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ABSTRACT

Neglecting coastal erosion can lead to environmental hazards that are among
the main factors affecting human communities and facilities. Paleontology
researches demonstrate tens of meters fluctuation in water level of the Caspian
Sea. The shores of the Caspian Sea have variable topography and land use
including lowlands (estuaries of rivers, gulfs and progradation) and sandy
uplands. In this study, spatiotemporal analysis was used to analyze the changes
in sandy coasts in relation to land use changes and the adaptation of the coastal
line in the study area within the framework of coastal cells. Land use data for
the years 1975 and 2020 were extracted using SAGA and ENVI software, and
land use changes were analyzed using IDRISI software. The results showed that
68 kilometers of the coast have been unstable, with the majority of these areas
experiencing erosion due to human activities (land use changes), including cells
10 and 3. Also, the erosion of unstable cells 5, 6, and 1 is of natural erosion type
(sea level changes), and the erosion of unstable cells 9 and 2 is of natural-human
erosion type. The remaining 24 kilometers of the studied coastline have been
stable coasts, with the majority of coastal areas experiencing natural erosion
(sea level changes), including cells 7 and 8. Cell 4 has had sustainable coasts
with erosion of a natural-human type.
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Introduction

Coastal areas are highly vulnerable because they are involved with both sea hydrodynamic processes and
human activities. Coastal geomorphology is considered a prominent way to analyze coastal processes.
Paleontology studies demonstrate tens of meters of fluctuations in the water level of the Caspian Sea. The
shores of the Caspian Sea have variable topography and land use, including lowlands (estuaries of rivers,
gulfs, and progradation) and sandy uplands. There is a slight slope in the lowlands that causes the flooding of
lands when the sea level rises and with the increased piezo metric level of coastal aquifers. This has led to the
abandonment of some coastal areas in recent years, a process known as managed retreat or shoreline
realignment. With the rise of sea levels, significant changes will occur in cities, ports, and low-lying areas
surrounding coastal lines around the world. One of the most important issues that must be considered in the
future development planning of coastal areas is a proper space between constructions and seas that allows
natural processes. The process of erosion and desertification affects human societies, agricultural lands, and
natural resources in coastal areas. Neglecting coastal erosion can lead to environmental hazards that are among
the main factors affecting human communities and facilities. The examination and prediction of coastal
erosion levels helps managers to adopt management approaches to protect the coasts based on the level of
erosion. The investigated region is a 93.4 km coastline in three cities Talesh, Rezvanshahr, and Anzali.

Methodology

The susceptibility of coastal areas in Guilan province to changes in relation to changes in land use was
analyzed using temporal-spatial analyses as one of the evaluation methods in coastal areas. Coastal erosion
originates from two natural and human sources. In this study, the number of eroded areas was obtained by
selecting the coastal area from Talesh to Anzali, and the land uses were classified into four categories for the
period of 1975 and 2020. The agricultural, forest, urban, and sandy land uses were investigated in this study
based on the research objectives. Changes in the first three land uses are affected by human activities, and
changes in sandy land use are affected by both human activities and eustatic changes in the Caspian Sea.
LandSat 2 satellite images for April 10, 1975, and LandSat 8 images for May 28, 2020, as well as ENVI,
IDRISI Terrset, SAGA, and Arc GIS software as the main research tools were used for the analysis.

Results and Discussion

To analyze eroded coasts, cells were classified into two stable and unstable groups based on temporal changes
and three groups of natural (eustatic changes in the sea), human (land use changes), and natural-human based
on spatial changes. In almost all cells, both natural and human factors affected beach degradation, thus the
classification was based on the contribution of each to the destruction. Sustainable coasts are those that have
maintained their stability and balance against changes over time. As such, if an area of the coast has been lost
over time, it has been compensated for by changes in human activities, such as agricultural and building land
uses or river sedimentation. Unstable coasts are those that have lost their stability and balance over time, so
that if an area of the coast has been lost over time, it has not been compensated for and the sandy beach area
has decreased over time. These coasts are classified into three groups based on spatial changes and the origin
of erosion. Cells with natural erosion are mostly caused by natural factors such as sea level changes. Cells
with human erosion are mostly caused by human factors such as land use changes. Cells with natural-human
erosion are equally affected by both natural factors (sea level changes) and human factors (land use changes)
affecting their erosion.

Conclusions

In this study, the spatiotemporal analysis was used to analyze the changes in sandy coasts in relation to land
use changes and the adaptation of the coastal line in the study area within the framework of coastal cells. The
coasts were divided into two stable and unstable groups based on temporal changes of erosion, and three
natural (sea level changes), human (land use changes), and natural-human groups based on the spatial changes
of erosion. Moreover, 68.9 km of the coastal area under study are unstable beaches, where erosion has occurred
in the highest percentage of the beach due to human activities (28.9% of the coastline length), which includes
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cells 10 (Anzali) and 3 (Lisar). Furthermore, the erosion of unstable cells 5 (Kerganroud), 6 (Navroud), and 1
(Shirabad) is the type of natural erosion (sea level changes) and the erosion of unstable cells 9 (Shafaroud)
and 2 (Khotbeh Sara) is the type of natural-human erosion. Besides, 24 km of the coastal area under study are
stable beaches, where the erosion has occurred in the highest percentage of the beach due to natural factors
(18% of the coastline length), which includes cells 7 (Khalehsara) and 8 (Dinachal). Cell 4 (Nilroud) had
stable coasts with natural-human erosion.
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Fig 4: Erosion rates on stable beaches (Talesh - Anzali)
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Fig 5: Stable beaches of the study area (Talesh - Anzali) (1975-2020)
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Fig 6: Managed relocation of coastline on stable beaches (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 7: Sediment granulometry of stable coasts with natural erosion (cell 8) (Talesh - Anzali).
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Table2: Granulometry parameters of stable coasts with natural erosion (cell 8) (Talesh - Anzali),
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Fig 8: 1: Barrier (cell 7), 2: paresar breakwater (cell 8) in stable coasts (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 9: Unstable beaches with natural erosion (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 10: Erosion rates on unstable beaches with natural erosion (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 11: Managed relocation of coastline on unstable beaches with natural erosion (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 12: Sediment granulometry of cell 1 (shirabad) (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 13: Sediment granulometry of cell 5 (Kerganrood) (Talesh - Anzali).
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Table3: Granulometry parameters of unstable beaches with natural erosion (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 14: Barriers, 1: cell 1 (shirabad), 2: cell 5 (Kerganrood) (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 15: Unstable beaches with human and natural-human erosion (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 16: Erosion rates on unstable beaches with human and natural-human erosion (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 17: Managed relocation of coastline on unstable beaches with human and natural-human erosion (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 18: Advancing landuse. 1: cell 3 (Lisar), 2: cell 10 (Anzali) (Talesh - Anzali).
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Table4: Stability and type of erosion in the study area (Talesh - Anzali).
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Fig 19: Stability and type of erosion in the study area (Talesh - Anzali).
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