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Accepted: Objectives: The current research aims to investigate the post-colonial approach and assess
July 17, 2024 its theoretical possibilities for rethinking and reflecting on Iranian identity in the
Available online: contemporary era. Methods: The present study is qualitative and based on a critical and
August 31, 2024 comparative analysis of the post-colonial theory with an emphasis on identity and the
issues that have made Iranian identity problematic. This investigation, which looks at the
most important aspects of post-colonial theory, includes some of the important opinions
and ideas in the field of contemporary identity in Iran, which can be compared in terms of
common concerns. Results: Although Iran is one of the few countries that has not been
directly colonized, it is not free from the problems of the colonial era, and in the
identification of the recent era, it has faced the same problems that were raised in the post-
colonial approach. Considering the multi-layered identity and their always complicated
relationship, the important issue in this study is the quality of establishing a relationship
between the components of the Iranian identity with each other on the one hand, and at
the same time, facing the other in a new situation. Conclusion: Based on the post-colonial
approach, redefining the Iranian identity requires a new rethinking of emerging identity
requirements, which, on the one hand, requires taking a critical stance towards the
dominance of the assumptions of the orientalist discourse and a passive tendency towards
it, and on the other hand, must try to avoid the negative pole. In this regard, it is possible to
avoid reactive and passive localism. Thus, in the context of the post-colonial era and
context, away from the inherent epistemological dualisms, the possibility of establishing a
new knowledge system based on the belief that identity is constructed, as well as the so-
) called hybrid nature of identity, is an important issue of redefining the identity of Iranians
deconstruction, other, in the new era. Such a new rethinking is necessary for active interaction in the current
identity, orientalism. world and for adopting a position beyond historical love and hatred.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

Although identity implies the existence
and continuity of relatively stable
elements in the human personality, it has
numerous  historical and  cultural
dimensions, so it always requires constant
revision. The present study assumes that
education develops and deepens in the
institutionalization of the values and
norms of human society rather than its
specific institutional form. The need for
the proper realization of identity is to
achieve a proper knowledge of oneself and
the other, reinforcing two important
aspects of a person's personality
structure. One is the awareness of one's
identity and the knowledge of one's
existential dimensions, which determines
the self-regulation and independence of a
personality, and the other is the way of
interacting with others, which forms
human relationships. Part of the life world
of many societies in recent times has been
affected by the unequal relationship of
different countries in the form of
colonialism. Colonial rule, on the one
hand, due to the institutionalization of the
values of the colonizing countries, has
caused the colonies to forcefully tend to
the colonizers, and on the other hand, in
an opposite process and has caused a
violent reaction to the colonial power to
the point where people like "Franz Fanon"
are openly violent against the power.
However, a certain attitude was formed in
the post-decolonization era in countries
that were mainly under colonial rule,
which tried to criticize the colonial
discourse on the one hand and, at the
same time, distance itself from the
inherent hostility between the colonizer
and the Colony to achieve a new
integrated look. This approach, known as

"post-colonial" theory, has its roots in the
epistemological teachings of the modern
era and in this research, some of its
theoretical aspects are examined with an
emphasis on the reinterpretation of Iran's
contemporary identity. One of the most
important intellectual foundations of this
approach is the criticism of the polar and
essentialist dualism of mutual and
conflicting identities and instead paying
attention to the formation of a third space
to understand the complexities of "being
in the world".

2. Methods

To fulfill the purpose of this article, with
reference to the nature of the post-
colonial approach, some of the most
important issues related to identity in
recent times among Iranians were
addressed in terms of theoretical
reflections, and an attempt was made to
show that some of the most important
contemporary concerns of Iranians have a
meaningful affinity with the themes of the
post-colonial approach. Therefore, even if
not all or most of them pay attention to
this approach, we can use the insights
provided by this idea.

3. Results

Although Iran is one of the few countries
that has not been directly colonized, it has
not been without the important effects of
colonialism, especially the effects of the
great game between Russia and England.
At any point, the great powers have taken
the side of a part of the Iranian society for
their own interests, which includes
Russia's support for minor tyranny and
England's support for Iranian
constitutionalism. From the point of view
of the present study, an important and
sustainable event in the process of Iranian
identification requires adopting a critical
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approach that, while paying attention to
the requirements of transformation in its
recent and distant history, leaves a purely
negative position toward them and make a
new plan in the world. From this point of
view, Iranians want to redefine their active
position by comparing themselves with
eras like the Safavid era, which had the
aspect of "acting and role-playing", and
they are trying, especially "in the age of
globalization and in the era of information
civilization", to get out of side roles such as
spectators or consumers.

4. Conclusion

Post-colonial theory is an interdisciplinary
approach that was influenced by the
decolonization process and appeared
based on specific epistemological and
intellectual principles. This approach has
shown companionship and agreement
with the metaphysical critique existing
behind the dualization of the objective
world in postmodern thought. Although
the main origin of this point of view is
linked to colonialism in terms of both
history and concept and, as a result,
breaking away from imperialist relations,
the elements of the themes included in
this approach over time have produced
insights and implications that can be used
for not only colonies but others like
Iranians who in the late period in which
different elements of identity, including
modern, postmodern, and even traditional
are able to learn from the postcolonial
approach. Of course, the subject affected
by the post-colonial approach that has
passed  through the storm  of
contemporary epistemology is not a
Cartesian consciousness. Such a subject
has distanced himself from the previous
subjective voluntarism due to his belief in
subjective and objective limitations, and

after taking a negative position, he has
gradually started to search for foundations
that do not fall into the abyss of passive
relativism but instead make a new kind of
activism as his main experience. In other
words, this approach is an invitation to
speak again, this time in its intersubjective
aspect, while avoiding the essentialism of
identity, which in the past was either from
the colonialist pole with contempt for the
colonized subject or from the subjugated
with a vindictive reaction. It is possible to
reach a critical position by confronting the
collective consciousness regarding the
definition of collective identity. From this
point of view, the post-colonial thought,
including regarding Iran, is an invitation to
adopt a situation that can be called
moderation inspired by Aristotle, a
situation inspired by one's interaction with
another without reducing the demands of
one on the other and falling into the trap
of self-centeredness, to achieve the
reconstruction of the third space. Thus,
without claiming to fully adapt all the
components of the post-colonial
perspective to Iran's situation, it must be
emphasized that the post-colonial era has
not only changed the legal relations but
has also exposed the previous identity-
building foundations, which can be useful
for Iranians in redefining their identity.
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