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: Abstract

¢ Land reform is the most important event in the land ownership system in the
: contemporary history of Iran. Also, agrarian reforms can be considered as one
: of the most important social and economic reform programs in Iran in the
: contemporary period. This research was conducted with the aim of investigating
: the process and consequences of land reforms in the eastern areas of Gilan
¢ province. The method of conducting this research was library and documents.
: The results of the research showed that the evolution of land reforms led to the
: formation of marginalization around Tehran and other big cities of Iran and
: changed the demographic composition of Iranian cities. And this migration of
¢ agricultural workers and well-to-do people has caused the fall of agriculture and
: animal husbandry, and in the process of this migration, at the same time, the
: formation of a new stratification, which has become the working-rural society
: of Iran, and the process of formation of this stratum with a new social aspiration
¢ in the decade post-20 years, after adjusting the political blockade and creating a

: democratic environment, it should be seen from this angle. The land reform
: allowed peasants and small farmers to have greater control over their own land
¢ and resources. It empowered them to make decisions regarding agricultural
i practices, crop choices, and investment in their farms. This newfound autonomy
: led to the emergence of vibrant rural communities with a stronger sense of self-
reliance and collective identity.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

The land reform in Iran was part of a broader
modernization program initiated by the Shah,
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, known as the White
Revolution. The reform aimed to address the issue
of land inequality and poverty in rural areas, which
were seen as potential sources of social unrest.
Under the land reform, large estates were
confiscated from  wealthy landlords and
redistributed to peasants and small farmers. This
process was accompanied by a system of
compensation for the previous owners, which was
funded through government bonds. The land was
distributed based on criteria such as family size and
need, with a focus on providing land to landless
peasants and those with small holdings. One of the
key objectives of the land reform was to increase
agricultural productivity and reduce rural poverty.
By empowering peasants and small farmers with
land ownership, it was believed that they would have
greater incentives to invest in their farms and
improve agricultural practices. The government also
provided support in the form of credit, technical
assistance, and infrastructure development to
facilitate the transition to modern farming methods.
The land reform had a significant impact on the
social structure of rural communities. Peasants and
small farmers, who were previously marginalized
and dependent on the whims of landlords, gained a
sense of ownership and control over their own land.
This led to the emergence of stronger community
ties and collective decision-making processes within
villages.

2- Methods:

Furthermore, the land reform contributed to a shift
in gender roles within rural communities. With
increased access to land, women became more
involved in agricultural activities and gained
economic independence. This challenged traditional
gender norms and led to greater empowerment of
women within their families and communities.
However, the land reform also had unintended
consequences. The rapid redistribution of land and
the subsequent migration of rural populations to
urban areas led to challenges in terms of
infrastructure, housing, —and  employment
opportunities in cities. The growth of informal
settlements around major cities created social and
economic disparities, contributing to urban poverty
and social unrest. Additionally, while the land
reform aimed to address income inequality, it did not
fully address the issue of land concentration in the
hands of the state and influential elites. Some critics
argue that the reform primarily benefited a new class
of rural elites who emerged as a result of their
connections to the government.

3- Findings:

Ultimately, the land reform played a significant role
in shaping the political dynamics in Iran. The
formation of rural cooperatives and unions, which
advocated for the rights of peasants and small
farmers, became important social and political
actors. These organizations played a crucial role in
mobilizing rural communities and fostering a sense
of collective identity, which later contributed to the
rise of grassroots movements that played a key role
in the Iranian Revolution of 1979. The land reform
in Iran, implemented in the 1960s and 1970s, had
significant cultural and social consequences for the
country. Here are some of the key impacts:
Redistribution of wealth: The land reform aimed to
address the extreme concentration of land ownership
in the hands of a few wealthy landlords. By
redistributing land to peasants and small farmers, it
sought to reduce income inequality and alleviate
rural poverty. This redistribution of wealth had a
profound impact on the social fabric of lIranian
society, empowering previously marginalized
groups and increasing their socio-economic status.
Empowerment of rural communities: The land
reform allowed peasants and small farmers to have
greater control over their own land and resources. It
empowered them to make decisions regarding
agricultural practices, crop choices, and investment
in their farms. This newfound autonomy led to the
emergence of vibrant rural communities with a
stronger sense of self-reliance and collective
identity.

4- Discussion & Conclusion:

Agricultural modernization: The land reform also
aimed to modernize Iran's agricultural sector by
encouraging mechanization, introducing new
farming techniques, and improving irrigation
systems. This led to increased productivity and
efficiency in agriculture, boosting food production
and reducing reliance on imports. As a result, Iran
witnessed significant advancements in agricultural
technology and practices, transforming the country's
farming landscape. Urbanization and migration: The
land reform triggered a wave of rural-to-urban
migration as many peasants and small farmers sold
their newly acquired land and moved to cities in
search of better economic opportunities. This influx
of people into urban areas led to rapid urbanization
and the growth of informal settlements around major
cities. The cultural dynamics of cities changed as
rural migrants brought their traditions, customs, and
dialects, contributing to the diversification of urban
culture. Changes in gender roles: The land reform
had an impact on gender roles within rural
communities. With increased access to land, women
gained more economic independence and became
active participants in agricultural activities. This

Rastgoo, I.; Adhami, A. & Khademian, T. (2024). The cultural and social consequences of land reform in Iran
(Case study: eastern areas of Gilan), Sociology of Culture and Art, 6 (2): 152 — 160.



The cultural and social consequences of land reform in Iran (Case study: eastern areas of Gilan)

shift challenged traditional gender norms and
empowered women to have a greater say in
decision-making processes within their families and
communities. Political consequences: The land
reform was implemented during the reign of the
Shah, who sought to consolidate his power and gain
support from the rural population. However, the
reform also led to the formation of rural
cooperatives and unions, which became important
social and political actors. These organizations
played a crucial role in mobilizing rural
communities and advocating for their rights,
contributing to the rise of grassroots movements that
later played a significant role in the Iranian
Revolution of 1979. Overall, the land reform in Iran
had far-reaching cultural and social consequences,

transforming the socio-economic landscape of the
country, empowering marginalized groups, and
shaping political dynamics.
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