Journal of Research in Arabic Language
E-ISSN: 2821-0638

Document Type: Research Paper

Vol. 16, Issue. 1, No. 30, Spring & Summer, 2024

Received: 10/12/2023  Accepted: 14/04/2024
https://ui.ac.ir/en

Analysis of Directional Metaphors (up-down) in the Novel ‘FrankensteineinBaghdad’ by
Ahmed Saadawi

Amir Iranpazhouhi
Ph.D. Candidate in Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran
Ali Ghahramani *
*Corresponding Author: Associate Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran
Email: Dr.ghahramani@azaruniv.edu
Abdolahad Gheibi
Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran
Hasan Esmailzadeh
Associate Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Tabriz, Iran

Abstract

Researchers in cognitive science believe that language is of great importance and
consider it a gateway to the mind. According to them, language is one of the highest
manifestations of the mind, which is a product of knowledge and a cognitive process in
itself. Therefore, cognitive linguistics, as the school that considers language style,
learning, and use to be the best reference that can be used to explain human cognition, has
a special place in cognitive science. Cognitive linguists such as Lakoff and Johnson
consider the metaphor not as a literary craft but as a suitable tool for how to think and
refer to it as the conceptual metaphor.

One of the important types of conceptual metaphors is the directional metaphor, which
is effective in conveying concepts, the author's attitude, and expressing mental and
abstract themes in the form of sensations and material experiences. Metaphors are used in
language beyond what we see in traditional rhetoric, and by looking at them and the
indirect and symbolic meanings of linguistic expressions, a deeper understanding of texts
can be achieved. The present study investigates the directional metaphor (up-down) in the
novel Frankenstein in Baghdad using a descriptive-analytical method. Although the
mapping (up-down) in the novel is mostly used to express natural physical states, the
author in some cases also uses de-normization and de-familiarization manners, using
metaphors from concept to concept. In this regard, the novel Frankenstein in Baghdad is
full of cognitive metaphors, especially directional metaphors. In this study, we have
discussed cases related to directional metaphors (up-down) and extracted diverse and
broad meanings from them.

In this novel, the up-direction metaphor is used with the theme of dominance, power,
health, happiness, life, forcing, abundance, rationality, faith, understanding, openness,
hope, good social position, wisdom, warmth, and pride. On the other hand, the author has
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implicitly mentioned the metaphors of the lower direction, which means being under
control, weakness and incapacity, illness, sadness, etc. The author has imagined a
physical state for them to induce them in the mind of the audience. He used words like
‘Tahtaz, ‘Favgha’, Tdd ‘Alae and also verbs in the past and present tenses. Through the
topics that are mentioned in directional metaphors (up-down), we clearly understand that
they are all abstract topics and the author has imagined a physical state for them. This
cognitive transfer of metaphor made it a tool that reveals all these directional perceptions
aIT 11T CSCBBBBBHEBB 1B BBB BBBBBBB BBBBBBBBC.

The author used man's physical and physical locations in the world and his objective
experiences in order to point out the cultural and intellectual features and connotations
that these metaphors carry. In other words, by using these metaphors, he gave the words
new meanings and gave his statement a force that distinguished it from other speech. The
use of metaphorical speech has superior cognitive power if we compare it with ordinary
eeeec,, S eee nnnnn nh.. eeeces tttt tttt d Saaaassss ss dd eeaeeees aee ileeed 00 BBB
culture and to the directional determinants that he formulates with directional metaphors
that express that culture. In other words, the metaphor in the field of cognitive linguistics
is not just a linguistic tool to beautify and decorate speech. Rather, it is a cognitive
method that is the result of the interaction of the two mental-sensual fields, as it reflects
much of the knowledge existing in the society, and the recipient relies on it in the process
of interpretation and understanding. Metaphors in the cognitive field expand the field of
interpretation, as they open up to multiple meanings and expand the space of
connotations.

Keywords: Cognitive  Semantics, Conceptual Metaphors, Directional —Metaphors,
Ahmad Saadawi, Frankenstein in Baghdad.
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