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Abstract

Citizens’ social relationships are a manifestation of society’s dynamism, and social sustainability
depends on its health. The health of these relationships relies on realization of qualities that each
community defines based on its cultural and belief foundations. Achieving this in an Islamic society,
which is fundamentally based on social unity, holds even greater importance. However, due to various
changes occurring in cities across different dimensions—physical, spatial, functional, and
developmental—qualities in civic interactions receive less attention. Cities grapple with issues such
as behavioral anomalies, rising crime rates, and increased social isolation. The problem is: How can
we enhance the realization and reinforcement of social-behavioral qualities and values in urban spaces
and among citizens?Research on the social dimension of cities reveals a concept called ‘mutual
acquaintance’, which can be significant in addressing this problem. The present study aims to
elucidate the position of this concept from the perspective of urban researchers and Islamic teachings.
By analyzing the content of theoretical urban literature and referring to Islamic principles, it seeks to
clarify the relationship between the realization of social qualities in civic relationships and this
concept. The research findings indicate that the Quranic concept of ‘Ta’aruf’ (mutual acquaintance)
plays a pivotal role in shaping civic interactions based on social qualities. This connection holds true
both from an Islamic standpoint and according to urban scholars. The study underscores the
importance of fostering mutual acquaintance and social qualities for healthier civic interactions. It
highlights the direct correlation between the Quranic concept of “Ta’aruf” and the notion of mutual
acquaintance, which resonates with both Islamic scholars and urban thinkers.
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1. Directed by each toward the other or the others.

2. The state of being acquainted; Knowledge gained by personal experience; Those who are known only
slightly. Synonyms: familiarity, cognizance. Antonyms: stranger.

3. The quality or state of being familiar; Close acquaintance with something; A state of close relationship.
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