Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 17(2), 127-159, Summer 2024

Maghamianzadeh, M., & Mahdizadeh Taleshi, S.M. (2024). Interpreting the Tataliti
community through the approach of late subcultural theory. Journal of Iranian Cultural
Research, 17(2), 127-159. doi: 10.22035/jicr.2024.3270.3554

https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2024.3270.3554 URL: https://www.jicr.ir/article_521.html
2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

Interpreting the Tataliti community through the approach
of late subcultural theory

Mohamad Maghamianzadeh'®, Seyyed Mohamad Mahdizadeh Taleshi

Received: Dec. 15,2023;  Accepted: May. 7, 2024

ABSTRACT

Various approaches to the nature of communities and their interactions with each other have played a
central role in the evolution of the conceptualization of the subculture term. From the period when
certain specific youth groups were introduced in the works of Birmingham School intellectuals as
subcultures, to today, where some approaches fundamentally discuss the inefficiency of the subculture
concept, a spectrum of perspectives regarding changes and developments in social, technological, and
media-related contexts about this concept and its characteristics has been presented. This study, with the
theoretical sensitivity provided by subculture studies, addresses the cultural phenomenon of enthusiasm
for Amir Tataloo. In this sense, the theoretical and empirical alignment of the term "Tatality digital
subculture” with the enthusiast community of Amir Tataloo, examined in this study, is the research
issue. In line with the research objectives, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 16 teenagers
who manage fan pages on the Instagram social network, and thematic analysis of the data was performed
using MAXQDA software. The results indicate that late subcultural theories are instrumental in
explaining the empirical research sample as "collectivity in music,” "construction of charismatic
personality," and "transformation of followers into Tatality" are three communicative principles that, due

to their function in the enthusiast community, signify this matter.
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INTRODUCTION

In an era where official narratives and one-sided media conglomerates are not the
sole determinants of constructing images and narratives, studying and
understanding the values, beliefs, and lifestyles of culturally diverse groups such as
the youth is highly valuable. This is because they are considered catalysts in shaping
cultural dynamics and societal transformations. The internet empowers youths to
emerge and narrate their "selves"; it aids them in seeking their own narratives amidst
other media narratives and in contributing to its construction and reinforcement.

Due to these characteristics, digital platforms appear as desirable options for
groups that, despite holding radical political and cultural beliefs and different
lifestyles, find the opportunity to share them with like-minded or opposing
individuals without constraint. In this space, individuals are not merely passive
consumers of content; they actively participate in creating a common language,
norms, and even a shared identity.

The followers of Amir Tataloo, in Iranian society, are one example often
recognized due to their distinct lifestyles and sometimes extremist actions; at times,
they face expulsion by their families and the media, being treated as a detriment to
them. However, this group of enthusiasts, known as "Tatality,” through forming
online communities in the form of fan pages and creating serialized channels with
the suffix and prefix "Tatality Alliance," have responded to the need for acceptance
by a group and have also delineated their distinction from other social groups.

With the formation of these communities, understanding the nature and name
of the groups formed by these enthusiasts becomes important. Therefore, the
research issue involves theoretically and empirically examining the compatibility of
the concept of "Tatality digital subculture” with the phenomenon of the culture of
Amirhossein Maghsoudloo's followers.

PURPOSE

The aim of this article is to select the best concept to explain the cultural fandom of
Tataloo, focusing on subcultural theories. In other words, with the theoretical
sensitivity provided by subcultural studies, the possibility of applying the concept of
"digital Tatality subculture” based on empirical research data is examined in this
instance.

METHODOLOGY

Research data were collected using semi-structured interviews with 16 teenage
administrators of Amir Tataloo fan pages on the Instagram social network, and data
analysis was done using thematic analysis with the assistance of MAXQDA software.



FINDINGS

One of the main inquiries of this study was to discern which communication
methods adopted by Tataloo have contributed more than others to the acceptance
and reinforcement of Tatality identity. The rationale behind posing this question is a
functionality that can be presumed for subcultural communities. However, it is
important to emphasize that the enumeration of all communication techniques and
methods employed by Amir Tataloo for his enthusiasts is not the aim of this
question. Rather, the attempt was made to ascertain, through interviews with
followers and enthusiasts, which components have had the greatest impact on the
inclination towards and reinforcement of Tatality identity. Therefore, the findings
are of paramount importance; firstly, the extracted themes reveal factors indicative
of greater adherence to Tatality identity within the framework of a digital subculture
of enthusiasm, as opposed to concepts such as neo-tribalism or scene. Secondly, it
presents components that, when disrupted, weaken the position of Tatality identity
and may even lead to a reversal from enthusiast identity. This possibility of
weakening enthusiast identity itself can point to the functions that the Tataloo
enthusiast community serves. Thus, considering the insights provided by
subcultural theories, components that facilitate both attraction and adherence and
the potential reversal from enthusiast identity are crucial.

Based on the gathered data, the utilization of three communication principles by
Tataloo has had a significant impact on enthusiasts, allowing them to remain loyal to
their Tatality identity. "Collectivity in music,” "construction of charismatic
personality,” and ‘“transformation of enthusiasm into Tatality" are three
communication principles of Tataloo that have allocated the maximum content to
themselves.

These three principles demonstrate why enthusiasts participate in the Tataloo
enthusiast community and may also indicate reasons why their enthusiast identity
may weaken, leading them to reduce or withdraw from their subcultural activities.

CONCLUSION

The findings indicate that late subcultural theories are instrumental in explaining
the empirical research sample. According to the research data, "comprehensiveness
in music," "construction of charismatic personality,” and “transformation of fandom
into Tatality” are three relational principles that signify characteristics that can be
described and analyzed with subcultural studies approach due to their functioning
within the fan community. Thus, these mentioned relational principles
simultaneously serve two functions. They can both incline and strengthen the
fanatical identity and increase subcultural participations. Additionally, disruption in
these principles for any reason can lead to a redirection from the subcultural
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identity. This indicates that the concept of digital Tatality subculture can be an
appropriate concept for explaining this community due to its features and functions.

NOVELTY

In the context of Iran, there’s scarce literature on Amirtatalou's fans. The conducted
research is often focused on the lyrics of Tataloo's songs, which were mostly done
thorough pathological approaches. This study, however, aims to gain a better
understanding of Tataloo fans and study the type of community they create in the
digital space.
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