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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

In the context of sociological studies, sport is
viewed as a social phenomenon that unites
society. As a social ritual, sports possess
remarkable  dimensions and influence
(Afrozeh, Mozafari, Aghaei, & Safari, 2016).
The conceptual scope of exercise cannot be
fully understood without considering its
interaction with external variables; it extends
beyond mere physical or mental activities.
Sports have influenced, and are in turn
influenced by, cultural, social, economic, and
political spheres (Shahrrezaei & Shirzadi,
2017).  Sporting events have become a
political tool for countries and governments to
promote themselves, pursue political and

economic goals, showcase local products and
businesses, highlight local culture, promote

tourism, and improve their international image
(Heslop et al., 2010). Political psychology
integrates the disciplines of psychology and
political science, while also benefiting from
contributions from other fields. As a branch of
social psychology, political psychology
provides political science with valuable data
and motivates political scientists to investigate
political behavior empirically (Moftuh, 2014).
Domestic diplomacy needs rational and real
interaction with foreign diplomacy to achieve
relative success. Consequently, what is
enacted in foreign diplomacy does not exist
independently of domestic and national
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boundaries. In the current climate of
international relations, domestic and foreign
diplomacy are in constant interaction at all
levels. A failure to recognize this interaction
can lead to confusion and contradictions
within the media. Given the biased
representation of Iran by Western media as a
country whose goals and policies conflict with
certain global values, emphasizing sports
diplomacy can be a powerful tool to counteract
this media portrayal. It can help neutralize the
negative atmosphere and present Iranian
culture and identity to the world in a positive
light. The ambiguity surrounding the
development and implementation of political
psychology has resulted in a lack of serious
application of this field in sports and
underutilization of its potential. This
highlights a research gap, leading to both
scientific and practical uncertainties in the
area. Based on this, the aim of this research is
to investigate and explain the model of social
factors affecting the development of political
psychology in Iranian sports. The focus is on
elucidating the social dimensions that
influence the advancement of political
psychology within the sports context.

Materials and Methods

The present research employs a descriptive-
correlational method for data collection, with
a practical purpose, and was conducted in the
field. The statistical population includes
specialists and experts in psychology, social
sciences, political science, and sports
management (such as directors of general
sports administration and sports
organizations). It also encompasses sports
bodies (including the Ministry of Sports,
managers, coaches, athletes, and referees) as
well as university professors and researchers
specializing in the political psychology of
sports. The statistical sample was estimated to
be 10 to 20 times the number of dimensions in
the conceptual model, which is sufficient for
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modeling in PLS software. A total of 375
participants were selected using a targeted
sampling method. Data were collected using a
researcher-made questionnaire, with its face
validity confirmed by 9 experts. Additionally,
the reliability of the questionnaire was
assessed using Cronbach's alpha (0.91) and
composite reliability. To analyze the data and
evaluate the model fit, structural equation
modeling was conducted using PLS3 and
SPSS24 software. The reliability and validity
of the structure were confirmed in the steps
detailed in the findings section using Smart
PLS software. For analyzing the findings,
structural equation modeling was employed,
encompassing both first- and second-order
confirmatory factor analysis of the three-
variable structure and path analysis between
them.

Findings

The research findings were examined and
analyzed in two sections: descriptive and
inferential.

According to the figure and the following table
regarding the development of dimensions and
factors of political psychology in professional
sports, the dimensions of strategies have the
greatest effect on the results, with a value of
=0.761. Causal conditions have an impact on
the main phenomenon, with a value of
B=0.313. Background conditions impact the
main phenomenon with a value of f=0.760,
the main phenomenon affects strategies with a
value of f=0.519 and intervening conditions
influence the main phenomenon with a value
of =0.449). These factors play a direct and
significant role in explaining the dimensions
and factors affecting the development of
political psychology in sports in Iran.
Additionally, the path analysis revealed that
the factors of strategies have a positive, direct,
and significant effect on the consequences of
the social dimensions of political psychology
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in sports, accounting for approximately 77%

