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Abstract

Evidentialism positsathat thei epistemic) valuehoff propositionsr liest in their evidencee
However,falternativei approaches,rindependent ofsevidential support, have emerged to
maintain validity when competing viewpoints falter. This phenomenon, often termed
"epistemic presumption," serves as both a procedural starting point and occasionallyholds
substantive truth-value. In discussions surrounding the existence of God, differing
presumptions—whether theism, atheism, or non-belief—are contentious. Theists and
atheists assert positive claims necessitating evidence, while agnosticsrposit that both
positionsdackrsupport,tcontingent upon evidence provision. Thus,ithe burden of proof rests
upon all three perspectivest
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Introduction

In debates concerning the existence of God, there exists a notion of adopting a particular
proposition as a presumption. This[presumption suggests that in the absence of evidence to
the contrary, it is epistemically justified to adherento itu However, this presumption is
sometimes viewed merelitas a startingnpoint, devoid ofl inherent truth-value, and its
epistemological significance remains contingent uponithe failure of competing approaches
to provide rationaler Conversely, others regard this presumption asamnore substantive—an
established foundationlthateis bothrjustifiedvand trueiiUnlessmanalteanat ve approach can
refuteiit,hits truth-value is maintainedfBoth perspectives boast proponents, and this paper
aimsub scrutinize their2espective-arguments.

ResearchrFindings

1 Beliefanwsod-is foundationalrandmotideduced from otherlbeliefs Plantingatarguestthate
thedfoundationalcnatureeofsbeliefaint Goderestsfoni ther properr functioningr ofscognitive
faculties,rrelievingethe theist of the burden of proofwwccordingato Plantinga,4natural
theology holds merit only in the presence of evidence against God's existence—a
substantive presumption. Thus, adopting theism temporarily or as a premature hypothesis
holds little value (Plantinga, 1979: 27)t Wainwright contends thatthon-beliefanecessitatesi
suppressingrthevinnate religiousdnclination inlhumansltIfireliancewn naturalifaculties.andc
instinctsdseleemed reasonable, the presumptionttilts towardsmreligious belief. Analogously,
phenomenarsuch@sibelief in therexistence of-othereminds and-therexternalrworld(domotm
demandaproof; the burdenaftproofidoesdot lieAvith theaclaimant asrthey are prima facie
acceptedl and) intuitivelyureasonable to affirmi (Wainwright, 2003:a81)yyHowever, this
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approachalacks compellingprationaletand positsibeliefiintGodms beyondsthe agent's reach
and independent oftcognitive faculties—an assertionrcontrary to the ethics of belief.

2 Disbelief in God's existence servesaas the presumption,iwith the burdenhofippofrresting

on the theisttrSomeiargue' that bothrtheists andratheistsiacknowledge the existence of the

physical world;thowever, atheists refrain from positing anything beyond this, while theists

introduce a transcendent creatorp Additionally, some view atheism as a priortand valid

assumption based on three main reasons:iits negative rather than affirmative assertions, its

majority acceptance,oandrthe perceived low probabilityii theism being truer(Poidevin,i
2010:147-50). Scriven (1966: 103) and Hanson (1972: 323) contend that the absrnce of

sufficientweasons for God's existence constitutesrevidence for his nonexyrencectlowever,

this perspectivewshflawed Asserting thattthelmetaphysical structurelof theeworldlalignse
solely withlGod'srabsence, andtthattonlyfproponents offGod's inclusionAnmetaphysics bear

the burdennof proof, necessitates compelling evidencesand argumentsii Furthermore,

contrary to their assertions,sno intrinsicidifferenceeexists between positive and negative

statements, and personal inclinations do not determine presumption or the superiority of

eitherwide.

3. Nonbelief serves as the presumption, wherein no affirmative or negativerclaims are made
regarding the existence of God. Flewrassertsithat the debate'sroutsettinvolvesaarlacktofi
conceptioncandethetsuspensionsoftjudgment cegardingtGod'scexistence orfnonexistence,has
stanceole termstfnegative atheism" (Flew,i11972:t32-38)ttNielsentarguesohat, ethically,tthe
preferable.positiondswotremaintentirelymoncommittalamtilisufficientaeasonssor a specific
commitmenttarewresented¢Nielsen,t1977:1147) KennyW ends thatthavingagresumptionr
regardingfGod's  istencelisn't particularlytproblematic,tbut neither theistmoratheisttholds
aasiperiorlposition therebyqKenny, 2009:1122)c

4rrNo presumptionl existsu Amid. confir ation,t refutation,aori suspension,i there isanoA
inherentlyiepistemicallylsuperior starting(point (bedt)procedural, substantive, or otherwise)r
Rational discussion metro dology differs from that of judicial and legal courts,] which
operate/on the presumption of innocencen Each position—confirmation or refutation—
rsqs ires argumentation, wilh no return t" acstarting point. Failing to choose between the
two, nonbelief emerges as a rational stanc, yet it too necessitates epistemic supportmAll
three positions assert positive claims while simultaneously seeking toerefute one another,
thustengaging inebahsnegative andtpositivemkaimsi

Conclusion

Thegjuestion ofwhat Godbs,rand whether the concepthislconsistent otnimconsistent,gemainsi
unanswered Those(eéngaging inrthis debate shouldergthe responsibility of prov dmgvant
answnr hSimilarly,rtheuqut stiontoft God's existencepislas complexcas the former, withsno
prioracommitmenttrequiri ditAlltthoee approachdsitoithetproblemanfeGod'stexittenceestands
onsequal footing; the burdenefipraaf restsronmp hwAmonbeliaverraoasmot holdMrsuperior
position unless they canasubstantiate their monbeliefavithwompellingaeasons Flew'sinotionK
ofiprocedural presumptionilacks valuefinlcientific discourselllnrweightyidebatesmuch asl
the one concerning God's existence, agnostics cannotcsimplybdismissrexisting)arguments
without evaluationi
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1. evidential theist

