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Abstract

‘Allamah Tabataba’1 is one of the founders of the branches of
philosophy in the realm of Islamic thought. Philosophy of ethics
is one such branch that he has discussed in his book "The
Principles of Philosophy and the Method of Realism", Tafsir al-
Mizan, and in his other treatises, under the title of "subjective
considerations" (i’tibariyat). ‘Allamah’s perspective in the field of
ethical judgments seems non-realistic. However, careful
examination of different aspects of his thought reveals that he is a
realist. Despite considering ethical obligations and the moral
goodness and evil as subjective, he interprets them based on
reality. For this reason, he should be considered among the
realists. According to ‘Allamah, the goodness and evil are
considered based on ethical obligations and the ethical obligations
are considered based on the real necessity between action and the
goal. The goal of ethics is felicity, and the motive to achieve
felicity i1s not subject to taste, agreement, command, or
prohibition. Therefore, its desirability is real, and since achieving
the goal is not possible without performing an action, a person has
to inevitably consider the necessity between oneself and the
actions essential for the goal, which is termed as ethical
obligation. In this way, the subjective consideration of the ethical
obligations is based on the real desirability of the ethical goal, and
the real necessity between action and that goal. The basis of the
subjective consideration of goodness and evil to be real, is also
explained in this manner.

Keywords: Ethics, Realism, ‘Allamah Tabataba’i,
Ethical Obligation, Goodness and Evil,Subjective
Consideration (i’tibar).
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