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: landmarks in Tehran over the course of a century, as reflected in the media. The
¢ study aims to highlight the emergence and peak points of these processes within
: various trends. A quantitative content analysis method was employed to analyze
: the data. The data for this research were collected from all published issues of
: the "Ettela‘at” newspaper, spanning nearly a century. After gathering relevant
: texts pertaining to naming, the data were categorized and subjected to content
: analysis. Names and renamings are primarily influenced by power dynamics
: and, on the other hand, social and political developments. The findings of the
: research indicate that in the past century, names with political inclinations had
: the highest frequency, to the extent that names of personalities or political events
: quickly gained prominence after structural changes. Essentially, the first step
¢ following structural changes was the eradication of names associated with the
: values of the past system. Subsequently, names in harmony with the prevailing
: ideology needed to be established, both on the grand stage of streets and urban
: thoroughfares and in collective memory. In other words, the current government
: seeks to invalidate the identity of the past regime and introduce a new identity.
¢ This is evident through the attention given to certain names and the erasure of
: names incongruent with itself.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

This article explores the role of naming and
renaming in shaping urban identity in Tehran over
the past century, with a focus on the representation
of these changes in the media. Place names, from
streets to public landmarks, serve as identity
markers for a city, reflecting its cultural and political
shifts. Place naming is a tool used by dominant
institutions to exert influence and control over.
Names not only differentiate locations but also
convey powerful symbolic meanings, often linked to
ideology. The article emphasizes that urban namings
extend beyond mere labels, encompassing diverse
aspects of a country's social and political life. Place
names are significant for their role in organizing
spatial locations and are instrumental in controlling
urban spaces. Renaming streets and landmarks is a
common practice during political transitions, with
the capital city often leading the way. Tehran, as the
capital of Iran, has witnessed substantial political
changes over the last century, including shifts
between the Pahlavi regime and the Islamic
Republic. Additionally, it has experienced endured
a prolonged and devastating war. This research
relies on media representations, primarily press
coverage, to examine the evolution of naming and
renaming practices in Tehran. It aims to understand
the government's strategies for urban naming across
various political eras and how these changes are
reflected in Tehran's urban landscape. The study
also analyzes the ideological tendencies expressed
through street names and public place names in
different periods.

2- Methods

The method of this article is quantitative content
analysis. Quantitative content analysis is a
systematic and replicable examination of
communicative content based on valid rules and
specific frameworks. Numerical values are assigned
to them, inter-category relationships are analyzed,
and using statistical methods, the relationships
between different categories are described and
examined. This process aids in describing the
content of communications and extracting meaning
from it. The data for this study were collected from
all published issues of the "Ettela'at” newspaper.
After gathering texts related to the topic, the data
were classified and content analyzed. In other
words, the complete texts of over 30,000 issues of
the Ettela'at newspaper, which is the only newspaper
in Iran that has been continuously published for
about a century, were examined in this study.

3- Findings
Thirteen tendencies related to different names show
that the political tendency, with a frequency of 319,

has been the most prominent trend in naming over
the last century. Following the revolution and
structural changes, this trend gained significant
importance and needed to align with the values of
the new system. The 'Martyrs' tendency is the
second most prominent trend, which saw a
substantial increase after the Islamic revolution and
peaked during the Iran-lraq war. After that, there is
a religious Islamic trend, which was not present in
the first half of the century and basically emerged
after the revolution to represent Islamic values. The
cultural and artistic tendency, which initially
focused on the names of famous Iranian poets,
transitioned to include artists in various fields such
as music, painting, and writing after the Islamic
Revolution. Natural and geographical trends have
remained consistent over the decades due to their
impartial nature. The "ancient' trend was used in the
first half of the century to connect with the glorious
past of ancient Iran. After that, there are scientific,
miscellaneous, and professional trends, which are
less frequent.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

This article examines the developments of naming
and changing city names in Iran, especially focusing
on Tehran in the last century. During the first
Pahlavi era, Iranian nationalism strongly influenced
the naming strategy and emphasis was placed on
poets and historical figures. The Islamic revolution
marked a turning point and changed the ideological
base towards Islamic-Shia values. Tehran, as the
capital of the new Islamic Republic, underwent
important changes. Efforts were made to replace
names associated with the former regime with
names aligned with Islamic principles. The Iran-Iraq
war greatly influenced naming practices,
particularly highlighting the name "martyrs". This
trend increased during the conflict and reflected a
collective commemoration of the victims. Naming
choices reveal the goals and ethos of each new
nation-state and represent a symbolic power
struggle. The role of the government in shaping
Tehran's identity is evident in newspaper reports.
The Pahlavi family emphasized the glory of ancient
Iran and famous poets. On the contrary, the Islamic
Republic emphasizes Islamic history, politics and
martyrs, which indicates a renewed focus on cultural
and religious values. These naming strategies serve
as a means of constructing an identity aligned with
prevailing ideologies.
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