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The purpose of this research is to examine the Generation Difference in Mate
Selection Criteria and their Social Causes among the single youths and the parents in
Tehran.

The research population were the single boys and girls aged above 19 and the parents
having a single child above 19.

Research Method was “Survey”, and the data have collected using the questionnaires.
600 persons (150 persons in each group of research population) from all zones of
Tehran were selected by Random Stratified Multi-Stage Sampling Method as the
Sample.

The obtained data reveals the fact that there is a significant difference between the
parent’s mate selection criteria of their own marriages and of the youths; and that
some variables including gender, age, education, job, socio-economic status, familial
relations and using some mass media are effected on the generation difference in the
subject of the survey; among these variables, as Multi-Variable Regression and Path
Analysis revealed, job position, education level and the amount of the usage of
satellite TV programs respectively are the most effective variables that causes these
differences. These variables explain 49% of variances of Generation Difference in
Mate Selection Criteria.

Statistical tests revealed that the differences between the parent’s mate selection
criteria for the marriages of their youths and of the single boys and girls were not
significant in general.

Key Words: Generation Difference, Mate Selection Criteria, Parents, Single Youths,
Socio-Economic Status, Familial Relations and Mass Media



