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ABSTRACT
The current study was designed and conducted to develop a communication

model of mass media aimed at enhancing the moral literacy of professional
Iranian football players. For practical purposes, the study employed a
descriptive-survey research design with a mixed method approach to data
collection. The qualitative segment of the research focused on experts and
professors in sports management with relevant experience and knowledge, while
the quantitative segment targeted all male football players in the premier leagues
and the Azadegan League. The total population comprised 612 adult players
from 16 professional league teams and 18 Azadegan League teams. Research
tools included semi-structured interviews and a questionnaire consisting of 21
items with 2 main component variables in Likert scale format. Data analysis
involved open, axial, and selective coding for the qualitative segment, and
structural equation modeling for the quantitative segment. Data analysis was
conducted using SPSS version 24 and Smart PLS version 2 software. The
findings revealed that various forms of mass media influence the moral literacy
of professional athletes. Based on the study results, it is recommended that mass
media platforms incorporate the teaching of moral values and literacy directly
and indirectly in their programs, especially for prominent professional football
players and other members of society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sports has significantly impacted the individual and
social lives of people across various dimensions,
engaging many individuals in cultural, social,
economic, and political realms. The observance of
ethics in sports holds great importance, underscored
by the emphasis on ethical conduct in sports within
the context of Islam, Iranian culture, and traditions.
Both Islam and lIranian culture regard sports as
intertwined with ethics, recognizing the essence of
ethical behavior as integral to the spirit of sports.
Historically, the significance of ethics in sports is
evident through traditional Iranian sports such as
Zorkhaneh and wrestling. These sports have long
been revered as embodying ethical values within
Iranian society. However, contemporary sports
culture reveals a decline in sportsmanship and ethical
standards among various stakeholders, including
athletes, coaches, referees, spectators, mass media,
and club managers.

Instances of misconduct, including rule violations,
disrespect towards opponents, protests against
referees, and a win-at-all-costs mentality, have
tarnished the ethical fabric of sports. Such behaviors
have associated sports with moral transgressions,
leading to concerns within the sports community in
the country. The prevalence of moral lapses in
professional sports appears more pronounced than in
other facets of sports, owing to factors like fan
culture, financial incentives, racial and linguistic
biases, fan expectations, and the relentless pursuit of
victory. These factors have led many athletes in
professional leagues to deviate from ethical
principles. The ethical dilemmas arising from
inappropriate behaviors in sports have tainted the
professional sports environment, resulting in
instances of immorality that not only impact the
sports domain but also spill over into broader societal
contexts due to the pervasive influence of sports.

Methods

The current research employed a descriptive-survey
methodology for data collection, with a mixed
research approach. The initial stage involved a
gualitative thematic analysis to develop the model,
followed by a descriptive-analytical quantitative
method utilizing a correlation type based on the
structural equation model to validate the model. The
research design followed a sequential exploratory
mixed method, starting with qualitative analysis and
transitioning to quantitative analysis. The research
instrument was developed after conducting
interviews and achieving theoretical saturation. It
consisted of 21 items organized into four general
components: moral sensitivity, moral potential, moral

reasoning, and types of mass media, rated on a five-
point Likert scale ranging from "too much™ (5 points)
to "too little” (1 point). The qualitative segment of the
study targeted experts and professors in sports
management with expertise in moral literacy and
ethics in sports media. Purposive sampling was
employed to select interviewees, with 18 individuals
ultimately chosen for the sample. In the quantitative
segment, the statistical population comprised all male
football players in the premier leagues and the
Azadegan League. Each professional team in these
leagues (16 teams in the premier league and 18 teams
in the Azadegan League) consisted of 18 adult
players, totaling 612 players in the community.
Following Morgan's table, a sample size of 242
players was determined for the quantitative analysis.

Results

The findings regarding the fit indices of both the
measurement and structural models in the study
revealed that the values of Cronbach's alpha and the
composite reliability for all variables across
components exceeded 0.7, signifying the model's
strong reliability. Moreover, the research results
demonstrated that the convergent validity rates for all
components surpassed the standard threshold of 0.5,
affirming the adequacy of convergent validity in the
study. Divergent validity was also assessed and
confirmed through a component-by-component
matrix analysis.

Additionally, all factor loadings associated with the
research components exceeded 0.5, indicating the
appropriateness of this criterion. The study's
outcomes highlighted the influence of various forms
of mass media on the moral literacy of professional
athletes. Based on these results, it is recommended
that mass media outlets consider incorporating the
teaching of moral literacy and values directly and
indirectly into their programming, particularly for
influential figures such as professional football
players, to contribute positively to societal moral
development.

Conclusion

In general, it is evident that various educational
institutions and platforms, such as schools,
universities, mosques, and social media, can
contribute to teaching moral literacy in society.
However, mass media holds a significant role due to
its extensive reach and diverse nature. Different
forms of mass media, including domestic television,
satellite channels, internet platforms, virtual social
networks, newspapers, and magazines, play a crucial
role in fostering moral literacy among professional
Iranian football players. They have the potential to
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enhance moral sensitivity, moral reasoning, and
moral potential among these athletes. Regrettably, the
Iranian Premier League has witnessed numerous
instances of misconduct among players in recent
years, ranging from verbal abuse and conflicts with
various stakeholders to issues like doping, addiction,
alcohol consumption, and betting. These behaviors
underscore the deficiencies in the moral literacy of
professional Iranian football players. While
disciplinary committees often resort to punitive
measures against offenders, there is a pressing need
for a proactive approach to cultivate moral literacy
through mass media channels. Efforts by the Ministry
of Sports and Youth, the Football Federation, football
clubs, the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance,
radio and television authorities, among others, should
prioritize moral education through mass media as a
preventive measure rather than relying solely on
punitive actions after transgressions occur. By
instilling moral values through sustained media
campaigns, the likelihood of immoral behaviors
among professional football players can be
minimized. It is crucial to recognize that immorality
within Iranian professional football is not limited to
players alone but extends to fans, technical and
management staff, and referees. Addressing the moral
literacy of all stakeholders in professional football is
essential to foster a culture of sportsmanship and
integrity. Future research endeavors could explore the
moral development of these diverse stakeholders,
presenting a valuable avenue for further investigation.
While this study examined the overall impact of mass

media on the moral literacy of professional football
players, future research should delve deeper into the
specific influence of each media platform on the
moral development of these athletes. Prioritizing and
understanding the differential effects of various mass
media channels on the moral literacy of professional
football players can provide valuable insights for
targeted interventions and educational initiatives in
the sports realm.

KEYWORDS
Moral Sensitivity, Moral Potential, Moral Reasoning,
Professional Sports.
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