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ABSTRACT

Managing cultural changes in the virtual space is inevitable since it is a place of conflict between
power flows, especially the reputation system. Achieving desirable and sustainable cultural changes
requires attention to changeability requirements. It means that ignoring these requirements can affect
the process and content of changes. Based on this, the purpose of this article is to investigate and
answer the question: What are the requirements of cultural changes through the fame of celebrities in
the virtual space? The research is based on Husserl's descriptive phenomenology as well as Colaizzi's
method (1978). The research population is those who are active in various fields of science, art,
sports, and virtual space activism. Semi-structured and in-depth interviews were conducted with 16
people as a research sample using the criterion-dependent purposeful sampling method until the level
of data saturation. The data were validated through external auditors, returning to the interviewees,
and in-depth descriptions. The findings showed that the requirements of cultural changes through
celebrities in the virtual space can be found at structural and content levels: in the dimensions of
optimal networking, control of structural resistance, family changes, and social capital building in the
form of structural requirements, and in the dimensions of cultural flow, cultural leadership and
attention to social status in the form of content requirements. The results, in addition to showing the
role of celebrities in cultural changes, emphasize the factors facilitating the influence of celebrity
culture in the Iranian society.

Keywords: cultural changes, structural requirements, content requirements, cyberspace, celebrity

1. Ph.D Student, Media Management, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan (Khorasgan) Branch, Isfahan, Iran
P4 taminesf. ma@gmail.com

2. Associate Professor of Cultural Management, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan (Khorasgan)
Branch, Isfahan, Iran

* Corresponding Author

P4 sa.sharifi@khuisf.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor of Cultural Management, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan (Khorasgan)
Branch, Isfahan, Iran

P<I m.Shahnooshi@khuisf.ac.ir

4. Assistant Professor of Media Management, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan (Khorasgan)
Branch, Isfahan, Iran

< ebrahimzadeh@khuisf.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2023.2981.3412
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Iranian Cultural Research

Vol. 17
Issue 2
Summer 2024

INTRODUCTION

With the arrival of new media, especially individualistic and virtual ones such as
mobile phones, the style of media consumption and the development of network
communication, celebrities were recognized as an important source in the political
economy of communication. Celebrity or famous figures usually refer to those who
become famous in the media space and many people follow their published content.
In fact, the growing trend of using virtual space on the one hand and the role of
celebrity culture in managing it on the other hand put cultural changes in conflict.
On this basis, celebrities increasingly found a strategic place in social and cultural
changes; actors who, apart from cultural change content, led certain cultural
practices and actions to the field of cultural and social exchanges through
deconstruction (Wright & Nyberg, 2022).

Therefore, the management of inevitable cultural changes in cyberspace, which is
the place of conflict between power flows, especially the reputation system, becomes
significant i.e. an issue that doubles the importance of paying attention to the desired
point and the requirements to achieve it since celebrities are able to influence
important social and cultural areas, including relationships between individuals and
political institutions, as well as protesting aspects and creating and directing cultural
and social movements. In fact, the stars of a society have the power that allows them
to bring change (Thrall et al., 2010). Evidence in Iran shows that about a third of
social media users follow the personal pages of famous actors and singers, and about a
quarter of users follow the personal pages of athletes. Extra-social interactions,
identification and praise are the three main indicators of the tendency towards famous
people, so that in addition to being interested in extra-social interaction with them,
they intellectually follow the values and attitudes of celebrities and behaviorally
imitate their lifestyle (Solimani Sasani et al., 2022). In Iran, celebrities and their roles
were noticed widely with the expansion of the Internet service and public access to the
virtual space. The use of social networks is growing rapidly and has been extended to
various domains of life (Mehraban & Shah Ghasemi, 2010). Recently, a significant
number of researches have been conducted in Iran on celebrity culture and its effects,
especially in the virtual space (Shah Ghasemi, 2021; Asadi & Shahghasmi, 2021;
Soleimani Sasani et al, 2022; Bicharanlou & Shojaeian, 2022). Since achieving
desirable and sustainable cultural changes requires attention to the variability
requirements, the lack of attention to them can affect the process and content and
therefore, the research problem is to determine the nature of the requirements of
cultural changes through cyberspace fame.

PURPOSE

The research intends to carry out a phenomenological analysis of the requirements
that cultural changes face with through the fame of celebrities in the virtual space.



METHODOLOGY

The study is practical and developmental in terms of its purpose, and in terms of
nature, it is a qualitative with a phenomenological approach. The research method
applied here is Husserl's descriptive phenomenology as well as a seven-step method
of Colaizzi (1978). The research community consisted of figures active in various
fields of science, art, sports, cyberspace activism, and university professors who
were aware of the issue of cultural changes and also followed them in cyberspace.
Semi-structured and in-depth interviews were conducted with 16 people as a sample
of the study, using the purposeful sampling method dependent on the criteria in an
inconsistent manner until the level of data saturation. In order to obtain the
reliability, interviews were conducted in parallel and separately, and their results
were compared with each other. A high similarity was observed in several
interviews randomly. Also, two coders were used for the data, and their degree of
agreement showed the validity. In addition, an in-depth description technique,
which is mainly used in qualitative and ethnographic studies, was used. In order to
abstract the information, the written data of interviews was reviewed several times
and its general content was understood. After reviewing all the contents, important
phrases and sentences were extracted. In the first stage, the important extracted
statements were re-read, and terms and expressions were identified for the study of
cultural changes-based celebrities’ virtual networks. In the continuation, the
meanings acquired from the sentences were combined to obtain a common
meaning.

FINDINGS

The results showed that the requirements of cultural changes through celebrities in
virtual space can be placed at two general levels: structure and content. The
structural requirements refer to elements that facilitate the structural dimensions of
cultural change in virtual space through the domain. This dimension includes
optimal networking, structural resistance control, family transformations and social
capitalization. The content requirements refer to elements that facilitate the content
dimensions of cultural change in virtual space through the domain. This dimension
includes cultural streamlining, cultural leadership, attention to social status, and
new individuality.

CONCLUSION

Apart from showing the role of famous people (celebrities) in cultural changes, this
research highlighted the factors that facilitate the influence of celebrity culture in
the Iranian society. These results can be useful for planners and managers of media
and culture in recognizing different aspects of celebrities' behavior, especially in
cyberspace, and lay the groundwork for new studies in the field of celebrity culture.
It is suggested to develop specialized virtual social networks in order to achieve the
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optimal network of interactions and increase social capital. Today, these networks
are created in the form of specialized groups on specialized platforms, but they are
less used in Iran. The development of public education in order to reduce the
consequences of working in virtual networks and increase the presence of culturally
active figures in the reputation system can help direct their influence in this space.

NOVELTY

This research is significant in terms of method used and the way it addressed the
issue of celebrities from the perspective of understanding them. In addition,
attention to the role of elite groups in directing public opinion, especially young
groups and consumers of virtual space against government institutions is a
significant factor in drawing the desired culture.
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