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ABSTRACT

The acquaintance with Michel de Certeau in Iran was made possible through a specific
framework derived by John Fiske from Certeau's book, “The Practices of Everyday Life,"
focusing particularly on the two concepts of strategy and tactics. Fiske's approach toward
Certeau's perspectives, while overlooking his methodological framework, aims at universalizing
the aforementioned concepts and aligning “ways of operating" with "ways of media
consumption”. Nevertheless, Certeau is known as a multifaceted and intellectually affluent
scholar, renowned for his significant contributions at the crossroads of historiography,
psychoanalysis, theology, linguistics, and anthropology. His methodological and
epistemological insights into the field of historiography, especially the important discussion
about "The Historiographical Operation" - which has been an attempt to frame historical
studies within meta-historiography - can serve as a suitable foundation for further exploration.
Given the shift toward historiographical projects focusing on everyday life in Iran, his work
provides a valuable starting point. It is imperative to navigate beyond the confusion that has
obstructed the study of everyday life in Iran toward a historiographical undertaking. This article
delves into elucidating the foundational tenets of Certeau's "meta-historiography,”
distinguishing it from Hayden White's metahistorical perspectives. Subsequently, these
methodological and meta-methodological considerations are highlighted in light of one of his
renowned historical monographs "The Possession at Loudun”. Furthermore, through a self-
reflective engagement, I aim to explore the consequences of stepping aside from Certeau within
Iranian cultural studies, examine the constraints of conjunctural analysis in the historiography
of everyday life, and explore the potential of meta-historiography to alleviate current obstacles.
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INTRODUCTION

Michel de Certeau, a renowned French historian and philosopher of the 20th century,
is no stranger to the realm of Iranian social sciences. However, his ideas were
introduced to Iranian audiences through a specific reading of his opinions, which is
attributed to communication theorist John Fiske. What Fiske does with Certeau's
ideas, particularly his well-known concepts such as strategy and tactics, is to detach
them from their epistemological context and reframe them as universal and
ahistorical binaries. In Fiske's reading, what Ben Highmore says about Certeau’s
methodological doubt is overlooked, and his ways of operating are reduced to the
ways of media consumption. Notably, Fiske’s approach assumes that the ways of
media consumption have become homogenized worldwide due to globalization.

PURPOSE

Despite having been introduced to Iranian audiences over two decades ago, no
significant effort has been made to move beyond Fiske's narrow interpretation of
Certeau and familiarize oneself with the epistemological and meta-methodological
aspects of his work. This article, drawing on the author's self-reflection of his own
experience within the context of Iranian cultural studies, aims to transcend that
interpretation and provide a more nuanced understanding of Certeau's thought.

METHODOLOGY

This article takes into account a meta-methodological approach to examine the
encounter between Iranian cultural studies and the ideas of Michel de Certeau.
Specifically, it employs a meta-historical and meta-methodological framework to
analyze one of Certeau's historical monographs, introducing his concept of meta-
methodology and meta-historiography. In doing so, this article can be seen as a
methodological critique of the everyday life studies project in Iran, informed by
Certeau's theory of meta-historiography.

FINDINGS

The findings of this article can be categorized into three. Firstly, we distinguish
Certeau’s historical methodology from the objectivist tradition of Ranke and the
postmodernist tradition, which focuses solely on the linguistic turn and literary
construct of historical texts. This distinction allows us to introduce the general
outlines of his concept of historiographical operation. Secondly, we examine the
similarities and differences between historical operation and new historical
anthropology, with a particular focus on Robert Darnton's historiographical
approach. Finally, drawing on Certeau's historical monograph The Possession at
Loudun, we demonstrate how paying simultaneous attention to methodology and
meta-methodology in historiography enables the writing of what Certeau terms
'interstitial history'



CONCLUSION

“The criticisms of Fiske's reading of Certeau led some cultural studies researchers in
Iran who were willing to adopt a historical approach to distance themselves from
his ideas. At that time, conjunctural analysis was viewed as a method for
establishing reconciliation and connection between cultural studies and history. In
the conclusion, while acknowledging the valuable capacities of conjunctural
analysis, the author identifies three key limitations when applying this method to
the historiography of everyday life. The author argues, however, that by employing
Certeau's meta-historiography, it is possible to overcome these limitations."

NOVELTY

This article presents the first detailed review of Michel de Certeau's historical
methodology, written in Persian, which aims to establish a connection between the
thinker's ideas and the possibilities of historiography of everyday life in the fields of
Iranian cultural studies and anthropology.
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