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Abstract

This study examines the visual content of twenty alphabet books published
since the 1980s. The samples were selected through purposeful random
sampling and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical approach grounded
in Jean Piaget’s cognitive-developmental theory. Data was collected from
library resources, and qualitative analysis was employed. Selection criteria
included higher quality of illustration and printing, choice of professional
illustrators, affiliation with reputable publishers, and high usage and sales
as indicated by multiple reprints. The study aims to identify suitable illus-
trative components for teaching the alphabet to children within this age
group based on Piaget’s theory. Specifically, it seeks to answer the ques-
tions: What are the appropriate components for teaching the alphabet to
these children according to Piaget’s theory? Moreover, what styles and
techniques are most suitable for illustrating the Persian alphabet for chil-
dren of this age group? According to Piaget, play, exploration of the envi-
ronment, discovery-based activities, and the balance between assimilation
and accommodation play crucial roles in learning. Play can be valuable for
teaching, focusing attention, and practicing various skills. Through analysis
and critique of the alphabet books based on the components of play, explor-
atory activities, and reciprocal behaviors, as well as an examination of the
quality of illustrative elements in active learning, it was found that only a
limited number of alphabet books aligned with cognitive-developmental
perspectives and relevant visual standards. Most of the illustrations were of
average quality, and some were poor. The finding indicates shortcomings
in the illustrative quality of Persian alphabet books and a need for more
attention to the illustration issue in these books.
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