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Abstract

Problem Statement: One of the common characteristics between texts and artistic works
in the land of Iran is the attention given to the depiction of supernatural creatures and
wonders. The creation and portrayal of imaginary and extraordinary beings in Iranian
visual arts take various forms. The ways in which visual elements are employed in the
construction of these creatures, apart from the artistic traditions of each period, are
influenced by specific content sources, each of which has stimulated the artist’s perspective
and imaginative mind. The continuation of this ancient tradition is now known as “wonder
depiction” and is manifested in various forms in the art of Iran, such as relief patterns,
three-dimensional works, textile designs, paintings, and illustrated manuscripts. This
study focuses on the content and artistic aspects related to the tradition of wonderment
in Iran, with a particular emphasis on Pahlavi and Manichaean texts from the early
centuries after Islam. These aspects include mythical creatures, extraordinary events, and
supernatural narratives. The research aims to analyze how these elements of wonderment
are employed to convey religious and philosophical ideas, moral lessons, and cosmological
concepts.

Objective: To explore the imaginative and wonder-inducing approaches in the art and
literature of Sasanian Iran, based on pre-Islamic intellectual, religious, and mythical
traditions.

Research Question: “Which factors influence the portrayal of wonderment in Pahlavi and
Manichaean literature and art during the Sasanian era and the early Islamic centuries?"
Research Method: This research is fundamentally based and has employed a descriptive-
analytical method, gathering information from library sources, and electronic documents,
and utilizing museum archives. It focuses on the qualitative analysis and interpretive



examination of data derived from textual samples
and artworks from the mentioned periods.
The data analysis involves extracting concrete
examples, collecting and categorizing them into
various categories and classifications, such as
historical periods, artistic methodology, visual
aesthetics, textual criticism, and theoretical
discussions related to them. The theoretical
foundations of this research, through a case study
of texts and art from the Sasanian era and the
early Islamic centuries in Iran, encompass topics
related to iconography of the discussed artworks,
hermeneutics of literary and historical texts, their
translation into visual representation, typology of
symbols and mythical figures, as well as textual
analysis of Iranian myths in pre-Islamic and
post-Islamic eras, aiming to achieve a synthesis
between ancient [ranian art and the tradition of
Islamic Iranian calligraphy.

Conclusion:The themes and concepts employed in
the texts and works of the Sasanian era, despite the
significant damages caused by wars and conflicts
between Iranians, Arab Muslims, and the Roman
Empire, as well as internal struggles for power
among royal dynasties or regional rulers, can still
be categorized, classified, and interpreted. The
diversity of these themes is extensive, but they are
primarily shaped around religion and the position
of the monarchy.

Due to the transcendental and mythological
thinking influenced by various religions and
beliefs, including Zoroastrianism, Mithraism,
and Zurvanism, among others, the presence of
wonders and the supernatural during this period
is considerable. Overall, the influential factors
shaping the portrayal of wonderment in Pahlavi
and Manichaean literature and art during the
Sasanian era and the early Islamic centuries can
be enumerated as follows:

"Subjects and Themes”: Literary and artistic
works, alongside geographical and biological
information, introduce many pre-Islamic
mythical, legendary, and legendary creatures.
These creatures are particularly prominent in
the texts of the Sasanian period, appearing in
religious, ritualistic texts, and occasionally in epic
legends.

The sanctified status of kings and the narrative
conflicts between the forces of good and evil give
rise to allegorical and mythical beings, such as the

“Three-Headed Six-Eyed Serpent” and “Demon
Azor,” among others. Drawing from the mentioned
texts in this study, the wise kings of Iran surpass
these beings by harnessing the power of “Far”
(divine power). Ferdowsi, in his Shahnameh, also
incorporates the divine narrative into Iranian
culture and the wisdom of the kings, connecting
the mythological history of ancient Iran to the
wisdom and mysticism of Persian sages

The origins of symbolic motifs and patterns
in Iran can be traced back to ancient times,
influenced by beliefs and practices such as
Mithraism, Zoroastrianism, and Mazdaism.
These influences continued into the Islamic
period, sometimes merging with Islamic beliefs
and becoming intertwined with them. While
maintaining their roots in the ancient religions
of Iran, they also became aligned with Islamic
beliefs and occasionally incorporated beliefs that
emerged during the Islamic era.

The depiction of mythical creatures is among
the prominent commonalities in Iranian visual
arts throughout ancient and Islamic periods.
Despite cultural and religious transformations
resulting from the introduction of Islam to
Iran, motifs such as the griffin, harpy, sphinx,
Simurgh, winged horse, and similar creatures
have continued to appear in Iranian visual arts.
The visual characteristics of these motifs may
vary under the influence of each era’s customs,
but their symbolic and conceptual foundations
have shown significant continuity during the
period under discussion in this research. These
conceptual foundations include cosmological and
cognitive matters, religious myths, the worship
of deities and benevolent forces, as well as the
confrontation with malevolent forces and demons.
The reconstruction of meaningful metaphors
related to the visual content based on the Islamic
faith and the compatibility of these symbols with
its principles has been a gradual process that has
found special manifestations in the visual arts of
each period as required by the circumstances of
the time.

The conceptof “myth” playsanimportantroleinthe
realm of imaginative representations. In a general
sense, it can be said that myth in Iranian art and
literature is a narrative or symbolic manifestation
regarding gods, angels, supernatural beings, and
the overall cognitive worldview of this culture.
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Ancient Tranian myths, especially in the context
of Sassanian and subsequent texts, have two
fundamental characteristics: “being connected
to historical narratives” and a “sacred and
ritualistic aspect.” It is in this context that a strong
connection between myth and religion emerges
in this culture, resulting in the visualization of
supernatural and marvelous elements.
Keywords: Wonders of Art, Sasanian Art, Pahlavi
Literature, Manichaean Literature, Mythology,
Religion
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Table 1 - Subject Classification of Texts from the Sasanian Era and Early Islamic Period (Source: Author)
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