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Abstract

Characters are considered an important element of narrative in a novel and a narrative work. This
element, in addition to the structural aspect, is also responsible for a large part of the ideological form
of the story in terms of thematization. In his theory of discourse analysis, Van Leeuwen links the
element of character and the discourse of the work. He talks about the representation and non-
representation of actors and their relationships with the discourse of the work. Based on this theory,
this study aims to analyze the famous novel Mot Saghir by Mohammad Hassan Alvan. It is a
character-oriented novel that deals with the life of Ibn Arabi, a famous Sufi of the 6th century, in the
form of a narrative mixed with the author's imagination and reality. Ibn-Arabi encountered various
personalities in his mystical journey and in the journeys he followed to achieve his mystical goals and
purposes. The narrator of the story, according to the historical aspect of the work and the influence of
each of the personality types in the formation of the discourse has focused on their representation by
relying on different methods of elimination and expression.
Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Mohammad Hassan Alvan, Van Leeuwen, Arabic Novel, Mot Saghir.

~ Corresponding author
Omidi Chartagh, M., Sadruddini, A., & Yegani, M .(2023). Criticizing Mohammad Hassan Alvan's Novel Mot Saghir Based
on Van Leeuwen's Theory of Discourse. [Research on Mystical Literature, 17 (2): 111-126.

2476-3292 © The Author(s). BY NG

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

d 10.22108/jpll1.2024.139999.1807


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
mailto:Omidiirani5@gmail.com
mailto:ardashir.sadraddini@ymail.com
mailto:m.yegani@iaumahabad.ac.ir
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22108/jpll.2024.139999.1807
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4053-538X

ii /Research on Mystical Literature, Vol. 17. No. 2(sequential 51), Fall & Winter 2023

Introduction

Today, in light of the theories of discourse analysis, the concepts and hidden foundations of many
literary works are understood through linguistic structures, and the reader can understand the
infrastructures and foundations or the sources of the formation of a work to discover and analyze the
discourse itself. In fact, "discourse can be seen as two sides of the same coin, on one side of which is
speech and on the other side is its social custom and function" (Yarmohammadi, 2003, p. 178). In
other words, discourse is formed from the relationship between language, power, and ideology of the
text. In fact, critical discourse analysis "explains why texts are produced in relation to sociological,
historical and social factors, it elevates the analysis from the level of description of texts to the level of
explanation, and from the point of view of inclusion of research, the scope of analysis is also increased
to the level of Macro, meaning society, expands history and ideology" (Aghagolzadeh, 2005, p. 21).
Discourseology, as an approach, speaks of different methods that the theories related to this field act as
methods.

Of course, van Leeuwen does not speak about the removal and statement of agents and performers
in general. Rather, according to him, the method of deletion and expression is done in different forms
in a story, each of which has a small role in the formation of different dimensions of the discourse.
Therefore, in Leeuwen's theory, unlike other theories in the field of discourse analysis, the discussion
is about the representation of characters or narrative agents. Based on this, the present study examines
the prominent and famous novel Mot Saghir from the point of view of Van Leeuwen's discourse-
semantic theory. The novel is written by the Saudi author Mohammad Hassan Alvan and is inspired by
the life of Ibn Arabi. The study tries to determine the representation of the agents and the coordinates
of the constructed world and determine the dominant discourse of the novel. The study aims to answer
the following two research questions:

1) How has the author used omission and statement to convey his discourse and ideology?

2) What is the reason for the high and low frequency of each of the elimination and
statement methods?

Review of literature

Van Leeuwen's (2008) circular discourse pattern is one of the new theories of critical discourse.
Often, in critical discourse analysis approaches, three concepts of criticism, power, and worldview are
considered, which are not addressed in other branches of linguistics. Leeuwen believes that the basis
of critical discourse analysis is based on the principle that the manner of expression is effective in
perpetuating and justifying the factors of discrimination, inequality, and force on the society by the
ruling power. He defines the method of discourse analysis based on the principle of representation of
actors, which is managed by the ruling[power. Basically, “the methods of representation of social
activists are language-based because they appear in language and verbal discourse; However, the type
of presence and role of activists as active or active and the social role and function they have in the
discourse is of great importance. Therefore, first, the type of social function of the actors and their
presence and role in the discourse is explained, and then the linguistic expression of these roles and
functions is investigated” (Van Leeuwen, 2008, p. 30).

Van Leeuwen’s Discourse Analysis Theory deals with the representation of social agents in the
discourse based on the two categories of openness and concealment. In his opinion, each of these two
categories can have important results for the analysis of discourse in terms of functionalism and
semantics of a literary work or narrative. In this theory, the way actors are represented has a
significant impact on forming the discourse, transmitting, and presenting the discourse, as well as the
effectiveness of the narrative discourse. In fact, the characters in the story are considered
representatives of the discourse of the work, and the removal and statement of each of them contribute
to determining the direction of the discourse and shaping it. Therefore, it is tried to investigate the
functions and reasons of this representation.

Methodology

The method of this research is descriptive-analytical. Based on Van Leeuwen's theory (2008) and
the various components of this theory, the present study examines the way actors are represented in
the novel Mot Saghir and describes the functions of each component.

Result
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In the novel Mot Saghir, more of the statement has been removed, due to the historical nature of the
novel and the vastness of time, the space of the narration has been appropriated. Therefore, at first
glance, the author has avoided mentioning all the agents, relying on this historical tone, and basically
mentioning all these cases is in conflict with realism. In order to visualize the events better, the author
has observed them from the point of view of the narrator, who observes and narrates the events like a
real person.

Deletion is used more in the novel Mot Saghir. The author often narrates the events about which he
has realistic and expected information from the agent. Therefore, these agents are poorly represented
at the narrative level. The author has used the element of elimination in a natural way to present a
narrative in which the reader gets mixed up with the character of Ibn-Arabi and thinks he is a sibling.

In Mot Saghir, the role determination component is used a lot. The mystical aspect of this novel,
which is used to express and develop the condition of Sufism characters and build the plot of the story
based on the struggles and quests of the main character of the story to achieve the goal, provides the
basis for the application of the activation component from the axis of role determination. The
characterizing component or determining the type of role with its subcategories is reflected in the
work. In the novel Mot Saghir, the author uses linking to express the originality of the characters.
Linking each character to a scientific, mystical, religious, or political group was important for Ibn
Arabi, and the author often used this method at the beginning of introducing agents. With regard to the
same goal, the component of separation has also received the author's attention. In fact, he has
reviewed the agency that is represented at the level of narrative in terms of belonging and not
belonging to mystical worldviews.

Abstract depersonalization is less used in Mot Saghir. Alvan uses more objectification in his novel,
and the multiplicity of actors and social agents in this work plays a role in the multiplicity of the work.
In his mystical work, Alvan has used spatial orientation and also instrumental orientation to objectify a
large part of agents and has removed the border between humans and objects. As a result, what is
obtained after extracting and analyzing the social agents and their way of representation is the
discourse of the work. In fact, from van Leeuwen's point of view, this method of simple analysis can
determine the path of discourse identification for the reader and is a definite and efficient tool for
discourse analysis. The results also show that in his work, Alvan acted in the representation of the
characters in a technical manner and in accordance with the discourse of the work. The characters that
serve the mystical discourse of the narrative have allocated a large part of the representation, and
historical figures have a smaller share of representation despite the historical tone of the novel.
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