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ABSTRACT

Instagram texts need to be analyzed from a multimodal perspective because a large part of it on this social
media platform is conveyed to the audience through images. The multimodal critical discourse analysis
approach, like others, focuses on power and ideology concepts, as well as the context involved in text
production and at the same time, due to attention to multifacetedness and using the social semiotics
approach, it is suitable for analyzing Instagram texts. The study of childhood, motherly and fatherly identity
construction on child-centered Instagram pages was chosen as a case study. For this purpose, first the
analytical framework of Kress and Leeuwen was explained with the focus on how to analyze each of the
intellectual, interpersonal, and hybrid meta-roles. Then only the child-centered page of fraternity that is
among the top-ranked Iranian Instagram influencer pages was analyzed using the same method. Findings
were analyzed by separating texts as corpus. Following that, the discourses of patriarchy and capitalism were
identified and their connection to social and industrial context was described. Findings also demonstrated
the fluidity and simultaneity of identities influenced by the emergence of social media.
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INTRODUCTION

By making available user-generated content, social media have provided an
unprecedented opportunity to study online social behavior (Shahghasemi &
Prosser, 2019); opportunity social science researchers can use to get to know and
understand their targeted society better. Different forms of communication
converge in social media, and for this reason, they need to be analyzed using a
multi-layered approach (Kasken, 2015, 40). Nowadays, with the emergency of social
media, researchers pay attention to “multimodal” analysis and considering that a
large part of the meaning created on social media is conveyed through images and
visual features, researchers also attach importance to the mechanism by which
cultural meanings are produced and the way images create meaning (Asaberger,
2009, 81). Kress and Van Leeuwen proposed an approach for the multimodal
critical discourse analysis that is suitable for assessing social media texts. That is
because, both the words used in the texts and the features of the image - such as
facial expressions, color and lighting - play an important role in producing the
meaning of the text and therefore are important to analyze.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to introduce the method of multimodal critical
discourse analysis based on Kress and Van Leeuwen's approach and to explain how
to use this method as a suitable way of analyzing discourse on Instagram.

METHODOLOGY

The critical discourse analysis is about how and to what extent textual constructions
depend on dominant ideologies and reproduce these ideologies (Asaberger, 2019,
272-287). In multimodal critical discourse analysis, considering the principle of
multimodality and changing the focus from language to other semiotic aspects such as
images, the use of semiotic approaches is considered for the analysis. In their model
for analyzing multimodal texts, Kress and Van Leeuwen adapted from Halliday's three
meta-functions and believed that the image, like the language, has three meta-
functions: representational, interactive and compositional meta-function. In this
research, the analysis is done based on these three meta-functions. In this order, first,
a selected post "as a text" is analyzed by separating the written and visual languages,
then all the posts on the page are analyzed next to each other and "as a corpus”.
Keeping this in mind, its repeating patterns and meanings are extracted.

FINDINGS

The findings show that on this page, s girl is shown along with feminine toys and
symbols and is in the state practicing the domestic or maternal role, and on the
other hand the boy is shown along with male toys and symbols. The mother of the
family is mainly present at home and is responsible for doing housework and taking



care of children. The mother is completely satistied with doing the domestic role
and selflessly taking care of the children, and she has shown this satisfaction both in
the pictures and in the writings. The father has little presence in the pictures and is
generally working outside. The father is also described as a hardworking and
powerful person as well as the head of the household. The findings show two
discourses of "patriarchy” and "capitalism” on this page. The mother plays
traditional roles but a woman who is not quite traditional since she performs
traditional roles not by pressure and compulsion, but by her own choice and desire.
Also, unlike traditional women, she is a consumerist who wears a variety of clothes.
Also, the individual and feminine beauty of the mother is emphasized. Father's
authority is also different from traditional ones. Although the father is described as
powerful in the text, in the pictures, he is mainly shown at marginal and
unimportant, the supporter of the mother and weak. This is, as if his only role is to
finance the family and has no role in other family-related decisions and issues.

CONCLUSION

Mothers are classifying and framing themselves and their children by posted
pictures on child-oriented Instagram pages. They can create opportunities to resist
existing stereotypes or perpetuate those stereotypes. While social media have
facilitated the formation of bottom-up discourse and it was expected that the power
gained this way, would lead to more creativity in changing values and norms. On
this page what was observed, not the formation of bottom-up discourse rather the
reproduction of gender stereotypes and the already powerful discourse of patriarchy
that has been institutionalized in the Iranian society. This can be due to the fact that
the mother, as the manager of the images, has been exposed to and affected by
gender stereotypes to some extent. On the other hand, she is dependent on the
feedback of her followers and therefore will only disregard those social norms that
do not conflict with the attitudes and internalized structures of her followers. In
other words, although the dynamics of communicative power have changed in favor
of ordinary people and content producers, every communicative phenomenon in
social media is shaped by industrial, social and cultural contexts. The reproduction
of patriarchal discourse on this page can also be attributed to the power of social
context. In addition to what has been said, evidence of capitalism discourse can also
be seen on this page, which can be interpreted as being influenced by industrial
context. Commercial rationality and capitalist values play an important role on
Instagram, and being seen as a fundamental principle that seeks to display beautiful
faces and desirable appearances as well as diversity in clothing and consumerism.

NOVELTY

This study has shown the implementation of "multimodal critical discourse
analysis” for analyzing multimodal texts such as on Instagram. The analytical
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method and pattern introduced in this article is an innovative method for analyzing
multimodal texts on social media, which has not been considered in social science
researches so far.
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