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Abstract

During the Qajar dynasty’s reign over Iran, the extensive and increas-
ingly frequent interactions of the Qajar monarchs with European na-
tions left an indelible mark on Iranian art. This study aims to answer
the question: How did the introduction of postcards to Iran impact the
style and subject matter of the murals in the Sultan Begum House? Em-
ploying a descriptive-analytical approach, this research collected data
through a review of existing literature and a field study of fourteen wall
paintings within the house. Given that the murals of the Sultan Begum
House in Tehran are considered a valuable cultural and historical asset,
carrying significant information and serving as a visual representation
of a specific historical period in the city, a study of such paintings is of
paramount importance. This research found that during the Qajar era,
imported postcards from the West gained such prominence and popu-
larity that they were quickly reflected in and utilized in architectural
spaces, particularly on the walls of residences. Court members replicat-
ed postcard images on the walls of their homes. In the Sultan Begum
House, images of Western landscapes can be found in the main hall.
These images do not depict Iranian landscapes, as they often feature
buildings with architectural styles characteristic of England, Switzer-
land, France, and Russia.
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