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countries.
Methods: The method was Two-step System generalized method of
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Findings: The results show that the human development index has a
significant negative effect on the marriage rate in both study groups.
However, the estimated coefficient in non-OECD countries is lower
than in selected OECD countries. The coefficients of life expectancy
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Conclusion: The decision to marry is made only when it appears
economically, socially, or even culturally reasonable. According to
this study, the Human Development Index and its components have
a negative and significant impact on the marriage rate, and no
significant difference is observed between the two groups in the
studied country.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Based on the trend of variables related to
family formation, and, particularly marriage
rates, family formation patterns have faced
severe changes in recent years. The decrease
in the marriage rate, the increase in the age
of marriage, and new forms of marriage are
among these changes. In the modern world,
decisions about getting married and family
formation are partly based on personal
choice. However, various social, economic,
and political factors can, directly and
indirectly, affect these trends. Several
factors can affect marriage trends, including
access to health and education, diverse job
opportunities, income level, migration,
urbanization, unemployment, and others.
Increasing opportunities for personal
development sometimes reduces the desire
to start a family, and sometimes, marriage
rates have increased under the shadow of
material advantages. In light of the various
trends observed, societies' ever-increasing
effort to achieve key development goals has
also caused changes in family formation and
marriage rates, but the mechanisms are still
unclear. So, this study aimed to investigate
the impact of the human development index
as a multidimensional index of development
on the marriage rate in selected OECD and
non-OECD countries from 2000-2018.

Methods

According to the purpose of the research, the
annual data of 66 selected countries from
2000 to 2018 have been used. In order to
analyze the issue more accurately, the
separation of less developed and developed
countries played a major role. Therefore,
countries are divided into two groups using
the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) classification. The
first group consists of 35 member countries,
and the second group contains 31 non-
member countries. Moreover, the choice of
the data period for the empirical analysis is
based on the availability of data series. Based
on experimental studies conducted in this

field, the empirical model we used is as
follows:

MRy = a + f1MR; ¢4 + B2 HDIy;
+ ByEMPFe,,
+ B,UNEMPMay
+ BsURBANPop;: + u;;

The above equation is a dynamic panel
model which allows for dynamic effects ()
Where i = 1,.., N denotes the countries, t =
1,.., T denotes the time period, MR is the
marriage rate, HDI is the human
development index, EMPFe is the
employment to population ratio for female,
UNEMPMa is the unemployment rate for
male, URBANPop is the urban population
growth.

The system generalized method of moments
(Sys-GMM) has been used to estimate the
relationships between the explanatory
variables and marriage rate. This model was
chosen because of the inherent endogeneity
problem that such models have. When there
is an endogeneity problem, both OLS
estimates and fixed effects will be biased.
One of the key advantages of the GMM
method is that it allows endogenous
variables to enter the model (due to the use
of the instrumental variable method) and is,
therefore, suitable for models with dynamic
behavior. Because lagged levels are poor
instruments for the first variables, Arellano
and Bower (1) and Blundell and Bond (2)
propose system-GMM  methods that
combine moment terms for the model in first
differences with model moment terms in
levels. Furthermore, the system-GMM
estimator improves accuracy and reduces
finite sample bias (3).

Findings

Findings reveal that the human development
index has a significant negative effect on the
marriage rate in both study groups.
However, the estimated coefficient in non-
OECD countries is lower than in selected
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OECD countries. The life expectancy and
income index coefficients are significantly
negative in both selected countries. The
education index also has a significant
negative effect on the marriage rate in non-
OECD countries, but its significance has not
been confirmed in OECD countries. The
results also show that the unemployment
rate of men and the urban population
growth in both groups of the countries have
significantly negative effect on the marriage
rate. Women's employment rates also have
positive effect on OECD countries and
negative effect on marriage rates in non-
OECD countries.

Conclusion

Marriage, especially in developing countries,
is one of the most important choices that
people face during their lifetime. Insofar as
marriage conflicts with the other options,
people cannot be forced to make this choice.
In other words, this decision is taken only
when it seems economically, socially, or
even culturally reasonable. According to this
study, human development index, and its
components, have a negative and significant
impact on the marriage rate, and no
significant difference is observed between
the two groups in the study country.
Progress for many countries, particularly
developing ones, depends on pursuing key
development goals such as greater
education, better health care, and higher
incomes. As a result, we cannot ignore these
goals in order to improve the marriage rate.
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Variable WIF 1/VIF
unempmale 1.52 2.656841
HDI 1.32 8.759369
Urbanpopgr 1.31 0.762594
empfels 1.29 B.776255
MR

L1. 1.1 B.985529

Mean VIF 1.31
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Variable WIF 1/VIF
unempmale 1.46 @.685403
Urbanpopgr 1.29 @.775613
empfels 1.24 ©.807824
LEI 1.18 9.850795
MR

L1. 1.12 8.894747F

Mean WVIF 1.26
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Variable

EI
Urbanpopgr
unempmale
empfels
MR

L1.

VIF 1/VIF
1.53 8.654155
1.51 8.661629
1.43 9.697414
1.43 9.697860

1.86 9.945026

Mean WVIF
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Variable

VIF 1/VIF

unempmale
II
Urbanpopgr
empfels
MR

L1.

i1.7@ @.588347
1.48 B8.673447
1.32 B8.7535489
1.23 B8.816839

1.98 @.922747

Mean VIF
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