of the explanation.
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Payload

Standard Values of
Concept Paths Objects - Significant
Coefficients .
®) Coefficients (t)
. Management experience and
> expertise 0.718 10.801
—> Vital awareness 0.669 9.060
Background —> Spirit and behavioral policy 0.668 9.911
Factors i i
s Management intelligence and 0.691 11.818
prudence
L Living environment and
g individual characteristics biifes: B
-—> Social skills (factors) 0.658 4.852
-—> Psychological skills 0.849 20.240
Causal Factors —> Perceptual skills 0.769 7.549
s Political sklll_ and existing 0.742 8.084
tensions
-—> Organizational barriers 0.750 12.237
Interfering —> General obstacles 0.657 7.202
Factors =2 Management barriers 0.855 20.796
— Motivational barriers 0.712 10.452
Strategies -—> Political-social strategies 0.605 6.735
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Concept Paths Objects Coefficients Significant
®) Coefficients (t)
—— Career strategies 0.795 21.461
—> Psychological strategies 0.516 5.287
= Organizational strategies 0.549 4.926
-—> Functional outcome 0.770 14.034
-—> Job outcome 0.758 10.300
-—> Sports implications 0.548 4.824
s Consequences of political 0.698 11.849
Consequences socialization
-—=> Psychological implications 0.429 4.274
s Individual and social 0.877 46786
consequences
-—=> Organizational consequence 0.766 23.121
-—=> Political consequence 0.584 9.083

Discussion and Conclusion

The purpose of this research was to explain the
model of social dimensions affecting the
development of political psychology in sports.
A key innovation of this study is its relatively
comprehensive review of all stages in the
development of political psychology, as well
as the investigation of the dimensions and
social factors influencing it. On the other hand,
conducting this research can significantly help
address the research gap in this field and
provide substantial evidence regarding the
development of political psychology in sports.
Based on existing studies, theories of political
psychology can be categorized into two main
groups. Based on the studies conducted,
theories of political psychology can be
categorized into two main groups. One group
emphasizes the individual and their role, while
the other applies psychology in a collective
format (Abdi et al., 2019). The results of the
present research indicate that all identified
dimensions and social factors—namely causal
conditions, contextual conditions, intervening
conditions, strategies, and consequences—
have a significant impact on the development
of political psychology in Iranian sports. The

dimensions and social factors affecting the
development of political psychology in sports
in Iran include those that influence the
occurrence of the central phenomenon. The
key influencing factors and causal conditions
comprise four main concepts: social skills,
psychological skills, perceptive skills, and
political skills. Social and psychological skills
are foundational to the characteristics of
personality  and political behavior,
encompassing traits such as trust, respect,
justice, social awareness, responsibility,
fairness, care, and citizenship.

The underlying factors in the development of
social  dimensions  affecting  political
psychology in Iranian sports are specific
environmental elements that influence
strategies. These factors include five main
concepts:  managerial  experience  and
expertise, vital awareness, morale and
behavioral policy, managerial intelligence and
prudence, and the living environment and
individual characteristics.

Intervening factors in the development of
social  dimensions  affecting  political
psychology in  sports are  general
environmental factors that impose limitations
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on strategies. These include four main
concepts: organizational barriers, public
barriers, managerial barriers, and motivational
barriers.

Strategies for the development of political
psychology in sports including key concepts
such as political-social strategies, job
strategies, psychological strategies, and
organizational  strategies.  Emphasizing
political-social strategies, as well as political
and  organizational  psychology, can
significantly contribute to conflict control both
within the broader society and within the
realms of sports and politics.

Today, achieving suitable performance is not
the ultimate goal for organizations; rather, the
main objective is sustainable and continuous
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development. Consequently, the development
strategies for political psychology in sports
should ultimately aim to foster sustainable
growth in this field. The results of this research
can pave the way for strategic decisions by
managers of sports organizations, which often
involve engaging with the center of political
power. Politics and political behavior extend
beyond just politicians; anyone who has
worked in an organization or even a small
business for a short period understands this
challenging and sometimes harsh reality.
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Table 1. Description of the demographic characteristics of the people participating in the research
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Table 2. Summary of indicators related to the research model
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Figure 1: The final research model (including the values of effect coefficient and significance
coefficient)
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Table 3. Examining the fit of the measurement model using partial least squares (PLS)
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