2. reformed epistemologist theist
3. fideist theist

4. atheist

5. agnostic



b cldlio ool 0S|y o 4 300 (sla b gy g WY lde o cdino) oyl )0 & ylas Lglj a3l
b old grie Al caioj oyl )5 Olisiod 3 ()l isupled] s b pasuine Clgie (i
b oo (6yobllas 109y (258 iy Ao 50 kT o2 ol &S Cl (5yLlas b (2,8 jiod Gl
oo bty Canlosal alio 31 Ll o iy)5S ool allie 51 i )3 5 ol o Ses,oY
daxxlye g die (pl 53 (el 0Ly 2 &' (s yte oo 4y i ()3 ()8 (o5 (A

D0 poliie 5 aind oyl sl Cuwlonds

G959 (gulidigh g y
oo Cbys Oluoyd o 1)1 503 5l llatial g gl Sygo 4 g Jlos gy b gl ol

Jol 56 Al @S IS oy Culosds oS 5 ()55 (2,8 8 4 (liiie A
Celodg nlgds oo 3 slial poj) 9 (o San 3

oy
Yaiso 3 Cardge o g 1
5 Y 1) 435 g g Ml |y e G ¢ sale (658 S )3 48l O 28 ey 3] 5.

Walton, ) msps )8 o clbee odge 4 1y (3y9] > ailog g wudd JL3 £900 alais ynly
Sl 5l O oy 9 18 4ol8l Vsl by o oo 40T i (23 sy (g (20141 1

o (cleto o 1 b s oy ST oy 30003 4.5 g el b S g5 ol b o 315
oS Sl B g ua ) dlaze] Lo ol (3o 4 4l b w3, 35b o Banlis o s w29 ()il 395 <Ll o
tpld o0 Cdyro S yoby O ediols J@lswml)wkji\b

Ay o B et (1

Olo o) 4 tniS By O o1y o 4l B s iy o 53 gl 28 (8L 2 )3 Lo o8
0,135 Ol gt 4oldl ()] L3Sy SVl a8 Sloj b g 39 o 48,3 o450 oS e ()] (Buo &S
ot o o cillsen 12lgi i) oz 48 ol el 503 Ol s Iolo a3l 295 g 4
doyio g el dads )5 ol 38" iz Gl STl 0> iy Byl o g 3y )18 S
ilolis gy (A6 ol )3 g wlgs i (o) Ballan 5 Jgdne (6yal (092 (S (20 (B

6. presupposition
7. default position
8. procedural



VFol sl 6ylois ipidn 5 a%sjjd “;o)iw//c)Lrjd.i«.«.@ 7Y

Lo o o /cillio ey Ll aisg 8Ly 1358 05 Sl b el o 3t o (3o
g pL 2g58 L jo Ol s ($)595y 05 1 g 35 gy Con (Somgluow B g o asil IS
2Rt O Atadlgis (518 5 N> ST el bl (28 st Olod b Lo a2 g0 iBym0 g0
539 Sl (o) S o o (b Lol gy 5 b sl s (bt o S ) )
3 Jd)aj)a Sl ol &S (6 puad AiSlo £ Jlgss Ciglaie gy 0950 Sxe ol o Ol
Sl P, u.»L» O (Syab o Sl 108 D39 liyo 6l &’9’*’5’1 23)55L adol Cls 4y 0,Lg0
(Flew, 1972)
(Slubids it a2n4i5) 2819 o B it (0
d9is 0 Jd adllas () e 5l 9 39 oo dsuild (8Uo Y g Anlgds a8l 4y 5L3 (ygs  olie o8
(DG o3 gl < yoyd i @dlde gled) 4 ad] a8) WS s ) Lo o) Wl calleo oS Sloy b
Wyt 0o |y olive (63,8 503 pousd 4 Camlodin ol () (Bhuo 9 4390 0,35 (ol & dliizel
pile 1y llseo 5 2o o B3lo |y Ol 5 Sl (S48 sl 5 bl salsis 5 518
Al byl Lol sl 3,85 yob )50 i (123 i (3] s ascdl WS o Juds 8 4
Sl 29y 5 4 (I iy o ardls a8 5 o 31 5l 5 Eapds abai Lo o
e 195 45 50l gl Sl ey 4 oap Mol Lwlidcdpme ()a8)b iges

o o 43 U8l oy 0lag s SIS 53l s ol 39 o cols 9
092 (28lg gledl Lol o o8 g Canol ooy 51T s ailiods (55L5, o2 o) (25 Jlb ol ( lio
Lo g Uimo pluS &y ) 28 s <S5y 4 Wi Sl 0 )il diso oyl 50 1] (o 53 0,135 ol
&)l g dlpiiiy sl 4 Byl S aS 005y iz o HoLLlas b jallus (6635 j5 Lilody )84
Olay )l 4 cibge |y cillsn 5 00,8 (Byne dinej iy |) 393 gge oo 9w 4 (Sualy
S2Sag) upse 5B 4 Dby ke Cusbge 351y 4 o &S Culodges
Slse e Ly )3 )8 i Jor 4 gy i (opme )3 (sg) & (e IS0l 25
e Jlgy S (ol 45 39l > )15 (6% csleal b appdy o (oS S5 Sl iz Bl
ol

QTR by .Y

)13 3929 Syido jgal (S0 0,35 So LI L (B SVl g (udd b ole (52 o 5
Slaleds o)l 5 (i plio ;0 aydy 5 baacly § Bad o Cou )ls L@] iy b byl oS

9. substantive
10. grabbing the default position

11. appeal to ignorance fallacy
12. burden of proof
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