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Abstract

Problem Statement: Based on historical evidence, Ottoman art has a long history of
borrowing from Iran, and one of its manifestations is the royal tents that are considered
a symbol of the grandeur and power of the Iranian and Ottoman sultans in terms of
their shape, decorations, and structure. Royal tents are distinct from ordinary tents and
black tents, and they are among the most beautiful functional objects that incorporate a
significant portion of decorative elements and artistic features, such as various weavings
and stitches in their fabrics. In ancient times, royal tents symbolized the wealth and
power of kings and, in terms of the variety of roles, designs, and intricate decorations, they
reflected a kind of cultural interaction and sharing that has existed between neighboring
lands since ancient times. A prominent example of these cultural and artistic interactions
can be seen in the Ottoman royal tents, which, due to their specific characteristics, were
influenced by the decorative styles of the Safavid period. This article addresses the need
to introduce a few existing examples of tents in museums that, due to their immense
size, cannot be displayed and are stored in repositories. By using Ottoman royal tents, it
explores the continuation of this influence from the Safavid to the Qajar era.

Objective: This research aims to understand the artistic elements of Ottoman royal tents
that indicate the influence, consolidation, and continuity of Iranian art (Safavid-Qajar)
on Ottoman art.

Research Questions: The research questions are as follows: What are the similarities
and differences between Ottoman royal tents and Safavid-Qajar tents? Which features of
Ottoman tents are influenced by Safavid and Qajar art?

Research Method: This research utilizes a descriptive-analytical research method. The
data is collected from library sources, websites, museums, and the statistical community
of the artworks in the Golestan Palace Museum in Tehran, Topkap Palace, and the Military
Museum in Istanbul, as well as some decorative pieces and tents from foreign museums.
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Conclusion: The Ottoman period has had the
greatest cultural and artistic influence from
the Safavid period in Iran, and it seems that
this artistic achievement has continued to the
Qajar period. Ottoman royal tents reflect the
advancement of artistic industries and are rich in
decorative elements and construction techniques,
indicating the spirit and artistic enthusiasm of
the craftsmen who had a significant role in the
foundation of decorative art and textile weaving
in Asia. Although the Ottoman Empire’s conflicts
with Europe created a cultural context for
attracting artists and promoting Ottoman arts, it
appears that the changes that occurred in the 10th
to 11th centuries AH in the forms and structures
of Ottoman artistic industries are a result of the
intensity and influence of Iranian art during the
Safavid era on Ottoman art, which has a longer
history compared to the influence of Western
art. One of the most important signs of this deep
influence can be observed through the royal
tents, which started in the 10th century AH and
continued until the fall of the Ottoman Empire. In
fact, due to the consolidation of its political and
cultural power, the Ottoman Empire continued its
existence until the Qajar period, which provided
the conditions for the transfer and consolidation
of Safavid patterns and designs to continue their
process of change and evolution. The influence,
stability, and continuity of Iranian patterns and
designs have been employed in the construction
of forms, decorative shapes, traditional stitches,
and Ottoman {fabrics for four centuries, and
every innovative movement of Iranian artists
(Safavid and Qajar) has been welcomed to ensure
that Ottoman art continues its evolutionary and
transformative movement through imitation of
other creations such as royal tents. Ottoman royal
tents differ from Safavid-Qajar tents in terms
of dimensions, variety in construction, and the
way they are used. Ottoman tents were based on
Safavid designs, patterns, and the structure of
Safavid tents. However, in terms of decorative
execution techniques such as common stitches
and the use of detailed patterns, Ottoman tents
have less credibility compared to (Qajar tents.
The main criterion for evaluating Ottoman tents
contemporaneous with the Safavid period lies in
their detailed decorations, the incorporation of
Safavid patterns into their works, and, of course,

their large sizes. The evaluation of Ottoman
tents compared to Qajar examples depends more
on the quality of the silk fabrics used and the
beautiful patterns, intricacy, and density of the
patterns created by Ottoman tents using gold
and silver threads. In other words, the sewing
skills, fabric types, and execution techniques of
Ottoman and Safavid tents are the same, but in
terms of intricacy, pattern placement, and use
of traditional patterns, Qajar tents are of higher
quality compared to Ottoman tents from the 13th
AH century. Currently, large-scale royal tents are
stored in the repositories of museums in Istanbul,
the Military Museum, and the Golestan Palace in
Tehran. The examination of their characteristics,
artistic elements, and decorations requires better
and more accessible access.

