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Abstract

According to Naser Khosrow’s cosmological thought, the whole nature and its six
forces (hyle, form, time, place, motion, and stillness) have a special position in the
levels of existence as well as in the integration of the spiritual and physical worlds.
The whole nature is a subtle essence through which the movement of the physical
world and pre-eminence on the hyle world is attainable. It is also the preserver of the
types and forms. The physical world is the result of intermingling the form with the
hyle as a creating, discrete, sensible, and passive essence. Time is another force for
actualizing the powers of beings. Place is also a boundary that includes objects and
bodies. Movement, in the absolute sense of change, occurs on the object. The
generation and decay, excess and deficiency, and change and metamorphosis which
are the most important types of movement, appear in quantitative and qualitative
essence. The analysis of Nasser Khosrow’s ideas on the whole nature and its forces,
which he dealt with mostly in his prose works and less in his pems, provides the
basis for a better understanding of his view on the creation of the world. The results
shodwe that the origin of many of Nasser Khosrow’s beliefs in this regard can be
traced back to the thoughts of Greek philosophers, especially Aristotle and to the
thoughts of Ismaili thinkers.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A section of ancient wisdom and philosophy dealt with understanding the nature and
its forces. In this regard, wise Muslim have been under the influence of Greek
philosophers. The whole nature, its forces, and accidents hold a high status in the
cosmological attitude of Nasser Khosrow, a poet and thinker living in the 5th century
AH. This study sought to scrutinize and analyze the thoughs of Nasser Khosrow on
the whole nature and its forces; that is, hyle, form, time, space, movement, and
stillness. The study tried to see the status of the whole nature and its forces as a
significant issue of this world in Nasser Khosrow’s intellectual system. Not any
comprehensive studies has been conducted so far on the issue, so this study can
explicate his attitudes towards the whole nature and its position in his works.
Moreover, it can explicate the origins of his thought in this regard.

2. Method

Taking content analysis as research method, this study focused on Nasser Khosrow’s
works. It seems that his opinions on the nature are more expressed in his prose works
than in his poems. So, his prose works were at the center of the analysis and
discussion of this study. Nasser Khosrow’s opinions on the whole nature were
explored and analyzed, but the history of the issue were traced back to the works of
Ismaili thinkers. Moreover, their original sources were sought in Aristotle’s works
and ancient myths.

3. Results

The whole nature, including significant forces (hylomorphism, form, time, space,
movement, and stillness) in the works of Nasser Khosrow, is a part of the hierarchy
of existence that occurs after order, invention, the whole intellect, and the whole
soul. As the substitution of the whole soul in creating and managing the underworld,
whole intellect plays a significant role in making a connection between the spiritual
and physical cosmos. Nasser Khosrow’s ideas on the whole nature seems to have
been affected by the Ismaili ideas compiled earlier by such scholars as Abu Yaqub
Sajestani, Abu Hatam Razi, and Hamid al-Din Kermani. These ideas have been
affected in turn by such earlier ideas as those of Greek scholars, especially Aristotle.
To Nasser Khosrow, the whole nature is a force of the whole and essential forces of
the soul characterized as subtle, driving the physical world, dominating over the
hylomorphic world, and the protector of the types and forms that have been created
after the hylomorphism. Hylomorphism is considred the shadow of the whole soul



and like the soul is a created substance. From the perspective of whole soul, the
whole nature emerges in its shadow. Then, four singular natures intermingle and
unifies with the essence of the body and each of the four elements is put in its
position. Being an substance, the whole nature is close to the body but is not a body.
It is the action of the whole soul and the origin of the action in the physical world.
Its action appears on the body without intermingles with the substance of the body.
It acts just like the light passes through a clear crystal. The subtle substance bestows
an action to every objects of the world that object can not go beyond that action.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

To Nasser Khosrow, the whole nature and its forces (including hylomorphism, form,
time, space, movement, and stillness) is considered a level of creation and the
mediate between the spiritual and physical world. One of the forces of substance and
whole soul is subtle motivating and dominating over the material world. The force
is considered the preserver of the types and forms. It is not a body but in terms of
substance it is just like body. It bestows a specific action to each one of the bodies
of the world. Nature is the actant of the components of the world. It is the origin of
functioning of objects, ilustrating people, and transforming plants into animals and
other things in the material world. Though the nature is a subtle and immense
substance, the material world is abundant with it. A hylomorphism is a significant
force of nature. It is an creating substance that the world is the result of its
combination with form. Time is another significant force of whole nature. Time is
the result of movement; especially the movement of the skies. Time is different from
age that is the absolute survival and duration of matterially single souls. Place is
another force; a limit embracing objects and bodies. Movement is the opposite of
stillness. It is another force of the nature that occurs within time. Movement is
defined as a change in the essence of body and appearing in a new form. The most
significant types of movement are decay and disintegration, metamorphosis and
change, and increase and decrease. The movements occur in the substance, quality,
and quantity. The origin of Nasser Khosrow’s thoughts on the whole nature can be
traced back to the thoughts of the ancient Greek philosophers (especially Aristotle),
as well as the thoughts of Peripatetic philosophers and and Ismaili thinkers.
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