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Abstract

Objectives: This research aims to study the role of non-governmental organizations in
environmental construction issues, with a focus on the biogenic sedimentation project in
Anzali Lagoon from a social perspective. With the beginning of the experimental stages of
the biogeme project, the anti-biogeme movement was launched in Giulan province, with
the city of Anzali being a focal point where NGOs were one of the main contenders of this
movement. Assertion as part of the social constructionist approach is highlighted in the way
environmental problems, as well as the means and methods of addressing them, are
constructed and contested. This type of understanding of environmental problems does
not mean defining them without considering their objective dimensions. Rather, it means
that attention must be paid to social, cultural, political, and historical processes related to
the emergence of such problems. Method: The research is qualitative in nature and is
conducted based on the content analysis of texts obtained from interviews, observations,
and documents. The participants are 26 founders and board of directors of environmental
NGOs in Giulan province, and the required information was collected through in-depth
interviews as well as documents and field observation. Findings: Based on the study of the
activities of NGOs in the field of environment, especially resistance against the
implementation of biogeme, six overarching themes, including scientific, rhetorical,
educational-promotional, media, organizational communication, and practical tactics in
political conflict, were extracted from the data obtained in the course of the study which
indicates the way NGOs perform in the environmental construction issues. Conclusion:
Through a process that includes the performance of organizations in the aforementioned
themes, the issue of biogeme is taken into consideration in the public arena, and a decision
is made based on the demands and claims of NGOs to solve it. With this description, the
result of the NGO activism in the field of biogeme projects accompanied an order to stop
their implementation.
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1. Introduction

There have always been unfavorable
environmental conditions, but many have
been raised as problems only after the
establishment of social platforms. One of
the important ways to raise awareness and
attract the cooperation of people in
society to resolve these issues is to form
people-oriented environmental
organizations and groups and provide the
necessary grounds for their activities.
These organizations, especially in local
communities, due to their greater
communication and recognition, can play
a major role in managing various affairs
alongside governments.

Giulan province is one of these local
communities that are very important in
terms of environmental characteristics.
One of the important environmental
issues in Giulan province is the problem of
the Anzali Lagoon. Even though the Anzali
Lagoon has many functions and
importance for local communities and for
the whole country, like other wetlands in
the world, it has become a victim of
improper use, and its condition is such
that some have considered the wetland to
be a pre-death coma. One of the main
problems of the Anzali Lagoon is the high
volume of sediments. As a result, the depth
of the wetland decreases, and it dries up in
large parts of it. To solve this problem,
after the call of the Environmental
Protection Organization, a knowledge-
based company proposed a sedimentation
plan for the Anzali Lagoon called Biogeme.
This plan was stopped after the initial
acceptance in the first phase, which was
being implemented as a test in a part of the
wetland, due to the concern of people,
activists, and environmental
organizations. The functioning of people's

organizations that, as a social force, have
succeeded in  stopping a large
environmental project is an important
issue  that  requires  sociological
explanation. Therefore, the current
research deals with this issue with a
constructionist approach, and its main
question is, how did non-governmental
organizations act in the social
construction of environmental issues, and
specifically, the environmental issue of the
biogeme project in the local community of
Giulan province?

2. Methods

Apart from using a case study in the course
of the current research, NGOs' activities in
the environment field in Giulan province
were taken into account, with the main
focus on the biogeme project in the Anzali
Lagoon. The purposeful sampling method
with maximum diversity was used to select
the research population. The people who
were interviewed had the most
information on the subject under study
and actively participated in the process of
demanding the biogeme project. Finally,
26 people who were either founders or
board members of NGOs in Giulan
province were selected. The theoretical
saturation was considered a criterion for
determining the sample size. By using
semi-structured interview tools,
observation, field notes, and
documentation, the necessary information
was collected and converted into textual
data. The method of data analysis was
thematic, and the themes were extracted
through inductive and inductive methods.

3. Results
Six themes and propositions were
extracted from the research data, which
are as follows:

1- Communication with scientists and
the scientific validity of citations: The
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scientific performance of NGOs occurs at
different levels of collecting documents to
ascertain the issue of biogeme and
simplifying them for a  better
understanding of the audience and
verifying the opposite claims.

2- The role of language and the
rhetorical performance of NGOs: The
power of expression, meaning the
conscious use of communicative and
eloquent language to enhance the
persuasive power of the environmental
claim, leading to an increase in its
effectiveness.

3- Media performance of NGOs: non-
governmental organizations, by
publicizing the environmental issue of
biogeme, through traditional media and
social networks, receive feedback from
society.

4- Promotional and educational
performance of NGOs: One important way
for non-governmental organizations to
publicize issues is through their
educational and promotional activities in
the target society.

5- Practical tactics in policy-making
disputes: The main focus in this stage of
claiming environmental issues is the
political arena.

6- Relations of NGOs with society: Non-
governmental organizations communicate
with individuals and groups in society to
create awareness about their goals and
seek cooperation from individual and
volunteers.

4. Conclusion

In order to gain scientific agreement in the
competition domain with the proponents
of biogeme, NOGs established extensive
communication with experts and various
scientific bodies. First, they should know
the issue through scientific studies and
collecting documents, and then present
the issue with the help of methods such as
applying the media, education and
promotion, rhetorical methods, and
organizational communication with the
targeted people, organizations, and
policy-makers. By accepting the issue
among the audience, in the last stage,
where the issue is related to decision-
making in the political conflict, it
competes with the competitors, and in
case of attracted policy-makers, the
process of making the issue is completed,
and a decision is made accordingly. This
construction is done within the social and
cultural context of the society, and the
different stages of collecting, planning,
and disputing the claim are not separate
from each other but overlap and interact.
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Table 2: Thematic network of communication with scientists and scientific validity of citations
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Table 3: Thematic network of rhetorical performance
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Table 4: Thematic network of media performance
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Table 5: Thematic network of promotional and educational performance
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