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: Abstract

¢ In The Streetwalker (1969) by Abbas Shabaviz, Shahin, a commanding figure who
¢ holds authority over a chain of cabarets, becomes enamored with a gypsy singer named
: Atash. Shahin endeavors to elevate Atash into the central attraction of his chain of
: cabarets. Through Shahin's instrumental patronage and power, Atash attains the status
¢ of a celebrated star. During the process, she becomes romantically involved with
¢ Afshin, her music instructor, thereby arousing discord with Shahin. Subsequent to this
¢ juncture, Shahin channels his influence in an opposite trajectory—toward impeding the
¢ duo's artistic trajectory. This research, drawing inspiration from the works of Laura
¢ Mulvey and Mary Ann Doane regarding the construction of the female star as a
: commodity, endeavors to analyze the dynamics of the star formation and her
: objectification as a commodified entity within The Streetwalker. Throughout the
: narrative, Shahin, orchestrates Atash’s construction as a popular star, and following the
¢ dissolution of their relationship, Shahin employs his powers of surveillance and
: manipulation to dismantle Atash's image as a star, just like a product that no longer
e : serves its purpose. The article proceeds to underscore that this depiction, can be
Keywords: cinema Star, enforced ¢ interpreted as a critique of the Pahlavi regime's enforced modernization agenda, its
: seductive allure for the masses, and the shallowness underlying the changes it
: advocates. In conclusion, the analysis posits that The Streetwalker efficaciously
: presents the process of star formation within the realm of show business of its era,
: simultaneously offering a critique of the Pahlavi modernization initiative.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Within Abbas Shabaviz’s the Streetwalker (1969), a
discerning exploration unfolds, featuring Shahin, a
prominent owner of cabaret establishments who
commands a chain of such venues within the urban
landscape. Film’s narrative arc centers around his
enthrallment with the prodigious vocal abilities
exhibited by a gypsy ingenue named Atash. As the
plot unfolds, Shahin endeavors to elevate Atash to
the zenith of his cabaret constellation. Subsequently,
Atash ascends to stardom under Shahin's vigilant
stewardship and patronage, an ascent that is,
however, marked by an amorous entanglement with
Afshin, her music instructor, much to Shahin's
vehement opposition. Utilizing his formidable
power and influence, this time Shahin employs
stratagems to obstruct the artistic continuance of this
romantic liaison and, consequently, to ostracize the
duo from the entertainment milieu. Through the
course of the current study, we will argue that
Shabaviz’s portrayal of the star formation process,
acts as a critique of the show business of the film’s
era. Furthermore, we’ll attempt to demonstrate how
this portrayal, can be read as a critical metaphor for
Pahlavis’ modernization project, namely its focus on
superficial and alluring changes, its enforced nature,
and moral and social damages it brings about. With
this reading, The Streetwalker aligns well with the
critical attitude of the more “serious” New wave
films towards Pahlavi modernization, and the study
show the often-overlooked sociological potentials of
popular films such as The Streetwalker.

2- Methods

The present inquiry, undertaken through a
descriptive-analytical approach grounded in library
resources and inspired with the insights proffered by
seminal theorists such as Laura Mulvey and Mary
Ann Doane, studies the portrayal of the
metamorphosis of Atash into a celebrated star within
the entertainment industry, under Shahin's influence
and power. We first provide a theoratical
background by reviewing Mulvey and Doane’s
ideas about the constructed essence of the female
star persona, as a consumable commodity under the
desire of her powerful producers, the ones who’ve
shaped her star status, and under the gaze of the
audience. Then we delve into our case-study,
applying Mulvey and Doane’s ideas to it. At the end,
we argue how this finely constructed portrayal of
star formation, can be seen as a metaphor of Pahlavi
era’s enfoced, superficial and allegedly, morally
dangerous modernization project.

3- Findings

The article shows that, implicitly coursing through
the film's narrative is the clandestine and
inconspicuous exercise of Shahin's authority behind
the scenes, encompassing the realms of discovery,
cultivation, presentation, and promotion. It is this
covert influence that ultimately begets Atash as a
star, a commodity poised for mass dissemination.
The current study furnishes an analytical
examination of the modus operandi through which
Shahin's power contributes to the construction of
Atash as a star and, concomitantly, how this
constructed image, assumes the characteristics of a
commodified entity. Shahin perpetuates and exalts
this persona so long as it serves his interests, yet
unhesitatingly discards it when utility wanes. Over
the course of the film's progression, Shahin's
concealed and inconspicuous  orchestration,
spanning the domains of talent discovery,
meticulous preparation leveraging his available
resources, and culminating in the unveiling,
promotion, and eventual relinquishment of Atash,
underscores his propensity to wield dominion and
control, not solely over her artistic rendition but also
her personal life. In instances where Atash resists
compliance and defies his directives, Shahin deploys
his authority, and surveillance-oriented power to
effectuate her erasure and exclusion. From this
perspective, Shahin's character can be construed as
a personification of the show business, especially
film industry of the era. This industry not only molds
its coveted stars, but also wields the capacity to
dismantle their stardom and precipitate their descent
into obscurity. The latter portion of the film
accentuates this alternative and more somber facet
of the show business, portraying the marginalized
and faded stars within the industry—a facet that
acquires tangible manifestation in the real-life
trajectories of the film's two principal protagonists.
This portrayal serves as a critique of the status and
treatment of popular figures, particularly female
stars, within the contemporary Iranian show
business landscape. Subsequently, the study
advances the proposition that this depiction may also
be construed as a commentary on the Pahlavi
modernization initiative, a recurring motif in films
of the era. The study proceeds to elucidate how
Atash's initiation into the world of show business
can be analogized to the mass migration of Iran's
rural populace into modern metropolises such as
Tehran, lured by the allure and attractions proffered
to her. The newly minted urban dweller, upon
entering the publicized realm, grapples with the
limitations and predicaments that await her,
mirroring Atash's abandonment of her prior,
traditional life to embrace the modernized life of a
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star, thereby entering a realm fraught with
complexities and contradictions. Through a similar
lens, we posit that Shahin and his dominion can
serve as a metaphor for the autocratic modernization
imposed by the state, one that imposes its preferred
image and transformations upon its subjects.
Additionally, the changes championed by Shahin are
found to be superficial, mirroring the prevailing
critique of Pahlavi modernization, which was often
accused of prioritizing surface-level alterations and
the "image" of modern Iran, while neglecting or
inadequately ~ addressing ~ fundamental  and
underlying issues.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

This research culminates in the assertion that
Shabaviz's cinematic work, through the adept
utilization of cinematic techniques and strategies,
effectively critiques the mechanics of the star-
making apparatus within the cinema industry and its
attendant treatment of its stars. Furthermore, akin to
the more esteemed and critically recognized films of
the Iranian New Wave, this FilmFarsi production

aligns, at least thematically, with the prevailing
concerns and critical attitudes of its era, particularly
in its scrutiny of the Pahlavi modernization project.
In conclusion, this research endeavors to underscore
the imperative of scholarly examinations of
ostensibly overlooked Iranian films belonging to
popular genres. Such investigations, grounded in the
insights of contemporary theorists, hold the potential
to unveil the genuine sociological and cultural
significance embedded within these works.
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