of ancient Greek and Iranian literary texts can show the extent
and the ways of their literary, intellectual, and cultural exchange. One of the most
important manifestations of cultural interactions between Iran and Greece is the
manifestation of ancient Greek scholars' educational, moral, and social ideas in
Qaboosnameh. This paper has analyzed intertextual interactions of Qaboosnameh
based on the theory of Gerard Genette using a descriptive-comparative method
and concluded that the multitude of ethical and social issues obtained from the
ancient Greek scholars in Qaboosnameh illustrates the importance of ethics in the
individual and social well-being of the ancient Greek and the attention of Iranian
men of letters to this land as one of the important origins of world democracy.
Onsorolma? Ali’s prominent attention to Plato's wisdom stems from his utopian
thinking in Qaboosnameh, influenced by the teachings of ancient Greece and the
knowledge of various civilizations of mankind. The high frequency of implicit
intertextuality especially literary translation and allusion is in accordance with the
high literary quality of Qaboosnameh and the frequency of explicit intertextuality
especially quotations and proverbs prove Onsorma? Ali’s honesty, high wisdom,
strong memory, and explicit reference to scholars of Greece persuade the readers.
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1. Introduction

The cultural, linguistic, and scientific exchange has been current as long
as human history, and the two civilizations of Iran and Greece have
been in linguistic, literary, and cultural interaction. This exchange led
to a rich language, expanded intellect, and authors' ability to explain
various concepts and intentions. The foundation of the Seleucid
government and Greek cities in Iran resulted in extending the Greek
language and culture there. In the era of the Parthian and Sasanian
Empire scholars, authors, and wise men of these two civilizations got
familiar with the teachings of each other. In the Islamic period, Iranian
authors and intellectuals absorbed various knowledge of Greeks in
Islamic-Iranian culture and thought. The mixture of Iranian civilization
and culture with Greek wisdom had such an influence on the scientific,
cultural, and literary texts that ignoring it leads to ignoring a big part of
the factors of its progress.

2. Literature review

The author of the article “Qaboosnameh” claimed that Onsorolma? Ali
has used the wisdom of Greek famous intellectuals in the chapters of
his book.

The author of “Transferring of Greek Philosophy into Islamic World &
the influence of Plato & Aristotle in Farabi’s Practical Wisdom” has
explained that Iranian great dynasties had a remarkable role in
persuading the translators of Greek works.

The authors of “Coexistence of Lyric and Didactic Literature in the
Mirror of Intertextual Analysis of Nizami’s Works and Qaboosnameh”
have regarded Qaboosnameh and Nizami’s Works central texts in the
cultural, literary, and civilizational exchange of Iran.

3. Methodology

This article has studied formal and thematic elements of Qaboosnameh
and the teachings of ancient Greek intellectuals and its role on the
literary merits of Qaboosnameh in a descriptive-comparative way based
on Gerard Genette’s Theory.

4. Discussion

Persian Didactic Literature provided valuable works for Persian
speakers to get the wisdom of ancient Greece. Qaboosnameh is one of
the remarkable didactic works of Persian literature. Referring to
intertextual evidence of the application of thoughts of the intellectuals
of ancient Greece has led to its attraction in the culture and civilization
of Iran. Onsorolma? Ali uses proverbs and wisdom all over his books.
He believes that wisdom grows the intellect. So it should be offered in
the best way and in the best textual and situational context. The high
frequency of Greek wisdom in Qaboosnameh makes it valuable for
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intertextual study to recognize the amount of reflection of ancient Greek
wisdom in it. Literature shares words, images, and thoughts of several
individuals and groups in various areas. Common readings of literary
texts lead to interactions that are beyond national, historical, linguistic,
and cultural limits. Therefore intertextuality has existed throughout
history. It is and it will be in the future. Roland Barthes regards
intertextuality as the base of the textuality of a work and considers the
work as a tie in a network. The process of borrowing words, quotations,
allusions, etc. shows intertextual relations properly. As Gerard Genette
said intertextuality is a direct or indirect presence of the elements of a
text in the other text. In explicit intertextuality, a text recalls another
text clearly. That is the author distinguishes the elements of the former
text literally and sometimes with quotation marks, etc. In implicit
intertextuality, the reader discovers the relations between texts based on
his intertextual knowledge and the signs included in the text, in hidden
intertextuality the elements of the former text come in the present text
literally or unclearly.

5. Conclusion

Several intertextual pieces of evidence indicate that Onsorolma? Ali has
achieved educational wisdom from ancient Greek intellectuals and used
it in his work to attract the audience with his great art of writing and
persuade them to accept it. A high number of teachings that begin with
the address” Oh son” and Onsorolma? Ali’s intimate statements refer
to the paternal relation of teacher and student in the Greek and Iranian
cultures. Common intellectual topics and contents reflected in
Qaboosnameh show that human different civilizations share their
treasure of wisdom in a cultural interaction. The high frequency of
moral, social, and ideological teachings of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
and Lugman means that Onsorolma? Ali was familiar with the main
sources of Greek wisdom and used it in the literary and didactic
structure of his book proficiently. Onsorolma? Ali has used Aristotle
and Alexander’s teachings mainly in political, military, and royal
topics. The high amount of implicit intertextuality (artistic translation)
shows the high proficiency of Onsorolma? Ali in the art of writing. One
of the reasons for the use of educational wisdom of Greek intellectuals
is his persistence to base his moral teachings on the severe foundations
of Iranian, Islamic, and Greek intellects.
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