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Abstract

Problem Statement: Petroglyphs can be considered as the first reflection of human thought
on stone canvases that carry messages from past social and natural history. These works
can be seen in all regions of the world, and the reason for this is the availability of its raw
material, which includes scraping tools and slates, which are abundant in nature.
Balochistan is an incredibly significant region for prehistoric rock art, yet it has received
significantly less attention than other areas of Iran and the world. However, studying the
discovered works in this province can provide valuable insights into human cultural and
environmental conditions in the past. Therefore, this article aims to conduct a detailed
examination of the visual features of prehistoric rock art in the “Dar-e Negaran” valley
(from the suburbs of Saravan).

Necessity Of Research: Rock art is a specific example of a world art that has the longest
history among other known arts in the world. This art is one of the most important
branches of visual arts. Because it not only shows the first known manifestations of
the artistic and aesthetic sensibility of the distant human ancestors in many parts of
the world, but it is one of the most common ways of expressing messages and human
culture. Petroglyphs can be considered as the first reflection of human thought on stone
canvases that carry messages from past social and natural history. Our ancestors depicted
and engraved their beliefs, ideas and sanctities in their habitats and sometimes on their
life utensils and accessories (pottery, stone carvings, brooches). These motifs and images
express various messages that artistic engravers and painters have conceptualized in such
a way that today those motifs and images speak to their connoisseurs and experts and
connoisseurs feel pleasure next to them. These art creations existed in the past of most
nations of the world.

Objective: The primary objective of this research is to analyze the visual features of
prehistoric rock art in “Dar-e Negaran” in Saravan, leaving no stone unturned.
Research Question: What are the distinctive visual features of prehistoric rock art in
“Dar-e Negaran” in Saravan?



Research Method: A descriptive-analytical method
has been adopted for this research. Data collection
is done through rigorous library studies, and
internet sources are used to collect high-quality
images. The sampling method used in this article
is simple random sampling from among the rock
art of “Dar-e Negaran” in Saravan, ensuring
complete accuracy in the findings.The collected
data is then analyzed using qualitative and
quantitative methods to identify patterns, themes,
and trends in the rock art.

Conclusion: The results of the mentioned
studies indicate that these petroglyphs possess
an unparalleled visual attractiveness and
dynamism. Although the patterns have a simple
and unadorned structure, the depiction of figures
engaged in conflict and equestrian activities
creates a sense of internal movement within the
images that captivates the viewer. The canvas
upon which these patterns are engraved consists
of smooth surfaces of the rocks in this valley, and
a very thin and uniform layer of the rock surface
has been completely removed to create each of
the patterns. The precision of the strikes is such
that the curving lines of animal or human bodies
are accurately represented, and any inaccuracies
resulting from imprecision are not noticeable to
the eye. In many scenes, lines are drawn between
the figures, seemingly to create a connection
between them or to visually convey their
movement or sound. However, it is not possible to
make definitive conclusions in this regard.
The images depicted in these petroglyphs
primarily include humans on horseback, humans
on foot with bows and arrows, as well as animal
figures such as mountain goats, dogs, cows,
and also unidentified (possibly mythological)
creatures. It appears that the purpose of creating
these patterns was to present a form of simple
narrative (possibly for future generations).
Furthermore, the depictions of combat techniques
and domestication of animals in these patterns
are beautifully portrayed, making them truly
exceptional in their own right.

Finally, it should be noted that the limitations of
the research include a lack of reliable and effective
research resources in the field of rock art in Iran,
especially regarding the remaining works in the
historical region of Srawan. This necessitates
further extensive and diverse research in this

area.
Keywords: Prehistoric art, rock art, Dar-e
Negaran,  Saravan.
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Picture 1- A view of Darehnagaran (source: dana.ir)
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Picture 3- Patterns at the entrance of Derenagaran valley (source:
tripyar.com)
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Picture 4- Connecting lines between the figures in Darehnegaran motifs
(source: tripyar.com)
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Picture 2- The density of rock motifs in Derenagaran (source:
tripyar.com)
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Picture 5- The battle scene in Darehnagaran motifs (source: tripyar.com)
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Picture 6- Part of the battle scene in Darehnagaran motifs (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 7- The figure of a bear-like creature in the lower corner of
the battle scene in Derenagaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 9- Human motifs with open hands in Derenagaran (source: alef.ir) (00355145 L0)

Picture 8- The analyzed design of the role of man with open
hands in Darnegaran (source: author)
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Picture 11- Linear analysis of the horse hunting scene in Derenagaran valley

(source: author)
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Picture 10- Horse hunting scene in Derenagaran valley (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 13- The reconstructed plan of the eastern part of Negaran valley (source:

Negarandeh)

o z_:b LgLQL_i._x_wggSJU a)&jnj\;\_w u_s\ D_Cyogxu_ﬁu)\
53958l () csaal au asl g taiS So g9, OLBS 50
Sl slaiaS el (g3 @S] g dims Sy el
ol 00ygl 0929 au |y 5)0 (il loyms i 51 ol

(alefir:isle) S ay0 By asan o Slusl (585 -1V juguas

oy 40 5 Lads (S5 80 3lS5Sim oS
) a)&j&l_w U_x\ .J)L))b_é (\\))_3940_)) D_L_@ o)lij&i_w
LologSsloaslelasgelaslnSo, sl i pho
ol el saciolsl e Voo ol au islwe jo g
ol o JuSuis eea ) LS Giss jles 5l oS0 S0w

(wikimedia.org:dsle) LG 0)0 sl oyzs o ihlooleS o Ol lgus (11185 -\F jguas

Picture 14- The role of horsemen and archers in the middle rock of Derenagaran valley (source: wikimedia.org)
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Picture 12- Human motifs in the eastern body of Derehnegaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 15- The role of the horseman and the footman in Darnegaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 16- The sign of the broken cross on the upper part of the rock in Derenagaran (source:
alef.ir)
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Picture 19- The scene of a battle between two archers, hunting a leopard and hunting an antelope on a rock in Derenagaran valley (source: alef.ir)
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Figure 18- The linear analysis plan of the previous diagram (source: the author)
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Picture 20- The role of the mountain ram in the petroglyphs of Derenagaran (source: tripyar.com)
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Picture 21- The role of the cow in the petroglyphs of Derenagaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 22- The image of an animal similar to a wild pig in the petroglyphs of Derenagaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 23- The image of an antelope with long horns in the petroglyphs of Derenagaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 24- The role of humans fighting with a giant animal in Dernegaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 25- Two people fighting with a giant creature in the petroglyphs of Derenagaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 26- The role of a man with a bow in the petroglyphs of Derenagaran (source: alef.ir)
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Picture 28- The linear analysis plan of the horsemen scene in
the petroglyphs of Derenagaran valley (source: author)
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Picture 27- The role of horsemen in Darehnagaran petroglyphs
(source: tripyar.com)
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