The University of Tehran Press

Journal of Philosophy of Religion  onine issn: 24236233

Home Page: https://jpht.ut.ac.ir

Dasein’s Death in Light of Johannes von Tepl’s Christian Humanism

Mohammad Javad Haj’jari

English Department, Faculty of Humanities, Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran. E-mail: hajjari.mohammad@razi.ac.ir

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article History:

Received: November29, 2023
Revised: March 16, 2024
Accepted: March 17, 2024
Published online 12 July 2024

Keywords:

Dasein,

Death,

Heidegger,

The Ploughman from Bohemia,
Johannes von Tepl

Heidegger in Being and Time represents death as the culmination of Dasein in his
life possibilities and considers it as a criterion in defining the totality of Dasein, its
suspension of being and its stretching from birth to death, a problem that apparently
has no connection with the Christian tradition. However, the explanation of death,
especially in Section 48 of his magnum opus, refers to a humanistic conception of
death in the late Middle Ages which was first introduced by the Czech poet Johannes
von Tepl in the 15th-century poem The Plowman from Bohemia (Der Ackermann
aus Bohmen). Heidegger’s particular use of a quotation from this poem in explaining[
Dasein’s death in Being and Time on the simultaneity of Dasein’s birth and death
builds upon the humanist interpretation that Johannes presents in his poem.
Johannes’ Christian humanism in rendering the relationship between humanity and
death was not only gave a new interpretation of death in line with late Medieval
philosophy but also played a significant role in the development of humanist thought
at the beginning of the European Renaissance. Exploring Heidegger's use of
Johannes’ poem in processing the concept of Dasein’s death not only makes it
possible to better understand this phenomenon but also reads Heidegger's non-
religious philosophical framework in defining Dasein in light of Christian humanism.
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1. “Sobald ein Mensch zum Leben kommt, sogleich ist er alt genug”.
2. dasein

3. Johannes von Tepl

4. Der Ackermann aus Béhmen

5. Sitbote

6. Schiittwa

7. West Bohemia

8. Jan ze Zatce

9. Neustadt

10. Charles IV, Holy Roman Emperor (1316-1378)
11. Wenceslaus, King of the Romans (1361-1419)
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12. Friedrich von der Hagen (1780-1856)
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1. Margaretha

2. Johannes von Neumarkt (1310-1380)

3. Alois Bernt

4. Martin Luther (1483-1546)

5. kapitel

6. genus iudiciale

7. content structure

8. Tractatus de crudelitate mortis

9. Knihovny Prazské Metropolitni kapituly
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1. Stoics
2. Scholasticism
3. Augustine of Hippo (345-430)
4. Dialogus mortis cum homine
5. Lucius Annaeus Seneca (c. 4 BC-AD 65)
6. Boethius
7. De consolatione philosophiae (524)
8. Petrarch (1304-1374)
9. De remediis utriusque fortunae

10. De miseria humanae conditionis
11. Pope Innocent 111 (1161-1216)
12. exordium

13. narratio

14. argumentatio

15. refutatio

16. peroratio

17. black death
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1. “als balde ein mensch geporen wirt, als balde hat er den leikauf getrunken, das er sterben musz. Anfanges geswistre ist das
ende” (Knieschek, 2020: K20).
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1. Nascentes morimur

2. Der Ackermann aus Bdhmen, hrsg. v. A. Bernt & K. Burdach (Vom Mittelalter zur Reformation. Forschungen zur
Geschichte der deutschen Bildung, hrsg. v. K. Burdach, Bd. I11, 2. Teil), (1917), Kp. 20, S. 46.

3. “Prima quae vitam dedit, hora, carpit” (Herc. Fur. 3. 874).

4. Hercules furens

5. “Tota vita nihil aliud quam ad mortem iter est” (Cons. Polyb. 11.11.2).

6. “Quisquis ad vitam editur, ad mortem destinatur” (Cons. Polyb. 11.11.3).

7. De Consolatione ad Polybium

8. “Nascentes morimur, finisque ab origine pendet” (Astronom. 4.16).
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. Astronomicon (c. AD 30-40)
Marcus Manilius

. Commentary on Genesis

. being-certin

. uniiberholbare: non-outstrippable
. the loss of being

. vorlaufen: forerunning

. eigentlichkeit: authenticity

not yet
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1. schuld: debt

2. inheritance

3. ripeness

4. “Was ein mensche entlehent, das sol er widergeben.... [JJeder mensche ist vns ein sterben schuldig”.
5. leikauf

WS Saby ey 4 der Leikauf ool &8 4 g (VAYA) 0,8 slebs 5 w25 wsSL 5| (The Deutsches Worterbuch) lal ;b San s 5l Jas 4
6. geworfenheit: thrownness

7. aussteht: outstanding

8. coming-to-its-end of what-is-not-yet-at-an-end

9. lack of totality

10. becoming

11. ending

12. sein zum ende: being-towards-the-end

13. zu-ende-sein: being-at-an-end

14. in-der-welt-sein: being in the world

15. “werde, was du bist!”: “Become what you are!”
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1. ererbte: inherited

2. geworfen in den Tod: thrown into deat

3. temporal stretching-along

4. vorlaufende entschlossenheit: anticipatory resoluteness
5. seinkdnnens: potentiality-for-being

6. das sterben
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