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Objective: The present study aimed to provide a model for Iragi influencer marketing on
social media platforms, focusing on the impact of influencer marketing on social media on
Irag's economic development.

Methodology: The study employed a thematic analysis approach to data obtained from semi-
structured in-depth interviews. The field of study included all academic experts in digital
management and marketing networks, and in-depth semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 14 experts until theoretical saturation was reached.

Findings: The research data indicate that some influencers prefer simplicity over
consumerism due to their religious beliefs, strongly condemning unplanned and excessive
consumption. They favor essential goods and needs, avoiding expensive and luxury items,
and encourage their followers to do the same. Influencers use Islamic religious principles,
wisdom, proverbs, and texts to reject consumerism, equating it with wastefulness. They
consider consumerism a grave sin, with God watching our actions. Some other interviewees
argue that most Iragi influencers favor rampant consumerism, using marketing strategies like
displaying in shopping locations, product branding, attempting to change Iragi consumers'
habits and tastes, and emphasizing consumption as an influential identity component. Based
on the research findings, influencers have significantly contributed to tourism development
by sharing attractive images and videos of various tourist destinations, increasing social media
users' desire to visit these places. Some influencers have organized events and tours, directly
contributing to this industry's development. By launching specific tourism sites and pages,
influencers meet tourists' informational needs, introducing tourist destinations through
attractive images and videos. Some influencers conduct free Arabic language education
campaigns for foreign tourists on social media using cultural diplomacy tools. Some
influencers have launched tourism sites and pages to guide and answer tourists' questions,
benefiting personally while developing Iraq's tourism industry.

Conclusion: Overall, the results of the present study show that influencers on social media
have emerged as some of the most influential actors in business and marketing. They have
significantly contributed in four key economic and social aspects: supply and demand for
goods and services, increasing domestic and foreign investments, spreading consumerism,
and developing tourism. This highlights the importance of business owners and policymakers
paying attention to the role of these individuals in the online space.
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Introduction

One of the recently emerging areas of study in influencer marketing on social media
Is its effects on the economic growth and development of societies. Influencers'
reliance on optimal and high-efficiency strategies in social media marketing seems
to lead to economic growth and transformation. Some studies indicate that influencer
marketing on social media has a significant impact on the tourism industry, which
ultimately leads to the economic growth and transformation of countries. Iraq is
among the countries where influencer marketing on social media has recently
impacted economic development. Iraq, as the second largest oil producer in OPEC,
has recently made efforts to rebuild its economy after experiencing turmoil, such as
the US war and the three-year war with ISIS, widespread unemployment, and
poverty. To prevent dependence on a single-product oil economy, Irag has recently
made efforts to attract both foreign and domestic investors to improve its situation.
Iraq, with its numerous historical and religious sites, has always been one of the
Important tourist areas in the Middle East. Influencers, through appropriate
communication strategies in marketing, can significantly contribute to economic
growth in Iraq by developing the tourism industry. These influencers can influence
travel decisions by showcasing and uploading attractive videos, thus promoting
tourism. Additionally, influencers can impact foreign investors' intentions by
highlighting "security” in various parts of Irag, leading to economic transformation.
With their popular characteristics, influencers can align the public with rational
government economic decisions and act as economic entrepreneurs by criticizing
wrong government economic actions.
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Methodology:

The present study aimed to provide a model for Iragi influencer marketing on social
media platforms, focusing on the impact of influencer marketing on social media on
Irag's economic development. A thematic analysis approach was applied to data
obtained from in-depth semi-structured interviews. The study field included all
academic experts in digital and network management and marketing. In-depth semi-
structured interviews were conducted with 14 experts until theoretical saturation was
reached. Four main themes emerged from the analysis: "the role of influencers on
social media in the supply and demand of goods and services,” "the role of
influencers on social media in increasing domestic and foreign investments," "the
role of influencers on social media in the spread of consumerism,” and "the role of
influencers on social media in tourism development,” each representing one of the
study's objectives.

Findings

Based on the research findings, influencers have significantly impacted the supply
and demand for goods and services. By creating engaging content and establishing
effective communication with their audience, they can introduce new products and
services, increasing demand. Some influencers have successfully branded
themselves and built audience loyalty, succeeding in their product offerings. To
achieve economic stability and development in Irag, influencers have used various
tools and tactics, such as launching campaigns to boycott foreign goods, instilling
social rejection of some foreign goods, spreading falsehoods about foreign products,
constructing realities, striving for market stability, inviting economic actors to
control inflation, and linking domestic consumption with patriotism. Influencers
have also played a significant role in increasing domestic and foreign investments by
creating trust and confidence among potential investors through their successful
presence and activity on social media. Some influencers have appeared as investors
in various fields, motivating others to enter similar arenas. The Iragi government has
employed influencers to regain credibility among domestic and foreign investors.
Influencers have used engaging clips showing market conditions and transportation
facilities to convey a sense of security to domestic and foreign users. They have
shown attractive clips and images of important Iraqi cities using augmented reality
technology to implicitly evoke a sense of security. Influencers have also worked to
change the stereotypical views of foreign investors about Irag. By showing national
and cultural advancements to foreigners, they have tried to present Iraq as a peaceful
country, encouraging foreign investment. Influencers have also launched campaigns
to prevent the outflow of national capital by using marketing tactics like showing



their investments in the country, addressing domestic investors on social media,
introducing investment facilities, laws, and conditions, and depicting economic
stability. Lastly, influencers have tried to raise awareness about Iraq's vast economic
potential by using promotional tactics like introducing investment facilities, laws,
conditions, and depicting economic stability. Influencers have used these tactics and
marketing strategies to show the benefits of investing in Iraq from a positive and
realistic perspective.

The research data indicate that some influencers prefer simplicity over consumerism
due to their religious beliefs, strongly condemning unplanned and excessive
consumption. They favor essential goods and needs, avoiding expensive and luxury
items, and encourage their followers to do the same. Influencers use Islamic religious
principles, wisdom, proverbs, and texts to reject consumerism, equating it with
wastefulness. They consider consumerism a grave sin, with God watching our
actions. Some other interviewees argue that most Iraqi influencers favor rampant
consumerism, using marketing strategies like displaying in shopping locations,
product branding, attempting to change Iragi consumers' habits and tastes, and
emphasizing consumption as an influential identity component. Based on the
research findings, influencers have significantly contributed to tourism development
by sharing attractive images and videos of various tourist destinations, increasing
social media users' desire to visit these places. Some influencers have organized
events and tours, directly contributing to this industry's development. By launching
specific tourism sites and pages, influencers meet tourists' informational needs,
introducing tourist destinations through attractive images and videos. Some
influencers conduct free Arabic language education campaigns for foreign tourists
on social media using cultural diplomacy tools. Some influencers have launched
tourism sites and pages to guide and answer tourists' questions, benefiting personally
while developing Irag's tourism industry.

Conclusion

Overall, the results of the present study show that influencers on social media have
emerged as some of the most influential actors in business and marketing. They have
significantly contributed in four key economic and social aspects: supply and
demand for goods and services, increasing domestic and foreign investments,
spreading consumerism, and developing tourism. This highlights the importance of
business owners and policymakers paying attention to the role of these individuals
in the online space.
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