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Persian Calligraphy as a Diagrammatic Sign:
An Analysis Based on Cognitive Semiotics”

Abstract

Brandt (2021) ignores Peircean indices as signs and fits them into
the category of symbolic signs if they are intentional. He names
the third group of signs as diagrams and considers them, along
with iconic and symbolic signs, to complete semiotic aspects of
the art of life. In this research, we intend to illustrate that Per-
siancalligraphy has characteristics similar to diagrammatic signs
and can be fitted into the category of diagrams. For this purpose,
by using the structural perceptions of Persian calligraphy, Gestalt
rules and semiotic blending, we analyse perceptually and con-
ceptually a known work of Persian calligraphy art. To discover
perceptual meanings, we apply Gestalt rules in the spaces of this
work. The meaning obtained from this type of ‘ception’ is not
person-dependent and culture-dependent. Perception of a sign
occurs due to the stimulation of Gestalt principles in our mind.
For example, if two points are in the scope of our vision, our
mind creates a line by stimulating the principle of ‘similarity’.
This line, in fact, is invisible, but it can be perceived. In order for
extracting the conceptional mening, we apply Brandt's blending
theory to this work and name the resulting meaning as conceptual
meaning. This meaning depends on how to perceive, which itself
is dependent on perceptual perspective, and in addition, on our
mental schemas. These two factors make conceptual perspective.
Special attention has been paid to the perspective within the per-
ceptual and conceptual analyses, because the way and order of
observation as well as our schemas can change our interpretaion.
It means that with a different perspective, a different interpreta-
tion is obtained. In order to conceive a sign, it is necessary to
perceive it, because we first perceive the world with our senses.
Then, with the formation of mental spaces and the presence of
mental schemas, the ‘meaning space’ is created in our mind. This
kind of approach to conceptualization was founded by Fauconni-
er and Turner in 1997 under the name of blending theory. Brandt,
while criticizing the theory of mental spaces proposed by Faucon-
nier and Turner, presents a supplementary model of the semiotic
blending, which includes five mental spaces as well as mental
schemas as a conceptualisation interface. According to the model
used for the conceptual analysis of this Persian calligraphy work,

conceptual meaning is the result of our perception lead to a blend-
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ing space and our schemas. The analysis of the considered callig-
raphy work from the perceptual and concetual points of view, fo-
cusing on the imagination factors such as selection, perspective,
prominence, dynamicity, syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations,
clearly illustrated that this calligraphy work can be considered as
a diagrammatic sign in nature; because the organization of cal-
ligraphy forms based on these cognitive contents has been done
in such a way that guarantees the conception of the work. It is
assumed that perceptual and conceptual meanings, in addition to
the space of Persian calligraphy, can also be obtained in the space

of other human arts, based on what was tested in this research..
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18. Perception. 19. Conception.

20. Conceptual Blending Theory.

21. Arhus Model. 22. Enminded Body.

23. Embodied Mind. 24. Selection.

25. Perspective. 26. Prominance.

27. Dynamicity.

28. Syntagmatic & Paradigmatic Relations.

29. Ferdinand De Saussure. 30. Ulf Cronquist.

31.“The Garden” Song.  32. Umberto Eco.

33. Hermeneutics. 34. Algirdas Julien Greimas.
35. Charls Sanders Peirce. 36. Roland Barthes.

37. Representment. 38. Referential object (Referent).
40. Semiotic relation.

42. Biplanarity.

44. Signifier.

46. Semiotic meaning.

39. Interpretant.

41. Materialism.
43. Signification.
45. Signified.

47. Thing. 48. Intentional phenomena.
49. Structural. 50. Anti-systemic.

51. Thought. 52. The How.

53. The What. 54. Aftective.

e (]
1. Cognitive Semiotics. 2. Verbal Signs.
3. Nonverbal Signs. 4. Per Aage Brandt.
5. Abstract Figurative Pictorial Art.
6. Diagrammatic Sign. 7. Icons.
8. Symbols. 9. Diagram.
10. Peircean Indices.
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16. Semiotic Meanings.
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55. Deontic. 56. Enunciation.
57. Interpersonal. 58. Epistemic Semantics.
59. Spritual. 60. Supraworldly World.

61. Diagrammatic Gestures. 62. Impersonal.
64. Schemas.

66. Gestalt Rules.
68. Similarity.

63. Gaetano Kanizsa.
65. Form.
67. Figure/Ground.

69. Continuation. 70. Good Form.
71. Ronald W. Langacker.  72. Mental Spaces.
73. Gilles Fauconnier. 74. Mark Turner.

75. Intractive.
77. Nutral.
79. Specifity.
80. Immediate Scope Of Conception.
81. Maximal Scope of Conception.

76. Subject of conception.
78. Scope of conception.

82. Potential Scope of Conception.

83. General. 84. Profile.

85. Focus of Attention. 86. Conceptualizer.
87. Immediate Field of View.

88. Maximal Field of View.

89. Potential Field of View. 90. Viewer.

91. Vantage point. 92. Onstage region.

93. Fictive sentences. 94. Speaker.

95. Hearer. 96. Offstage.

97. Onstage. 98. Trajector/Landmark.
99. Noun. 100. Adjective.

102. Verb.

104. Onstage Mver.
106. Fictive Motion.
108. Syntax.

101. Preposition.
103. Process.
105. Offstage Viewer.
107. Binding.
109. Pronoun.
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112. Gottfried Wilhem Leibnitz.
114. Blend Space.
116. Cross-Space Mapping.
118. Line Brandt.
120. Representation Space.

111. Mental spaces.

113. Generic Space.

115. Input Space.

117. Emergent Structure.
119. Semiotic Base Space.
121. Generic Or Source Space.

123. Goal Space.

125. Meaning Space.

127. Narativity.
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122. Reference Space.
124. Virtual Space.
126. Relevance.
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