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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: The present article studies and compares the feminine narrative in Midag Alley (1947) by
Najib Mahfouz, a well-known Egyptian author, who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in
1998, and Saman Moqaddam’s cinematic adaptation of the novel, Cafe Setareh (2006). This
article examines the transformation into cinema, analyzing narrative quality in both mediums.
Article history: In the movie, which as the product of the interaction between literature and cinema narrates a
part of women’s life asmembers of the oppressed classwho are in socio-economic contention
with the dominant class, the presence of feminine narrative is apparent. However, this
Received in revised form: 25 narrative style is not as obvious in the novel. The conflict between the two classes has made
September 2022 the film’s narrative more feminine. In general, the film’st narration has been changed
creatively: the narrative of Cafe Setareh is feminized by the prominent presence of female
characters,ia sympathetic exhibition of women’s situation, the multiplicity of narrators, a
Published online: Summer 2024 romantic portrayal of love, dreamlike characterization, symbolism, the narrow spatial setting,
Keywords: meticulous attention to detail, and misandry. However, only some of these components, such
Adaptation, Cafe Setareh, as symbolism, a narrow spatial setting, meticulous attention to detail, and misandry, can be
seen in Midaq Alley.
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