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Y. Introduction

Throughout the history of Iran's literature, there have been many
writers who have written memoirs in the form of novels, but in
contemporary literature, we are witnessing a new type of literature
called Habsiyeh (Prison Literature). From the point of view of
historians, habsiyeh is considered as one of the historical sources.
Habsiyat could practically be counted among other historical
documents, and sometimes even as unique documents in writing
history2

The memoirs of prisoners of war are a new type of habsiyeh in
contemporary literature, and one of the levels in stylistics, through
which one can easily think about and understand the ideas of a poet is
the level of thought.

The level of thought in prisoners’ memoirs includes adherenceeto the
ideals, maintaining beliefs, defending values, etc., which has a
meaningful relationship with the findings of the present study.
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Y. Methodology

In this study, an effort is made to analyze the outstanding novel
entitled "The Leg Left Behind" at the intellectual level. The present
study follows a descriptive-analytical method, and the research data
are library documents based on historical and literary books.

Yygpaaaa

When talking about captivity, one of the main words that comes to
mind is torture. In fact "prison as a punishment has created two types
of feelings in prisoners throughout centuries, i.e. fear and loathing,
loathing of the lack of freedom and fear of torture

In the novel "The Leg Left Behind" the author talks about the tortures
that Iraqgi forces inflicted on the prisoners. Another form of torture was
forcing the prisoners to lie on the hot and burning ground. The
Baathist forces used all methods of torture against prisoners, including
the use of electric chair. One other form of torture was the starvation
of prisoners. In addition to physical torture in Iragi prisons, Iranian
prisoners were also subjected to mental and emotional torture. Types
of these tortures are mentioned here: Mental and psychological
tortures for prisoners are more severe than physical tortures, and their
effects remain on the soul and psyche of the combatant for a long
time. Standing in the queuefor counting the prisoners made them face
the severity and difficulty of this act. They had to sit on their two legs
and wait for a long time for the Ba'athists to come to count them and
were not even allowed to leave the line. In captivity, the condition of
the toilets was unsanitary, damp and smelly. This caused the prisoners
to suffer many problems and their mental condition was also ruined.
The dining of the captives has been depicted by the author as well.
The lack of sanitation in the POW camps caused them to face various
animals and insects. One of the conditions that the captives had was
shedding tears, which happened when they got close to Karbala and
Imam Hussein (AS). The Iragis were aware of the love of Irani
prisoners for Imam Hossein, and for this reason, they provided the
ground for the tears and regrets of the captives.

Being in captivity makes warriors face deep homesickness and
longing for the family. Missing family provides good days to be with
friends.

In prison and captivity, thoughtful people struggle with deep fear of
the conditions there, and the numerous tortures, and the uncertain



future makes prisoners explore different thoughts in their minds.
Thoughts that brought tears and sadness to them and made these
people struggle with nightmares and different imaginations.

One of the issues that can be the basis for captivity is complaints. The
prisoner in the terrible conditions there does not see any hope before
him, and for this reason, he feels that his soul is imprisoned, and he
opens his mouth to complain.

One of the concepts that can be seen in the literature of resistance and
imprisonment is the patience and resistance that the prisoners show
and try to endure and sing.

The main problem in captivity was the existence of spies and peddlers
who auctioned off everything cheaply. Spies worked for Iraq and tried
to do so with the coordination and support of the Iraqi government and
with the help and cooperation of some other prisoners against the
regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran to stage a coup. This is one of
the most bitter events of the captivity.

¢. Conclusion

Resistance literature is considered to be an important factor in the
history of Iran, and has played an important role in preserving the
homeland and protecting it. When it is connected with the element of
imprisonment, the sacrifice, tolerance and courage of the warriors are
manifested more vividly and the audiences’ belief in them is
strnghtened. Habsiyeh, or prison literature, which includes the
thoughts and feelings of the prisoners, plays an important role in
describing the post-war experiences. In this study, the memoirs of
Seyyed Naser Hosseinipour in the captivity of the Baathist forces are
examined. Hosseinipour has focused his attention on imprisonment
and captivity in the novel "The Leg Left Behind". In the examination
of the level of thought in the novel seven components were observed:
V) Physical torture including using a club and cable, looking at the
sun, sitting on hot ground, hanging from the ceiling, electric chair,
thirst, not treating the wounds.

Y. Mental torture including: playing songs, forming queues for
counting the prisoners, the state of toilets and bathing, the state of
food, the presence of lice.

¥) The internal state of prisoners including: sadness, loneliness,
longing, hopelessness, worry, fear, complaint, patience and resistance,
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apology, maintaining ones’ pride, weakening of spirit for disease and
lack of health, threats, humiliation.

A) humor and creativity in captivity

©)The presence of spies in captivity

VReligious beliefs and[ledebrations in prison

V)Entertainment devices in captivity

Keywords: Resistance literature, Imprisonment, Contemporary novel,
The Leg Left Behind
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