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Abstract

Problem Statement: The cultural and artistic history during the Qajar era experienced
modern developments and issues, one of which was the introduction and spread of
lithographic printing. With the support of cultural patrons in Tabriz, the first lithographic
printing machine began its operation and gradually expanded to other major cities such
as Tehran, Isfahan, and Mashhad. This led to the establishment of numerous private and
non-private printing houses. The Astan Quds Razavi Printing House was a key center for
lithographic book production and publication, and during its operation from 1294 to 1344
AH, it produced several works, one of which was “Bahar al-Fawaid” or “Kulliyat-e-Riyazi”
by Muhammad Yusuf Khan Muhajir Heravi, known as Riyazi. This book, published
in 1324 AH, contains various sections, including historical events. The illustrations in
this book were created by Sayyed al-Shoara, who, during a time when illustration in
lithographic printing was declining, executed very skillful and creative images. These
illustrations have unique and remarkable visual features, including various techniques
for creating depth or perspective, which are the subject of discussion in this article.
Objective: This research aims to examine the emergence and characteristics of depth
(perspective) in the illustrations of the book “Bahar al-Fawaid” by Sayyed al-Shoara.
Research Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach with a qualitative
perspective. It examines the perspective in all the valid illustrations (16 images) of the
lithographic book “Bahar al-Fawaid” by Sayyed al-Shoara, as available in the lithographic
printing repository of the Central Library of Astan Quds Razavi

Conclusion: Based on the case study of Sayyed al-Shoara’s illustrations in the book
“Bahar al-Fawaid,” it can be concluded that the artist did not strictly adhere to the
methods of Iranian depth (perspective) art or Western linear methods. Instead, he



adopted a combination of self-made techniques
to create depth in each image, depending on the
circumstances and intentions. One likely reason
for this could be the limitations of lithographic
printing techniques. Due to the absence of color
and reliance on lines in lithographic printing,
the artist may have been deprived of the ability
to create differentiation and focal points through
color or intense light and shadow. Consequently,
it is possible that Sayyed al-Shoara employed
exceptions in the perspective type in his images
due to the limitations in visual elements.

In some cases, the artist followed the common
practice in Iranian art of magnifying important
figures (hierarchical perspective) when depicting
war commanders. However, in the case of
Napoleon, who is a prominent figure, he portrayed
him with very small proportions. This suggests
that Napoleon, as a character destined for defeat,
did not require magnification or a hierarchical
perspective. In certain images, the distant figures
and equipment were depicted with brief lines and
without details, reminiscent of the aerial
perspective technique. However, considering
Sayyed al-Shoara’s general approach to
perspective, which did not strictly adhere to
any specific method, it should be noted that the
limitation in executing detailed designs on a
much smaller scale than the common sizes in
lithographic printing could be the reason for this
occurrence in the distant sections.

In some apparent cases, the artist deliberately
did not make conscious efforts to create and
design the principles and organization of depth.
Instead, his focus was solely on filling the image
and displaying various battle events, resulting in
changes in the sizes and distances of elements.
Overall, it can be stated that Sayyed al-Shoara
presents a combination of Iranian and Western
depth (perspective) methods in his illustrations
in “Bahar al-Fawaid,” albeit not in a deliberate
manner. He does so merely to create sufficient
space for the characters and achieve a balanced
composition by depicting elements of different
sizes.

Keywords: Lithographic printing, Illustration,
Sayyed al-Shoara, Bahar al-Fawaid, Perspe.
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Image 1: The depiction of the uprising of the Kabul Corps against
Major Kiunari, the British Ambassador.
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Image 3: The battle between Commander Mohammad Ayub Khan
and the Islamic soldiers against Colonel Sanchin.
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The war of General Mohammad Jan Khan and the Afghan Ghazies :Y Image
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Image 5: The battle of Commander Mohammad Ayub Khan at the
Kariz outpost
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Image 4: The war of the people of Herat against Commander
Mohammad Ayub Khan
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Image 7: The British Commission at the border of Herat to determine
the boundaries and assess the battlefield.
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Image 6: The war of Amir Abdul Rahman Khan, the ruler of
Afghanistan, in the ancient city of Kandahar against Commander
Mohammad Ayub Khan
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Image 8: The Battle of the Hezari Andari Towers in Herat, where the
commander besieged the citadel and looted the Ghoorkhane.
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Image 11: The battle of Amir Abdul Rahman Khan’s soldiers in Kotur

land, where its inhabitants refer to them as infidels wearing goat
skins and black-clad infidels.
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Image 9: The battle between the soldiers of Amir Abdul Rahman
Khan and the Qushun Commander Mochammad Eshagh Khan
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Image 10: The battle between seventy-five thousand Afghan military
forces and the Uruzgan Barbar tribespeople.
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Image 13: The honorable battle between Egyptian soldiers, British
forces, and Caliph Abdullah Ta’ayshi.
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Image 12: The depiction of the Ottoman war in which they emerged
victorious over the Greeks.
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Image 15: The Russian army under the command of General
Kuropatkin in the vicinity of Mugden.
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Image 14: The Emperor of France and his army confronting the
combined forces of the Russian, Prussian, Austrian, and British
armies.
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Image 16: The Baltic Fleet of Russia in the Red Sea, engaging in battle
with Japanese ships
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