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Abstract

The aim of this study was to provide structural interpretive model of factors affecting the ethical
decision making of soccer players. The statistical population of this research was made up of the
players of the Premier League of Iranian football. In the qualitative phase, 15 players were selected
based on theoretical saturation and purposive sampling method, and in the quantitative phase, 196
players were selected based on Morgan's Table using convenient sampling method. A semi-structured
interview was used to collect data in a qualitative study, and a questionnaire was used to collect
information in a quantitative study. In order to check the audit of the research, the indicators of
credibility, transferability, reliability and verifiability were used, and to analyze the data of the
gualitative study, coding was used, and the interpretive structural analysis method (ISM) and ISM
software were used for the quantitative study. As a result of qualitative data analysis, 74 final
concepts, 14 sub-categories and five main categories affecting ethical decision-making were
identified. As a result of the quantitative data analysis, it was found that the factors affecting ethical
decision-making at the level of sub-categories consist of four layers, and among these, the
organization environment, the professional environment, the living environment, the legal
environment, and the fundamental values are among the most fundamental. They were layered. This
result shows that in order to move in the complex path of ethical decision-making of football players,
at the beginning of the path, the organizational, professional, life, legal and fundamental values
needed by this phenomenon must be created.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

In sports, the higher the level of unethical behavior, the more unethical behavior spreads, and this has
irreparable consequences for the sport (Gondim & Aisme, 2019). In addition to the aforementioned
behaviors, another unethical behavior that is less addressed in professional sports is unethical
decision-making (Jentila Milovanovic, Pisot, Pianko, & Launc, 2022). Ethical decision-making is the
process of generating and implementing unethical decisions that leads to an increase in unethical
behavior among individuals (McManus, 2018).

The past studies have shown that various variables play a role in explaining individuals' ethical
decision-making. In other words, ethical decision-making has been shown to be influenced by various
enablers as an outcome or consequence, and when these factors are strengthened, ethical decision-
making is also shaped or institutionalized in parallel. However, simply identifying the underlying
factors of a phenomenon without considering the complex and multiple relationships between factors
cannot provide an appropriate mental model for that phenomenon.

Hence, in addition to identifying the factors affecting the ethical decision-making of football players,
this study answers the question of how many levels the effective factors are categorized? And what
is the form of their internal relationship?

Materials and Methods

This research was a mixed-method (quantitative and qualitative) research with a sequential
exploratory design. The participants in the qualitative part were a selected group of Iranian Premier
League football players who were selected based on theoretical saturation and purposive sampling
method, 15 of whom are selected. The statistical population of this research in the quantitative phase
was all male Premier League football players (400 players), 196 of whom were selected by simple
random sampling method based on the Morgan table estimate.

To collect data in the qualitative study, quasi-structured interviews were used, and in the quantitative
study, a questionnaire was adopted. In the qualitative study, to examine the quality and validity of the
qualitative results, the criteria of transfer validity, trustworthiness, and confirmability were used. As
well, in the quantitative study, to confirm the validity, face validity and construct validity were used.
In the qualitative study, the content analysis method was used to analyze the data, and in the
quantitative study, the interpretive structural modeling (ISM) method and the ISM software
developed by Warfield were used.

Findings

The results of the study showed that the factors affecting the ethical decision-making of football
players are categorized into five levels:

Level 1: Individual factors (including ethical values, ethical identity, self-regulation, willpower,
etc).

sLevel 2: Environmental factors (including organizational culture, rules and regulations, peer
pressure, etc). <Level 3: Cognitive factors (including moral understanding, moral judgment, and
moral reasoning).

Level 4: Emotional factors (including empathy, compassion, guilt, etc). .

Level 5: Motivational factors (including ethical commitment, intrinsic and extrinsic motivation).
The results of the study also showed that there are complex and multiple relationships between the
factors affecting the ethical decision-making of football players.
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Discussion

The findings of this study show that multiple factors influence the ethical decision-making of football
players. These factors are categorized at individual, environmental, cognitive, emotional, and
motivational levels. There are also complex and multiple relationships between these factors.

These findings are of great importance to coaches, managers, and policymakers in sports. They can
use these findings to design and implement programs to promote ethical decision-making among
football players.

Some of the suggested programs are:

* Creating a supportive environment for ethical decision-making

+ Developing ethical decision-making skills

* Promoting ethical leadership

Conclusion

Ethical decision-making is an important skill for soccer players. It can help them to make decisions
that are consistent with the values of the sport and to avoid unethical behavior. This study has
identified a number of factors that affect the ethical decision-making of football players. These
findings can be used to develop programs to promote ethical decision-making among football players.
Additional Notes:

* The study used a mixed-method research design, which allowed the researchers to collect data from
both qualitative and quantitative sources. This made it possible to get a more comprehensive
understanding of the factors affecting ethical decision-making in football players.

» The study used a sequential exploratory design, which means that the researchers collected
qualitative data first and then used the findings of the qualitative study to inform the quantitative data
collection. This approach allowed the researchers to develop a more focused and relevant
guestionnaire for the quantitative study.

* The study used a variety of data collection methods, including semi-structured interviews and a
questionnaire. This allowed the researchers to collect data from a variety of sources and to triangulate
their findings.

* The study used a rigorous data analysis process, including content analysis and ISM. This helped to
ensure the reliability and validity of the study findings.
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Table 5- The results of the open, axial and theoretical coding process
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Table 5- The results of the open, axial and theoretical coding process
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Table 6- Structural self-interaction matrix
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Table 9- Leveling of factors affecting organizational ambivalence in the Ministry of Sports and Youth
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Figure 1- Leveling of factors affecting moral decision-making of football players
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Figure 2- The degree of influence and dependence of factors affecting the ethical decision-making of
football players
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