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Abstract
Narratives, story elements, and patterns are embedded in ancient capaci-
ties and concepts, that can be examined in archetypal criticism. In the epoch
of new criticism, archetypal criticism constitutes one of the principal meth-
ods of analyzing literary works. Carl Gustav Jung is known as the founder of
the subject of collective unconscious and archetypes. This essay examines
the archetypal role of the father as one of the most recurrent roles in the
plays of Akbar Radi—the father of modern Iranian playwriting—who demon-
strates the significance of the archetypal function of this role, both in the
playwright’s personal unconscious, and in the other circumstances such as
the story and dramatic situations, actions, and reactions of the dramatic
society, and key conflicts of the play. Given the position and proliferation
of the father’s voice in Akbar Radi’s plays, several fundamental questions
arise concerning what roles and subjects this voice generates, what other
archetypal concepts it activates, and in what motifs the father’s role is re-
produced. Drawing on a qualitative method in The Descent, Blue Aperture,
and Death in Autumn, it is worthwhile to explore the father’s primary func-
tion, dominant narrative, and authoritative role relative to others in creating
story spaces, dramatic elements, and conditions.
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2. Carl Gustav Jung
5. Dominant narrative

1. Archetypal research
4. Prominent role
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3. Sigmond Freud
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