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Abstract:

Research methods are an essential ingredient of postgraduate programs
across a wide range of social science disciplines. Research methods are often
taught to help students do research projects and complete their
theses/dissertations. Providing a quality, relevant research methods for
higher education students is a concern to education professionals all around
the world. This study aimed at studying the components of research methods
curriculum in graduate é)rograms in education at the world’s top universities.
The research followed a qualitative approach whereby a documentary
method was conducted using content analysis technique. Based on
purposeful, intensity sampling method, 13 research methods syllabus were
selected from 10 top universities of the world in the field of education and
were analysed to determine curriculum goals, content, teaching method,
learnin% activities and assessment method. The universities’ fpursued
curriculum goals include for students to develop an understanding of various
methods in educational research and ability to evaluate each method,
understand the research process, understand the philosophical foundations of
research, develop the ability to plan and conduct research and criticize
published research reports. Identification of research problem and questions,
types of quantitative research methods, measuring tools and data collection
and analysis are the most common topics covered in the quantitative research
methods curricula, while the analysis of qualitative data and the types of
qualitative research methods are stressed in the qualitative research methods
curricula. Philosophical and theoretical foundation of research and research
ethics are addressed in both types of curricula. The most common method
for teaching research methods is problem-based and project-based methods,
and the most important learning activity is to develop a research proposal
during the course. The top universities of the world use different methods to
assess learning. The most important measure of assessment is the quality of
the proposed research proposal.

Keywords: Research methods, Components of curriculum, Graduate
program, Field of education, Documentary research
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