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The historic and important event of the Irag's Baathist regime war
against Iran, despite the all-round and unprecedented impact it had on
various social, political, and cultural fields of Iranian society, provoked
men of letters to react against this incident because they were part of this
society, and, therefore, directly involved with the issue of war and its
problems. Today, the result of these literary reactions is specifically
called the “Holy Hefense” literature. Novel is one of the didely used
literary genres in this type of literature, which has attracted the attention
of many writers due to its structural capacities in representing the event of
war. As speakers and users of the language, most novelists of the Holy
Defense, from the beginning of the war until now, have described and
depicted this great event; under the influence of the cultural and
ideological atmosphere that governs each period, they have tried to
produce their works and introduced different discourses to the literature
of Holy Defense. Mohammad Reza Bayrami is one of the famous authors
of Holy Defense literature, who is influenced by the dominant discourse
system to create novels in this field.

Lam Yazra is one of Bayram's prominent novels, which has become
one of the bearers of the speech system of the :+++s by using the
ideological function of language to confront some of the prevailing
attitudes regarding the historical period of the Iran-lraq war. Considering
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the issues raised, it seems that a theoretical framework is needed for a
comprehensive and detailed research on the Holy Defense novels in
general, and on Lam Yazra in particular, which can clearly reveal the
close connection between the language and the text of these works with
macro structures. Critical discourse analysis is a new model in literary
studies which is more related to this study due to having a sociological
aspect and precise methodological tools for the study of language and its
two-way connection with cultural, social, political and historical
structures and processes.
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Through a descriptive-analytical approach, this study seeks to explore
the discourses in the novel Lam Yazra, by rereading it in the light of
Norman Fairclough's critical approach, and to answer the questions of
whether the discourse that governs the space of the story serves to
maintain relationships, and the ideological power is structured in the
layers of the social structure or in the direction of weakening and
transforming it.
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Y-\, The level of description in Lam Yazra

In the description section, there is a meaningful relationship between
the formal features of the text of the story and the discourse that played a
role in the creation of Lam Yazra novel; features like repetition of words
such as "war, love, Shia, destiny and life" throughout the novel,
establishing semantic contrasts between the words "love, life and war",
"Shia and Sunni” and "destiny and coincidence", and using opposing
phrases by the characters of the story. In stating the causes of war and
using the element of metaphor in the title of the work, there are
propositions on the level of description that were involved in explaining
the coded ideology of the author in the discourse of the novel.
¥-Y. The level of interpretation in Lam Yazra

In the interpretation section, the author's defamiliarization in choosing
the situational context, characters of the discourse, and the adventures of
the novel have formed a suitable platform to express a different work with
a special perspective. Despite the two-sidedness of the war between Iran



and Irag, most of the heroes of the works in resistance literature have
been created by Iranians, and none of the writers had the courage to deal
with stories that are comprehensively and transparently written by Iraqis,
until Mohammad Reza Bayrami wrote the novel Lam Yazra and selected
heroes from the Iraqgi front.

Another noteworthy point in the interpretation of Lam Yazra is
Bayrami's use of literary and cultural heritage in accordance with the
background knowledge of the audience. The novel's intertextual
connection with the myth of "filicide" and the epic of "Rostam and
Sohrab™ is one of these cases, which can be seen as an emphasis on the
discourse raised in the novel about the similarity of human beings despite
the diversity of cultures and intra-cultural differences, and about the
shared ending of men in the of the destiny.
¥-¥. The eeeee ee €e nnmnnnmnLmmzzz ra

In the explanation section, the basis of Bayrami's discourse in Lam
Yazra is a kind of critical attitude towards war, which is in complete
contrast with the ideas ruling the historical period of the novel. In this
critical and creative discourse, what is most criticized are the false
traditions and institutionalized ideologies that exist everywhere; false
traditions and ideologies lead to war between two nations on a macro
level and civil war between two nations and two religions on a micro
level, and more tragically, they destroy the love that can create a beautiful
and peaceful world. According to the findings of the study, Lam Yazra's
discourse, in distancing itself from the literature committed to
revolutionary ideals and values, should be considered as a break in the
discourse by emphasizing principles such as condemning the origin of
war, marginalizing the polarizations that took place in the field of
committed works, and considering the parties involved in the war as
equally accused. The novel tries to replace and stabilize the literature
committed to humanity in the field of holy defense.
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The findings of the study on the three levels of Lam Yazra's discourse
show that Bayrami, in a different approach to war, has highlighted
components in his work that have been less discussed in the field of holy



defense literature. In the meantime, the most important component that is
highlighted in the discourse of Lam Yazra, around which other
components are articulated, is the avoidance of fanatical ideologies and
false traditions. This work strictly avoids the ideological aspects of war
and recognizes ideology in any form and at any level as a source of
tension and war. From the point of view of Lam Yazra's discourse, the
mission of holy defense literature and novelists is not to align with the
dominant discourses in considering the opposite front to be aggressors
and presenting a holy image of the defense of their own forces, but to
negate and condemn the intellectual bases and ideologies that create and
continue the war on both sides of the battle. The opposition to the
ideological point of view and the cause of ideology for the spread of war
can be checked both in the formal field of Lam Yizra's discourse and in
the field of semantic implications that have been made possible by the
actions of the characters in this work.

Keywords: Critical discourse analysis, Holy defense novel, Lam Yazra,
Fairklough.
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