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Abstract

An essence is the intuitable objective correspondent of a concept. Phenomenology is the science
of these objects and the science about them. But is it possible for every concept to have an
essence? This question is a crucial one since any concept without essence would be eliminated
from phenomenology. The phenomenological meaning of such concepts would be a challenge.
Excluding a subject matter from phenomenology is a consequence of the refusal to achieve a solid
mindset about it because of the infeasibility of intuiting it clearly and distinctly. As a result, such a
concept would be ambiguous, inconsistent, or incomprehensible and every conceptualization or
standpoint about it would be ultimately an arbitrary appropriation. Arbitrariness here can mean
insisting on a metaphysical and, of course, unreasonable position, a collective (cultural) belief, or
a personal or artistic attitude. Furthermore, it is inconsistent with our expectation of
phenomenology as an all-encompassing science that some categories could be identified outside
of its domain. Notwithstanding, this ideation tends to be problematic and disputable for some
categories. This possibility has been questioned for theoretical concepts, natural kinds, cultural
concepts, and transcendent universals in one or another way. After elaborating on these problems,
we attempt to figure them out. These criticisms have failed to comply with the phenomenological
epoché, the unreality of the transcendental area, and the solipsistic nature of phenomenological
research. Their failure is caused by relying on science in phenomenological research. According
to our observations, intuiting an essence simply means determining an individual object’s
belonging to the corresponding universal concept. Thus, the impossibility of ideation for a
category implies that it is impossible to determine whether any individual object falls under the
aforementioned category, while all the discussed criticisms acknowledge that determination.

Keywords: Natural kinds, Cultural concepts, Transcendental objects, Theoretical concepts,
Phenomenological epoch.
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