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: Abstract

: Interactional approach to social deviations leads the definition of this concept
¢ and its control practices to the strengthening of cultural strategies for controlling
: deviant behaviors. Reintegrative shaming theory is one of the well-known
: cultural strategies for controlling deviant behaviors, which can be a
: breakthrough in the cultural-social context of Iranian society. This theory is
: concerned with the ways in which society responds to crime and the criminal;
: either by shaming them in stigmatizing ways or by reintegrating them.
: Therefore, the present article intends to achieve a deeper understanding of this
: theory by experimentally testing this theory while explaining the sociological
: behavior of deviant students. The findings of this article were collected by
: survey method and by completing the questionnaire, from 831 students of 5
: selected public universities in Tehran. The results of the regression analysis
: show that stigmatization, deviant friends, adherence to moral values and shame
: displacement play a role in explaining deviant behaviors of students. In general,
: the results of the mean difference test prove that significant differences have
: been seen between male and female students in terms of independent variables,
¢ which means that the mean of shaming, reintegration, interdependency, shame
i acknowledgement, shame displacement, shame internalization and adherence to
: moral values in female students is more than male students. While the mean of
: communication with deviant friends is higher in male students than female, and
also no significant difference in stigmatization has been observed between both
i Sexes.
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Nowadays, as a result of the development of
interactional,  constructive  and  discursive
perspectives in the study of social deviations,
policymaking approaches regarding the control and
prevention of social harms have undergone
tremendous changes. Such approaches to social
deviations lead to the definition of this concept and
its control procedures and the strengthening of
cultural strategies for controlling deviant behaviors.
The theory of reintegrative shaming is known as a
theory that relying on cultural and social
characteristics, has the ability to be a pioneer in the
field of moral control and prevention of deviant
behaviors and provides valuable policy implications
in the field of policymaking to control university
students' deviant behaviors.

The objectives of this thesis are experimental testing
and verifying the acceptability of Braithwaite's
reintegrative shaming theory in university students,
investigating the relationship  between the
dimensions of reintegrative shaming and the
dimensions of deviant behaviors in university
students; using supplementary variables of the
reintegrative shaming theory to increase its
explanatory power; investigating the gender claims
of the reintegrative shaming theory; studying the
applicability of the reintegrative shaming theory;
scrutinizing the policy implications of the
reintegrative shaming theory regarding university
students' deviant behaviors.

In this thesis, the reintegrative shaming theory, which
is an interactive and integrated theory, is used to
explain university students' deviant behaviors. This
theory is a cultural strategy for controlling deviant
behaviors and can be a breakthrough in the context of
Iranian society, where cultural values such as shame
and repentance are prominent. The mentioned theory
is related to the procedures through which society
responds to crime and criminals, either by shaming
them in a stigmatizing way or by reintegrating them.
Braithwaite believes that societies in which shaming
is associated with reintegration have experienced a
lower rate of deviant behavior, and on the contrary,
when shaming is associated with stigmatization, due
to the exclusion of the individual from conventional
bonds, surrounding him with deviant subcultures, and
being exposed to conflicting values with acceptable
values in society, there is a higher rate of deviant
behaviors.

The present thesis is based on a survey method, and It
has been done by completing 831 questionnaires from
male and female students of 5 governmental
universities under the Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology in Tehran (Tehran University,

Shahid Beheshti University, Allameh Tabataba'i
University, Amirkabir University of Technology and
Iran University of Science and Technology) selected
in the sample. According to the requirements and
transtheoretical considerations, the cross-sectional
design of the research has been planned, and data
collection took place in December and January 2023.
Also, multi-stage cluster sampling has been used in
this design. Correlation coefficients, analysis of
variance and multivariate regression tests were used
in order to analyze data and test hypotheses, and the
findings were analyzed using SPSS software.

The findings of the current research indicate that the
variables of stigmatization, shame displacement, and
communication with deviant friends have negative
effects on committing deviant behaviors by university
students, while adherence to moral values, as the most
important independent variable in the analysis of
students' deviant behaviors, has a positive effect. The
variables of shaming, reintegration, interdependency,
shame acknowledgement and shame internalization
are not included in the regression model to explain the
deviant behaviors of university students. In general,
the results of the mean difference test prove that
significant differences have been seen between male
and female students in terms of independent
variables, which means that the mean of shaming,
reintegration, interdependency, shame
acknowledgement, shame displacement, shame
internalization and adherence to moral values in
female students is higher than in male students. While
the mean of communication with deviant friends is
higher in male students than female students, no
significant difference in stigmatization has been
observed between both sexes.

The solutions to this theory can be proposed at
different micro and macro levels. Considering that
the Iranian society has a lot of cultural affinity with
the assumptions of this theory, its policy
implications can be used by policymakers and social
control agents in universities to reduce and control
students' deviant behaviors. Among them solutions
are pointed such as promoting students'
interdependency with their families, promoting
interactions between students and professors,
improving the quality and quantity of interpersonal
interactions between students and their peers,
presenting discursive parenting styles, reducing the
consequences of formal dealings by control agents
in the university in the face of students' high-risk
behaviors, replacing punitive measures with
restorative methods in the university, holding group
discussions, using informal sources of control in
addition to the formal ones, paying attention to
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community-based approaches, nurturing active
citizens, building a university community, using
elements of local and religious culture such as
shame and repentance in reducing The deviant
behavior of the students and the reform of judicial
procedure and movement towards restorative
justice.
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