Keywords: Tent, Royal tent, Ottoman tent, Safavid
tent, Qajar tent
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Picturel -Miniature from Suleiman Nameh, Ottoman period, 16
th century, Uncertain size
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Picture3- Nazahat al-Ahbaru al-Asrar,Ottman period, 16th century
AD, Topkapi Museum, Uncertain size
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Picture2- Miniature Honar nameh, Baraam Sultan Bayzid,Ottman
period, 16th century, Topkapi Museum, Uncertain size
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Picture 4- Ottoman Royal tent, Ottman period, 17th century AD, Topkapi Museum, 6*8*20 m
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Picture 6- part of the patchwork of the Ottoman Royal tent,motifs:Tulip- pjctyre 5- part of the patchwork of the Royal tent, Ottman period, Tulip
medallions-persian inscriptions and columns 17th century, Related to pic:4

pattern, 17th century, Related to pic:4
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Picture 7- Ottoman royal tent, motifs:islimi khataie, embroidery: Rashti doozi, 17th century, Berlin Museum,20*8*6 m
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Picture 8- Canopy model Ottoman period, 17th century, Related to pic:7
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,6%8*20 m Picture 9- Ottoman royal tent, 18th century, Istanbul Military Museum
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Picture 10- Ottoman royal tent, Motifs: flowerblossom cloves Hyacinth, vase design, needlework: Ottoman style, Related to pic:9
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Picture 11- Flower patterns, vase design, needlework whit sequins and colored metallic thread, Related to pic:9
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Topkapi Museum, Uncertain size, Picture 12 -Miniature of Surnameh,
Ottoman period, 18th centur. Abdul Chalil luni
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Uncertain size Picture 13- Ottoman royal tent, Sultan Mahmud II period, 19th century, Istanbul Military Museum,
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Picture 14- Landscape motif in the Ottoman royal tent, 19th century, Related to pic:13
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Picture 15 -Miniature piece, Khamsa Nizami, Shah Tahmasb safani
period, 16th century, 28 x 20 cm, Harvard University
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Picture 17- The top of the royal tent - Shah Tahmasb safavi period,
made in Tabriz 2 workshop - 16th century

size 67 x 58 cm, Boston Art Museum
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Picture 16- Miniature of Lili and Majnoon - Haft Aurang Ebrahim Mirza
version, Shah Tahmasb safavi period, 16th century, Freer Gallery of the
University of Washington, DC, size 156 x 252 cm
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Picture 20-Patchwork wall cloth from tent, Safavid period, 16th
century, size 254 x 278 cm, Budapest Museum
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Picture 21-Applique, Safavid period, 16th century,Related to pic:20
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Picture 18- Royal tent velvet fabric - Safavid period, 17th century, size
101.6 x 43.2 cm, Metropolitan Museum
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Picture 19.A part of the royal tent, Safavid period, 16th century.
dimensions 114.3 x 43.2 cm, Metropolitan Museum.
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Picture 22-The tent of Fath Ali Shah Qajar, 19th century, size 528 x Picture 23-The interior of Fath Ali shah’s tent is decorated with Iranian
270 x 220 cm, Qatar Art Museum carpet motifs,Qajar period, Related to pic:22
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Picture 24-The interior of Fath Ali shah’s tent is decorated with Vase
(5)90 Iy oy 10 (559903 gbja o g S Lingsi -0 yguas motifs and princes and soldiers, Related to pic:22
VY gy 3ot
Picture 25- Flawer and bird motifs in the garden and embroidered
netting in the window, Rashti doozi, Related to pic:25
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Picture 26- Circular ceiling with floral motifs and altar frames, Related to

pic:26
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Picture 26- The tent of Muhammad Shah Qajar, 19th century, size 360

x 400 cm, Cleveland Museum

Picture 28- Rashti embroidery and an inscription with the name of sultan mohammad shah on the Qajar tent, Related to pic:26
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Picture 29- Royal tent, Naser al-Din Shah Qajar period, 19th century, St. Louis Art Museum, unknown size
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Picture 30- Floral motif, embroidery: Rahti doozi, Related to pic:29
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Picture 31- Interior decoration with cypress tree motifs- Altar frame, Related to pic: 29



Picture 33- Roof with motifs’sun and floral, embroidery: Rahti doozi,
Related to picture32
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Picture 32- The Royal tent of Mohammad Shah Qajar, mesh body and
conical model, 19th century, 406.4 x 4.345 cm, St. Louis Art Museum
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Picture 36- Royal tent of Naser al-Din Shah,Ghalamkar print, 19th
century, unknown dimensions, Golestan Palace Museum, Tehran,
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photo by Hamira Abdi Picture 34- The Royal tent of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, 19th century,
Golestan Palace Tehran, unknown size, photographer: article
researcher
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Picture 37- Royal tent of Naser al-Din Shah, Red mahout cloth,Rashti
doozi, Qajar period, Golestan Palace Museum, unknown size,
photographer: article researcher
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Picture 38- Rashti doozi with the name of tailor and floral motifs,
Related to picture37
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