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Obijective: The present research was conducted with the aim of determining the strategies of
using the Instagram social network for the development of personal branding and career
SuCCess.

Methods: The present research was conducted with a mixed method. In the qualitative part,
an in-depth interview was conducted with 17 experts in the field of branding. Data analysis
has been done by grand theory method, the quantitative part has been done by using the
researcher-made questionnaire tool, 392 people from the field of personal branding in the
Instagram social network have been selected and asked for opinions.

Results: The research findings are presented in the qualitative section with 120 primary codes
and 28 subcategories, the strategies of using the Instagram social network in personal and
professional branding in 5 subcategories (brand development, reaching a wide audience, ease
of communicating and interacting with audiences, lack of The space and time limitations for
developing experiences and business) were explained. The indicators of the use of Instagram
in personal and professional branding were identified in the form of 6 subcategories (content
marketing, the possibility of validation, the use of personalities, and the possibility of
republishing content), the platforms and infrastructures of the use of Instagram in personal
and professional branding in the form of 3 subcategories (necessary providing legal
infrastructure, hardware and software equipment and facilities) were categorized. Obstacles
and disturbing factors in the use of Instagram in personal and business branding were
organized under 4 subcategories (unsuitable infrastructure, security threats, lack of payment
gateways and lack of legal protection). Also, appropriate strategies for using the Instagram
social network in personal and professional branding were presented in the form of 6 sub-
categories (use of communication and information capacities of virtual space, brand
management practices, audience-oriented, identity building and creativity) and at the end of
the results The use of Instagram social network in personal and professional branding was
presented and explained in the form of 4 sub-categories (establishing and introducing the
brand, business development, improving relations with customers). In the quantitative part,
392 activists and owners in the field of personal and professional branding in the Instagram
social network were studied using a closed questionnaire. The findings of the quantitative
section showed that there is a significant relationship between the variable of Instagram social
networks with personal branding and career success with path coefficients of 0.895, 0.647
and 0.250 respectively. Also, personal competencies with a path coefficient of 0.326 and
0.215, respectively, have a significant effect with the variables of personal branding and
career success, and personal branding with a path coefficient of 0.525 has a significant effect
on career success. Also, the mediating role of individual competencies and personal branding
and career success in relation to Instagram social networks was confirmed. There is a
significant relationship between Instagram variable with personal branding and career success
with path coefficients of 0.895, 0.647 and 0.250 respectively. Also, the mediating role of
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personal competencies and personal branding and career success in relation to Instagram was
confirmed.

Conclusions: The results of this research in both qualitative and quantitative parts showed
that the use of the Instagram social network plays an important and influential role for the
development of personal branding and career success, especially in the field of internet
businesses, considering its capabilities and functions.
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Introduction

Personal branding and career success is a growing phenomenon that is beneficial to many groups
and an idea that helps people present themselves as active brands in the market. This issue has
become a general idea in internet marketing and general marketing, so that it can be considered a
competency for managers, before the emergence of social networks, personal brand was mainly
related to famous people and senior managers who were promoted through the media. and billboard
advertisements were branded and gained fame; But with the growth and development of
competition and the development of communication technologies and social networks, especially
the social network Instagram, the importance of personal and professional brand moved to lower
positions and positions and towards students and university graduates, young people who are at the
beginning of a career. were also drawn. In today's era, social networks have been able to attract
many users due to their timelessness, locationlessness, participation and multi-way
communication, easy access, and most importantly, their very good capacities for personal
branding, entrepreneurship and business. Therefore, the use of this available and low-cost tool, in
today's era when job creation has become an important issue in today's society, can play a major
role in youth employment and business and entrepreneurship development. Today, with the advent
of smart phones, accessing the Internet and using Instagram has become very easy for users and
has provided a suitable space for advertising and business; The important thing is that the
interaction with the audience is very easy and fast in a fraction of a second, and by spending the
least amount of money, entrepreneurs can easily communicate with their target audience and
develop their business and profitability. The present research was conducted with the aim of
determining the strategies of using Instagram to develop personal branding and career success.

Method

The current research has been done with a mixed method. In the qualitative part, an in-depth
interview was conducted with 17 experts in the field of branding. Data analysis has been done by
grand theory method, the quantitative part has been done by using the researcher-made
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questionnaire tool, 392 people from the field of personal branding in the Instagram social network
have been selected and asked for opinions.

Results

Data analysis has been done with the Grand Theory method, in the qualitative section with 120
primary codes and 28 sub-categories, the research findings in this section showed that the strategies
of using Instagram social network in personal and professional branding in 5 sub-categories (brand
development, achievement It was explained to a wide audience, the ease of communicating and
interacting with the audience, the lack of time and place restrictions for the development of
experiences and business). The indicators of the use of Instagram in personal and professional
branding were identified in the form of 6 subcategories (content marketing, the possibility of
validation, the use of personalities, and the possibility of republishing content), the platforms and
infrastructures of the use of Instagram in personal and professional branding in the form of 3
subcategories (necessary providing legal infrastructure, hardware and software equipment and
facilities) were categorized. Obstacles and disturbing factors in the use of Instagram in personal
and business branding were also organized under 4 subcategories (unsuitability of infrastructure,
security threats, lack of payment gateways and lack of legal protection). Also, appropriate strategies
for using the Instagram social network in personal and professional branding were presented in the
form of 6 sub-categories (use of communication and information capacities of virtual space, brand
management practices, audience-oriented, identity building and creativity) and at the end of the
results The use of Instagram social network in personal and professional branding was presented
and explained in the form of 4 sub-categories (establishing and introducing the brand, business
development, improving relations with customers). In the quantitative part, 392 activists and
owners in the field of personal and professional branding in the Instagram social network were
studied using a closed questionnaire. The demographic findings of the studied subjects showed that
41% of the subjects were male and 59% were female. 10.5% have a diploma, 12.8% an associate
degree, 43.5% a bachelor's degree, 23.5% a master's degree, and 9.8% have a doctorate degree.
Among these people, 17.3 percent less than 1 year, 15.8 percent between 1 and 2 years, 20.3 percent
between 2 and 3 years, 19 percent between 3 and 4 years, 13 percent between 4 and 5 years and 8
14% have more than 5 years of experience in the Instagram social network in the field of small
businesses. The inferential findings of the quantitative part showed that there is a significant
relationship between the variable of Instagram social networks with personal branding and career
success with path coefficients of 0.895, 0.647 and 0.250 respectively. Also, personal competencies
with a path coefficient of 0.326 and 0.215, respectively, have a significant effect with the variables
of personal branding and career success, and personal branding with a path coefficient of 0.525 has
a significant effect on career success. Also, the mediating role of individual competencies and
personal branding and career success in relation to Instagram social networks was confirmed. There
is a significant relationship between Instagram variable with personal branding and career success
with path coefficients of 0.895, 0.647 and 0.250 respectively. Also, the mediating role of personal
competencies and personal branding and career success in relation to Instagram was confirmed.

Conclusions

The results of this research in two parts, qualitative and quantitative, showed that the use of the
Instagram social network can play an important and influential role, especially in the field of
internet businesses among different sections of the society, especially the youth. in the development
of personal branding and career success, therefore, it is necessary to effectively use the capabilities



of this messenger in view of the easy access capabilities of Vraygan to a large number of audiences
and customers, an interactive approach and the lack of limitations of message transmission at any
time and place. The title of a business development strategy should be placed on the agenda of the
country's planning trustees.
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