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Abstract

Leisure time is an integral aspect of daily life, and governments are
actively endeavoring to cultivate a healthy environment to cater to this
fundamental need through the establishment of recreational and cultural
centers. In this context, the identification of effective factors that foster
increased demand for cultural spaces assumes paramount significance in
ensuring the successful implementation of these centers and subsequently
enhancing citizen satisfaction. This research aims to address the
overarching question: what are the social effects anticipated from the
construction of the Karaj city theater? The research methodology adopts
a mixed approach, incorporating both quantitative and qualitative
methods for data collection. Aligned with the research objectives, various
effects have been discerned, and the significance of each variable has
been gauged using the Delphi method. The project's risks encompass
cultural tensions, issues related to beggars and child labor, opposition
from certain institutions and organizations, escalation in construction and
maintenance costs, upsurge in housing rent, as well as air and noise
pollution. Additionally, concerns such as monopolization of space for
specific groups, diminished security, proliferation of peddling, increased
conflicts and quarrels, reduced sense of social belonging, neighborhood
depopulation, and declining citizen satisfaction have been identified.
Conversely, the research has identified and analyzed positive effects
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stemming from the project, including the augmentation of social and
cultural capital, enhanced social justice, tourism development, economic
prosperity, job creation, improved urban image and landscape, as well as
advancements in physical and mental health, among others.

Keywords: Social Impact Assessment (SIA), The Cultural and Artistic
Collection, The Theater Hall, Karaj.
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1. Introduction

Given that leisure activities and recreational pursuits are now integral
components of societal daily life, it is imperative for governments to
facilitate a healthy environment that caters to these needs by
establishing entertainment and cultural centers. Consequently,
identifying the pivotal factors that enhance the demand for cultural
spaces plays a critical role in the successful establishment of such
centers, ultimately leading to heightened citizen satisfaction. Karaj
city's management recognizes the importance of creating suitable
leisure spaces for individuals, families, and particularly the younger
generation. The Karaj city theater complex is poised to fulfill this need
by providing a dedicated space for cultural engagement and
entertainment. It's crucial to note that every urban project carries
diverse effects and outcomes that can be either positive or negative,
with these effects sometimes remaining latent or becoming manifest
depending on their nature .This research endeavors to anticipate and
delineate the potential impacts of the forthcoming construction of the
Karaj city theater. By adopting a forward-looking perspective, the
study aims to address the fundamental question: What are the
anticipated effects of the Karaj city theater construction, and how can
we mitigate potential negative impacts while amplifying its positive
contributions?

2. Literature Review

In connection with the subject matter, research findings from various
studies have been examined. These include the work of Arabian,
Majdi, and Zabihi (1400) titled "Explanation of the principles of
culture-oriented urban spaces with an urban revitalization approach™;
Shokrizadeh,  Torabi-Farsani, and Baghban-Maher's (1397)
investigation on "The capacity of theater and performing arts for
tourism development in Isfahan province"; Samadi, Shirazi, and
Sadegh Esfahani's (1397) study on "The effectiveness of theater
therapy on the general health of infertile women™; Sharifi Jandani,
Miryari, and Abbasi's (1397) research titled "The effectiveness of
therapeutic theater on improving the social competence of students
with specific learning disabilities in mathematics”; Gholami,
Beshlideh, and Rafiei's (1397) work exploring "The effectiveness of
theater therapy on the mental health of divorced women in Lamard";
Taifen Mehdi Khan, Ahadi, Tarif, Bahrami, and Bagheri's (1396)
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study on "The effectiveness of pedagogical [educational] theater on
improving the level of emotional intelligence in 7-12-year-old
children in Tehran"; Rajabi and Alimardani's (1396) investigation into
"The effectiveness of classroom theater in increasing social skills and
learning basic subjects in elementary school students”; Ameri Siahavi
and Abbasi's (1396) analysis and review of "Audience attraction
strategies in theaters of Bandar Abbas city with multi-criteria
decision-making technique from the audience's point of view";
Karimzadeh, Shahriari, and Ardeshiri's (1396) research on "Cultural
policies affecting culture-oriented urban regeneration (with emphasis
on urban regeneration experiences in Istanbul, Turkey)"; Rostaee and
Jabal Ameli's (1394) examination of "The design of the city theater
complex and its effect on improving the level of society's culture
(Isfahan city theater)"; and Dastyar and Taban's (1393) study on "The
effects of the construction of theaters and theaters in terms of
psychology on social and cultural interactions”.

3. Methodology

The primary approach of this research is based on the principles of
Social Impact Assessment (SIA). Social Impact Assessment studies
aim to devise suitable strategies for mitigating negative impacts and
involve the identification, estimation, and management of social
impacts. Due to this comprehensive nature, SIA studies do not restrict
themselves to a singular method but rather employ various methods
and techniques such as documentary analysis, field research,
comparative analysis, etc., depending on the specific requirements at
each stage of the research process. Consequently, this research can be
categorized as a mixed-method study (incorporating both qualitative
and quantitative approaches) owing to the utilization of diverse
techniques and tools concurrently within the methodological
framework. Furthermore, the method adopted is descriptive in terms
of approach and practical in terms of purpose.

4. Results

The risk assessment of the Karaj theater project reveals various
potential effects, including cultural tension, prolonged collection-
making processes, the presence of sex workers, design alterations, and
commercial dominance in approach. Additionally, it highlights
opposition from certain institutions and organizations to project
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implementation, an increase in construction and maintenance costs,
instances of theft, the presence of beggars and working children, rising
air and noise pollution, the congregation of criminal elements, the
monopolization of space to favor specific groups, and a reduction in
the overall sense of security, all of which rank among the highest
concerns .Moderately ranked impacts encompass an increase in
peddling, heightened likelihood of quarrels and conflicts, diminished
sense of social belonging, reduced neighborhood inhabitation leading
to a decrease in citizen satisfaction. Other significant impacts
attributed to this cultural complex include the potential for heightened
social capital through increased awareness, enhanced social
interactions, bolstered social cohesion, and participation, fostering
social integration, and ultimately improving quality of life by boosting
social security, citizenship satisfaction, a sense of vitality, peace, and
comfort .Furthermore, the project may lead to reduced social harm by
addressing the vulnerability of urban spaces, influence lifestyle
changes due to shifting consumption patterns, stimulate tourism
development, bolster cultural identity and capital, create employment
opportunities, foster economic prosperity, enhance the local economy,
boost income generation for artists, establish public spaces, contribute
to branding and urban identity, improve cognitive abilities, and
promote physical and mental well-being.

5. Conclusion

In summary, the Karaj city theater complex, particularly with its
unique design featuring a public performance space in the open air,
offers an opportunity for direct interpersonal contact and social
engagement among citizens. This facet is anticipated to enhance
interactions, foster participation, promote social cohesion, and
contribute to overall social capital. These interactions and
relationships, in turn, elevate cultural capital, which over time can
enhance the cultural indicators of the populace. Theater, being a form
of art that encourages interaction and participation, plays a pivotal role
in the socialization of the younger generation. Successful
implementation of these cultural spaces is expected to mitigate
instances of violations, irregularities, and law-breaking, thereby
elevating the sense of security within society. However, it's important
to acknowledge the potential for conflicts, disputes, theft, and security
breaches due to the presence of diverse social classes .Moreover,
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cultural and recreational spaces are among the most crucial urban
areas, where social interaction and vibrancy thrive, offering a plethora
of diverse events. Vitality, a crucial component of quality of life, can
be revitalized through initiatives like the Shahr Theater Complex in
Karaj.
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